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“Memorable experience in Kyoto”

Josse De Baerdemaeker

Guest Professor
Bio-Sensing Engineering
September 2012 - May 2013
(KU Leuven, Belgium)

It is now about 7 months since I left Kyoto University
after a stay of 9 months as a visiting professor with Profes-
sor Kondo in the Bio-Sensing Engineering Laboratory, Di-
vision of Environmental Science and Technology. As I look
back, living near Kyoto, working in the laboratory and in-
teracting with the students were at first a challenge and
later a great experience.

Indeed, it was very hot and humid when I arrived a
Kyoto University on 1 September 2012 and it stayed that
way for most of that month. I was fortunate that 1 was able
to stay at the Seifu Kaikan guesthouse while looking for
more permanent housing. Here again, with the friendly help
of the secretaries I was able to rent a university apartment
in Obaku on the Uji campus of Kyoto University. A healthy
daily walk and train trip allowed me to see Japanese people
on their way to work and also to observe and feel the dif-
ferences in the city as the seasons changed. The heat of
summer was followed by the colors of autumn, by the crisp
days of winter and by the cherry blossoms of spring. These
changes were inviting to wander around and visit so many
historical and cultural sites or landscapes in and around
Kyoto.

The Bio-Sensing Laboratory has a good international
flavor with many students from abroad. Japanese students
and international students gave their presentations in English
during the weekly seminars to discuss the progress in their
research. After a little bit of hesitation at the beginning, we
started to have a good interaction with all the students and
staff of the laboratory. New suggestions for research topics
were formulated or the discussion clarified the work of the
students or my own research interest. Clearly we had mu-
tual interests in quality of chocolate and eggs, in the moni-
toring of animals for improved quality and welfare, in the
automation of field work and post-harvest operations. And
of course, the friendship was also enhanced by the many
occasions for organizing a party that we were able to join.

Yes, my stay at Kyoto University was a memorable ex-
perience for myself, for the science and engineering contri-
butions and especially for better getting to know the
Japanese people, their hospitality and friendliness. I recom-
mend to colleagues and students to look for opportunities
for such an international experience.

For all the support and friendship, I would like to
thank all the faculty and staff of the Bio-sensing laboratory,
the Uji International House and of the International Ex-
change Section Office of the Faculty of Agriculture/Gradu-
ate School of Agriculture of Kyoto University. We look
forward to meet again.

Hartelijk dank, beste groeten en tot weerziens.
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“Kyoto in my heart”
Le Nu Anh Thu

Master's student, Vietnam
Fermentation Physiology and
2 Applied Microbiology
~ October 2012 - September 2014
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“TAILHBIEE, HDBESITIVET™ are just a few Japa-
nese words I first heard when the plane landed at Osaka
Kansai Airport. Initially, I was impressed by their gentle
voices, charming smiles, and politeness. When the car took
me to Kyoto, my first glance was how nice and peaceful it
was. Throughout my exchange and studying trip, I had the
chance to experience traditional Japanese culture such as
Kimono wearing, tea ceremony, origami, kabuki and
ikebana flower arrangement. So much in this historical city
stirred my imagination, notably the thousands of vermilion
torii gates at Fushimi Inari Shrine that led up to the
wooded hillside of stone foxes and graves. As a foreigner
I did spend the first winter in Kyoto with curiosity and ex-
citement.

Around one year after my initial trip, I returned to
Kyoto in a new role as a Master’s student with dreams and
aspirations. Living in Kyoto for a total of 2 years made my
life become richer and more meaningful. I had the pleasure
of working with many esteemed teachers such as Associate
Professor Miki Akamatsu and Professor Jun Ogawa. I also
had many helping hands from friendly and enthusiastic lab-
mates. Not only did they help me professionally with my
research by teaching me techniques and discussing together
how to overcome problems, but they also enriched my ex-
perience in Kyoto by inviting me to join traditional festival
including “Mochi making”, “Hanabi”, “Hanami”, “Tanabata”,
“Setsubun” “Kurama no Hi-matsuri”, and to enjoy the cuisine
such as “Sushi”, “Sashimi”, “Nabe”, “Tonkatsu”, “Yakiniku”,
“Donburi”, “Ramen”, “Osake”, “Umeshu”, etc. In addition,
I was very fortunate to discover the students’ outdoor ac-
tivities. With a passion for volunteering, I had the opportu-
nity to get to know the city clean up group, with whom I
often joined to pick up trash in Kiyamachi St. or clean the
toilets in primary schools. I met the wonderful people from
a wide range of different ages and backgrounds including
seniors, elementary students, and even mayor. These people
helped me to understand how Japan came to be how it is
today.

There is no doubt I have accumulated valuable experi-
ences throughout my two years of studying. Aside from lec-
tures and experiments, this country and its people have
taught me the awareness, honesty, and I found humility in
each Japanese person. Wherever I go and live, Kyoto will
always be in my heart as my second home.

Summer vacation trip of laboratory in ochi prefecture
Aug, 2014 Author : Center
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B Professor Yoshinori MINE (University of Guelph, Canada)
“Role of the extracellular calcium-sensing receptor in
chronic lifestyle diseases and dietary interventions”
201454 H22H (K) 13:00-14:30 (AR W-302%)

B Professor Francisco ROVIRA-MAS (Agricultural Robotics
Laboratory Polytechnic University of Valencia, Spain)
“Robotic solutions for the orchard of the future”
20144F6 H23H (H) 13:00-14:30 EFEFAEEE W-420%)

M Professor Malcolm FITZ-EARLE
(Capilano University, Canada)
“Bears and bitumen: Environmental issues in Japan and
Canada”
20144E7H29H (k) 14:45-16:15 (REHBIALHE W-502%)

B Professor Chung-Ping LIN
(National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan)
“A brief history of Taiwan and diversification of insects on
islands”
201459 H 128 (%) 14:00-16:30 (2R EHE W-502%)

Prof. Rovira-Mas

Prof. Mine (Left)

QAT Y TN &
Associate Professor Garry John Piller

The long and winding path to the Interna-
tional Exchange Section: it began in Australia at
Deakin University, and then on to the University
of Tasmania with a Masters in Environmental
Studies. It was during this period I had the oppor-
e tunity to participate in a student exchange pro-
P gram, sailing from Japan to Australia and back.

IQ - Thus began my connection with Japan.

Further studies were then pursued at Hokkaido University, with a
PhD in Environmental Science, majoring in plant eco-physiology.
From there I did a post-doctorate and research at the national horticul-
tural research institute in New Zealand. I was then enticed into apply-
ing these skills to agricultural extension in a developing country
context, both in the public and private sector, before returning to aca-
demia to take on the G30 role in the Graduate School of Agriculture
in April 2012.

Building on this experience, I hope to be able to facilitate the ca-
pacity of the International Exchange Section to enrich the experience,
exchanges and lives of the whole student body during their studies here
at Kyoto University.
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7= / Accomplished events in the first semester of AY2014

B8 1T / Date 17 3 / Event 3% Ffi / Place ?,EDEIA%I /
Participants
2014. Apr. 8. FTAHEHNAS VR « B/N—T 1 | Guidance  |BiEBWMBFEE / Former Head Office of For- 85
and Welcome Party for New International est Research Station
Students
May. 29. FIHAB/RYURF % / One-day Study Trip BE (KRB « KIREE, 1B8PT) / Tokushima 35
Prefecture (Otsuka Food / Otsuka Pharma-
ceutical, Naruto)
Jun. 7. HyH—K%& - BBQ/N—F « / International BEBISOUN - 2SEEEEESH / Athletic 260
Friendship Soccer and BBQ Field and space next to the Graduate School
of Agri Bldg.2
Jul. 2. [F>TWATI / International Café Meeting BRI ESHES-174% / Room S-174 38
Jul. 1.2, £H£Y / Star Festival BEEEIZME / International Exchange Section 15
Office
Sep. 18. PRMIFRF % / Market Trip REHPRENTTHIS / The Central Kyoto 14
Municipal Wholesale Market
Sep. 29. Fa—&—}A5>2 X | Tutor Guidance EBETMRE / International Exchange Section

Office

coe

Apr. 8 FIAENATU R -8EO/N—F 1
Guidance and Welcome Party for New Interna-

May. 29 ®HIfABIRURZESR
One-day Study Trip

tional Students

-

Jul. 2 [E>ZYUAHTx
International Café Meeting

Jul. 1.2 E&£Y
Star Festival

Jun. 7 Byh—kK&
International Friendship Soccer

Jun. 7 BBQ/N—7F«
International Friendship BBQ

Sep. 29 Fa—bH—HAFUR
Tutor Guidance

Sep. 18 DPRHIZEEER
Market Trip

2014 E % HI{TEFE / Event Schedule for the second semester of AY2014

B8 {7 / Date 17 3 / Event 1% PR / Place
2014. Oct. 3. ¥AA&EH 4> | Guidance for New International ~ ERFBAEEES-130ZE / Room S-130
Students
Nov. 4. PRMIERF % / Market Trip REFTHPREIFETIS / The Central Kyoto
Municipal Wholesale Market
Nov. 11. #ZHIBIRUKR = / One-day Study Trip =R (ZBEF. BBB3&H) / Nara Prefecture (Horyuiji,
Asuka-mura)
2015. Jan. -. ZE8EBHFDEK% / The 8th Rice-Cake Making BRMAR2SWRDZESH / Space next to the Gradu-
ate School of Agri Bldg. 2
Feb. - Ei5175 / “Setsubun” EREZME / International Exchange Section Office
Mar. -.  Fa—5—1fA(5> 2 ] Tutor Guidance EREIZME / International Exchange Section Office
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