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Studying Conditions
in Kyodai

Mehmet Hakki Alma

(Division of Wood Science)
and Technology, Turkey

First of all, I would like to state which wind brought
me to Japan for studying; when I was in Malaysia as a
visiting scholar in 1991, I was introduced with my present
supervisor Prof. Nobuo Shiraishi, who was also there due
to a symposium held at the same time. After this introduc-
tion and following nice conversations, I was impressed by
him and his novel approaches on the composite materials.
After I went back to my home country, by his help and per-
mission of God, I had a chance to get Monbusho Scholar-
ship to study in Japan. Although I had been aware that
study in Japanese Universities was very tough and tiring, I
decided to come here owing to more sufficient facilities
and opportunities for my study compared to my home coun-
try. Indeed, prior to coming Japan, I had already admit-
ted to Ph. D. course for 1 year in my home country.

When I arrived in Japan, my first and general impres-
sions on Japan were that almost every streets were very
clean, appearance of the city was quite well-designed, and
there was no jobless people on the street. I was also hap-
py to study in Kyoto city, which is one of the most famous
and biggest cities in the world and the most traditional and
typical city of Japan.

Upon my arrival in Kyoto, my aforementioned adviser
Prof. Shiraishi welcomed me kindly by giving a party and
so on. Everything started very well in the beginning.
Concerning with study, initially Assistant Professor
Mariko Yoshioka guided me very kindly, and thereafter I
could conduct experiments by myself. By chance, when I
arrived in Kyoto, it was graduation season of students,
which is very intensive time for Japanese universities. In
this term, leaving time of students for home was generally
varying between 10 p.m. and 12 p.m. This was really very
okashii for me because I have never stayed in university
after about 6-7 p.m. in my home country like everybody.
This active atmosphere motivated me to study initially
very hard, and many times I took my lunch along with din-
ner. Moreover, staying everybody (about 9 students) in a
single place was very different atmosphere to which I have
never been accustomed before. However, I got used to
this gradually.

On the other hand, whenever I needed reagents,
devices, and so forth for my study, they were provided in a
short time. Meanwhile periodicals, books, and other
publications I always need could easily be found in
laboratory, faculty or main libraries. Also, one of impor-
tant points, which should be mentioned herein, is that all
academic members and students in Wood Science and
Technology were always eager to resolve my problems [

faced time to time. [ would also like to mention that collec-
tive and systematic studies and discussions are main
reasons for the development of Japan in a short time after
world war II. Especially, SENPAI-KOHAI system ap-
plied currently results in fruitful progresses in Japan. Itis
also interesting to notice that this system was applied by
Ottoman Empire (Osman Toruko) for about 500 years,
which was considered by historian one of the important fac-
tors for its success on science and technology.
Unfortunately, I couldn’t give sufficient time for get-
ting Japanese language because I was too busy with my ma-
jor experiments, and my adviser had good enough English
for communications. For this reason, I couldn’t fully
understand sufficiently Japanese’s way of thinking and
substantial structure of their society and also I missed a lot
of information regarding to both study and social affairs.
Thereby, I advise foreigners studying in Japan to give
enough importance to Japanese language as well as their
main studies. Indeed, one of the aims of Monbusho for
giving this kind of scholarship is to improve exchanges
among different cultures. However, I cannot say that I
fulfill this duty so far. This is due, mainly, to the misinfor-
mation of mass-media controlled by outside powers about
our people and idea (i.e., Islam). In other words, the term
of terrorism and Islam was imposed together. For the
reason, somebody who was not aware of Islamic society
I hope that this sort of
misunderstanding/misconception will be eradicated soon,
and then we will able to understand each other clearly.
In conclusion, I have gained lots of new experiences,
new approaches, and very motivated life during the course
of a 3.4-year studying in Japan. I hope that I will able to
keep in touch with my Adviser and my colleagues in the
future. In fact, I will miss greenness, cherry blossom
(sakura), and maple with pink and red color in Kyoto.
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