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YAPAN
Jonathan B. Laronne
Guest Professor

Ben Gurion University of the Negev)
Israel

Japan is pronounced '"Yapan' in Hebrew, the 3,000 year Jewish lan-
guage of Israel, from where I came to join the Laboratory of Erosion
Control with Professor Takahisa Mizuyama. Altogether 12 months in
your country filled with unforgettable experiences: the incomparable
gracefulness and courtesy, the endless respect for the other — be he or
she older or younger, the exquisite and tasteful handwork and artistry,
the unrivaled good manners, most specifically where they deal with hu-
man lives — on the road while driving, and the delicate food flavors —
these and more have not only been the first and strongest impressions in
Japan, but they have already affected on us and our outlook on life.

Fluvial geomorphology and rivers, their nature and stability, is my
profession. It is rooted between geology and physical geography, civil,
agricultural as well as forest engineering. Kyoto's vibrant Japanese cul-
ture engulfed the research and teaching at Kyoto University: be it the
many infinitely delicate and culture-bathed gardens of shrines facing the
'wild' mountains, its plethora of old-time housing and narrow, canal-
lined streets and its overwhelmingly large number of restaurants serving
Japanese food to its noblest, all internationally acknowledged. Living
above Kyoto midway up to Mt Hiei in the small village of Hieidaira, we
enjoyed the quietness of home and the proximity to the Faculty of Agri-
culture and to Kyoto at large. Living in the home of Michiko-san and
Prof. Minoru Fujita, who were first to bestow upon us Japanese hospital-
ity, the life in the tranquility of the mountain air, cooler than Kyoto in
summer though still colder and snowier in winter, little-Hieidaira was
big in surprises: finding friendship not only with the Fujitas, but also
with Ari & Mariko Ide as well as other families, who allowed us to deep
into Japanese life.

Upon arrival Michiko Fukuda from the lab came to greet us at Kansai;
she helped at every instance as did Assistant Professor. Katsuko Morita
and Associate Professor Miki Akamatsu from the International Office of
Kyoto University. This office conducted trips to traditional thatched
roofs, encountering the manual pounding of soba, visiting a Japanese in-
dustry with the world-renown automation and monthly preparing nation-
al foods with international students.

Friendly, almost human-like contact is not only made with people but
also with nature. Undertaking research-related field trips to a diverse riv-
erine landscape of Japan, hosting was done by Professor Mizuyama and
staff from the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport. I was priv-
ileged to gain new friends - Japanese rivers: the Abe, Osawa, Yotagiri,
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Joganzi (and Hitotsu-tani), Nishi-takiga-tani (and Sumiyoshi), Hirudani
and soon the Uono-gawa. More interesting research-wise and surprising-
ly active is the Ashi-arai-tani, located in proximity to the Hirudani and
both under the modern monitoring capabilities of the Kyoto University's
Disaster Prevention Research Institute in the Hodaka Mountains. Walk-
ing the Ashi-arai-tani, perfecting the acoustic hydrophone principle with
the superb team of Mr. Michinobu Nonaka and professors Toyoaki Sa-
wada, Yoshifumi Satofuka and mainly Takahisa Mizuyama, was the cul-
mination of the experimentation, not the least the climb to the Yake Dake
volcanoe.

It was the professors who opened new avenues of research, thereby
providing the "icing on the cake": Professor Masaharu Fujita on the role of
riverbed packing, Professor Ken Kosugi on forest hydrology, Professor
Yoshifumi Satofuka on debris flow mechanics, and Professor Toyoaki
Sawada and his vast knowledge of and hospitality to the Hodaka Moun-
tains. Professor Takahisa Mizuyama and I began our contact more than a
decade ago after having met in Oslo at a conference. It was with him and
his invaluable time that I toured a large number of sites throughout Japan
to become acquainted with SABO technology and specifically with our
mutual interest to develop the Japanese acoustic principle to monitor riv-
er bedload. He introduced me to colleagues at conferences, meetings and
field trips, arranging a variety of academic activities, including the par-
ticipation in flume experiments in Tsukuba and presentation of joint re-
search results at an international conference in Europe and at a national
conference. The perfecting of this monitoring technique is essential not
only in Japan, where very large fluxes of sediment cause rivers to deposit
their load, raising the elevation of their beds and thereby causing danger-
ous flooding. Indeed, the Japanese acoustic monitoring system is but one
of several presently being developed, but due to its simplicity, accuracy
and modest price may become the most prevalent bedload monitoring
tool worldwide.

Thank you Takahisa Mizuyama and all others for the pleasure to have
taken part in research, teaching, meetings and having had the opportunity
to appreciate marvelous Japan. Hebrew is an old-new language and the
term "shalom" has many meanings: it is good bye, which I now say to
you, but it also means Konichiwa, with the possibility of returning to
your country for additional prying into the monitoring of bedload. Rele-
vantly to these troubled times in our globe and in the Middle East, in the
Arab neighboring countries and in Israel we respectively say: may peace
be with you "salaam" and "shalom".

Photo taken during the
field trip to the Abe
River; from left: Profes-
) sor Takahisa Mizuya-
ma, Miss Miwa Yama-
guchi, Jonathan and
Cecilia Laronne at the
|+ infamous tea plantations
4 above Shizuoka.




BREOR (26)

My small dream in my small heart
Hag Ibrahim, Rashid Ismael

Division of Environmental Science
and Technology
Republic of the Sudan

Around 30 years ago, it was the first time for me to hear the
name Japan! I was an elementary school student. Then the name
turned so familiar due to many reasons; the wide and sudden
spread of stereo-tape recorders and radios from National and Tosh-
iba, then Toyota and Nissan cars!

A few years later I was taught about the WWII; World War II,
and how the Americans used, for the first and may not be the last
time, the Atomic bombs in the war and they dropped one in 6th of
August at Hiroshima leaving nothing but the ash of the city and
140,000 dead, while the other was dropped three days later on 9th
of Aug of 1945 at Nagasaki with the same result and 70,000 dead.

Those few words by my teacher remained unforgettable in my
mind all those years. I have never dreamed of visiting Japan, due
to the far distance between my Sudan and Japan. Even though,
there was a small dream and deep in my small heart; if I have got a
chance to go to Japan, the first thing I will do is to visit these two
cities and see how cruel the humans could be, and to see also the
other face of science, which we experience almost everyday as
wars in Africa, but the bright face of science for us, African was
more than good as fights against diseases, more crops to feed and
fight the hunger and poverty of people and changing life to better
conditions.

From time to time the news used to come out with this annual
memorial of the Atomic bombs of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which
kept the blood stream run in my small dream that settled deep in
my heart.

Then life has changed dramatically after spending three years
out of school and doing hard hand-works. Then go back to school
with much more eager to study and continue through university to
the graduate school. During my studies in the graduate school and
through the newly introduced and less trusted internet, my applica-
tion for a short course in the ICGEB was accepted, but I had to
support my flight, which was a big task. Finally I did it with the
help of friends. That was to meet the Professor from Japan, Profes-
sor Masahiro Sugiura to whom I send my sincere gratitude, as one

HEATFEHRS®

K % Chandrasekera Mudiyanselage Madduma Bandara (21)5>7)
TR FR194E4H1H ~ FR204E3431H

FTIE Wk AVT20-RTIT =X RS RIS

WFZE A H: FRBERY HbINFE B D7 b D B i Hh BRI 98

Z AR WISBHIR N B R TR IR GiedE)

B 4 Malcolm Fitz-Earle (%7%)

TR SER194ETHLIH ~ FR194E9H30H

g - B FYET K-S

Wr7EE: $ERET L5 AT B LU E R E O @A

T AEA HOSBRBER - A TE TR B 56 0 I - W S MR

K %: Andrzej W. Lipkowski (#—7>F)

UM SFR194E7A1H ~ 1949 H30H

PR - Bk R PRI PR EFIIERT- 0%

e E: RaBa oL VAERIER-

ZAEA AREYHFELC R LRS- FH ) IEH S

of the lecturers during the course and we had some time to talk
about science interests.

At that time my dream has grown a little bit big; due to the hope
someday I might be able to visit Japan. Two years later I had a nor-
mal mail contact with him that lead to my application for Mon-
bosho at the Japanese Embassy in Sudan with the help of Professor
Jun-Ichi Azuma and Dr. Masahiro Sakamoto, to both I deeply in-
depted. My dream had really grown fast as if just a child transfer-
ring from childhood to adulthood! Then the day had come.

I came to Japan and decided to make my dream come true; to
visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki and I did in two successive years.
What I have seen there was much more than my brains® small ca-
pacity during the first lesson I had when I was a child and much
more than what I have read through my studies and reads about
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The two times I had spent in the Museums of the Atomic bombs
were just like living the same moments again, which will never be
the same feelings, but the deep sorrows I had and the tears kept
coming down that I didn't realize until I was out of the museum.

To tell what I have seen there is just a nonsense repeat, but what
I have felt, words can never describe.

Just last week, I did remember my small dream that was in my
small heart, but this time, it was not small at all, it was a real, and
my heart was full of sadness. The images I have seen in the Mu-
seums of the Atomic bombs as a very small symbols of what had
happened 62 years ago will remain forever in my mind, as a symbol
of how science and humans could be so cruel.

I wished if both cities were kept as they were, to give the easy
forgetting humans a big lesson about their cruelty.
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"Antimicrobial Peptides and their Analogues
-New Hope for Medicines?"

Dr. Malcolm Fitz-Earle (¥+t7 /K4 43 #0d%)
"Minimizing Conflicts between Bears, Other Wildlife and
Humans in Agricultural Environments"
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Dr. Vilas M. Salokhe (727 L#-k%:-#d%)
"Current Situation of Agricultural Engineering Research and
Development in Selected Asian Countries"
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