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My journey to Kyoto University and Kyoto—I will remember rest of my life

Sisir Mitra Visiting Professor

Lab. of Pomology, Division of Agronomy and Horticultural Science
March 1%t — May 31+, 2018
(Government of West Bengal, India)

I have visited Kyoto first time in August, 1994 to attend XXIV
International Horticultural Congress, though for a week,
impressed me very much to look for a re-visit. I got the second
opportunity after 23 years in 2017 to attend a symposium at
Chiba. During this visit, my good friend Professor Ryutaro Tao,
Kyoto University invited me to visit his laboratory and deliver a
lecture for his students, which I graciously accepted. Professor
Tao then invited me to visit again as Visiting Professor which I
immediately accepted. I started my three month memorable life
on March 2018 with a heartwarming welcome meeting with
Dean Professor Nawata. I received all the assistance and
guidance from Professor Tao during my stay at Kyoto. I am
grateful to Mrs. Sakiko Imaeda, International Exchange Section
for her continued support whenever needed. I should mention
here about the support that I have received from students of the
department, particularly Takuya Morimoto who has supported
me from day one of my arrival at the university.

While I was at Kyoto
University, I learnt that it was
founded in 1897 as Kyoto
Imperial University- the second
university of Japan which was
renamed as Kyoto University in
. 1947. I consider myself fortunate

T : to work as visiting professor in a
Enjs?y(ljng ;(he B;?e?u.? wit university which has been

udents and Frot. 1ao conferred upon its researchers
with ten Nobel Prize between 1949 and 2018. The university, I
have seen has all modern facilities for research in an excellent
environment, high quality faculties and students. I was involved
in teaching course on Fruit Tree Physiology and could feel the
appetite of students for learning. I tried to involve myself with
on-going research and social activities of the department.

I spent my time at Kyoto when millions of tourists from all
over the world visit Japan, particularly Kyoto. It was the time of
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@ IBAVWIHFKE Visiting Researchers' €.

Moira Moeliono: September 16™ - December 16", 2019
Tu 7 4 —)b: EFRHENTEL v ¥ — ERIIZER (f 0 F
%3 7) Profile: Senior Associate, Center for
International Forestry Research (Indonesia)

SLFEWFEEE 7 Y T I B AR A I b At kL T
YRR —=THINF A CEERFZE ] Joint research title: “Research
on Landscape Governance in Social Forestry Systems and
the Context of Climate Change in Southeast Asia”

ZAIL HFH AR PINGE #0%  Host: Prof. Mamoru
Kanzaki, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

Md. Abdul Karim: October 1* - December 31%, 2019
ARV EEICAVS PAMV R & VN B I ZAN I N5 | €74
(INv7552)  Profile: Professor, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University (Bangladesh)
LR FE A [ 2Tk ¥ 4 XA FEICBITAIEA ML X
BRI 41281 Joint research title: “Mitigation of
salinity stress in soybean production in the tropics”
S M BRI B MBI SRIG 2% Host: Prof. Eiji
Nawata, Division of Environmental Science and Technology

Md. Kamruzzaman: October 1*,2019 — March 31%, 2020
TaT 4= FNVFRFEE NV TF573a)
Profile: Professor, Khulna University (Bangladesh)
HRIFGEHIE: [NV T F5F v a, YarvyF—nNrX -3V
ru—7HEROMGEE L HEBRE | Joint research
title:  “Stand structure and carbon dynamics of
Sundarbans mangrove ecosystems, Bangladesh”
ZAI BB A EEEZ Host: Associate Prof.
Naoki Okada, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival-Sakura-welcomes the arrival
of spring, with an outdoor festival held under the flowers of the
cherry trees. The very brief blooms and cloud-like flowers are a
symbol of the transience of life. I have rented an apartment at
Kitashirawa Kubota-cho, Sakyo-ku close to university and about
50 m from ‘Philosophers Path’ I used to walk through this
path and enjoy ‘Sakura’ everyday when the trees were at
bloom.

Kyoto city having 2000 religious places—1600 Buddhist
temples and 400 Shinto shrines, besides places, gardens and
architectures, make Kyoto one of the best preserved cities in
Japan. It was not possible for me to visit all in the weekend,
however those famous temples and shrines I did visited include
Kiyomizu-dera, Kinkaku-ji, Ginkaku-ji, Royan-ji, Fushimi Inari
Shrine, Kamo Shrines, Kiyomizu-dera and Nijo Castle.

Kyoto University has a unique restaurant to serve all varieties
of meals for international visitors as well as for Japanese
students. I have many choices here of selecting from rice,
noodles, soup, vegetables, salads, fish fry, chicken, sweets and
puddings. There are four Indian restaurants close to university
where I often visited for dinner and interestingly those
restaurants I find were very popular among the students. I tried
several restaurants in Kyoto during weekend. I liked ‘Sushi’
with various toppings (tuna, salmon, shrimp, eel etc.,), steamed
foods and simmered foods.

Kyoto teach me many things-
protect culture and environment,
discipline, hard-working, and
generosity. I am happy that I
could take back many good

memories from Kyoto to . <
remember and follow in my life. I~ w00 o ... .
will always look forward to  \jsit to Suntory Flowers
return.

with Prof. Tao

September 2019 - March 2020

Pierre Chollet: November 1%, 2019 - January 31, 2020
74— BN LKL EHIZ (T7FR)  Profile:
Emeritus Professor, University of Montpellier (France)
JE[EIFFE A [BREREARICBIT S 7 b 2 ouHieic
DWTOHALENIZE]  Joint research title:

“Comparative study between Japan and France :
Visualization of outcomes in agricultural management”
Z A AP E IR FEI ANHEESE #d%  Host: Prof.

Shigeaki Oda, Division of Natural Resource Economics

Giovanna Biscontin: January 1* - March 31, 2020
TaT 4 = Y7y VREFHER (4 F) R)
Profile: Lecturer, University of Cambridge (UK)
JLFWFFERE: [Space-Timef BREEFREC L 5 BFEAFMEH D
HWRIGAMAT ] Joint research title: “Earthquake dynamic
analysis of agricultural facilities by Space-Time FEM"
Z A HOIRBRE R A 5 Bd% Host: Prof.
Akira Murakami, Division of Environmental Science and
Technology

Fatiha Fort: March 15" — June 20™, 2020
TaT 4= BRI - AT (75 R)
Profile: Professor, Montpellier SupAgro (France)
HFRBFZEHE: (A VB LY 270 LX)V TOHBENFIRIC
B B AN F 2 ZZDWTORISE © HALIRIZ X 53
Joint research title: “The governance of Geographical
Indications at the meso and macro levels: A comparison
of Japan and France”
Z A EWE R F S Hart Feuer #f  Host:
Lecturer Hart Feuer, Division of Natural Resource Economics
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I remember with nostalgia when I came to
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Kyoto in September 2014. I had just graduat-

ed from my university in Kenya earlier that year in June and was

privileged to receive the MEXT scholarship to pursue my mas-

ter’s degree at Kyoto University, Graduate School of Agriculture in
the Laboratory of Bio-Sensing Engineering. Since it was my very
first time to travel abroad and hence Japan, the excitement over-
shadowed the excruciating 22 hours travel. I was excited and joy-
ous to visit Japan, not only because of its technology prowess and
the long history of collaboration with my university in Kenya, but
also the beautiful culture and tradition, the wonderful people and
was looking forward to enjoying my stay in Kyoto.

After arriving in Kyoto, I was warmly welcomed by my profes-
sor, and was introduced to my labmates who hailed from different
countries, thus making Kyoto feel like home away from home. My
lab has had a history of having many international students thus I
could learn much from diverse students from different countries.
The Graduate School of Agriculture is engulfed in the heart of the
tradition of the city, with a world heritage site (Ginkakuji) a stone-
throw away and the beautiful philosopher’s path, where I regularly
take walks in the evening. No wonder Kyoto University has con-
tinued to produce cutting edge researchers and won Nobel prizes!
Kyoto city has a long history as the former capital of Japan; thus, I
could attend the yearly held festivals such as Gion Matsuri and Aoi
Matsuri. Furthermore, every year, we
could enjoy Gozan no Okuribi (where fire
is lit on the daimonji mountain) thus mak-
ing my stay and research life in Kyoto
very special. I also developed my hobbies
of cycling and even attended kendo class-
es which deepened my understanding of
Japanese culture. This was also cemented
by reading and marvelling in wonder
about the Japanese way of life from the
book, “Bushido” by Inazo Nitobe.

: Kyoto has four seasons with breath-tak-
ing views and beauty in each season. Although my first winter was
excruciating because of the cold weather, however, this was over-
shadowed by the beautiful snow that covered the city, thus prompt-
ing me to make a “snowman™.In spring, I have enjoyed the beau-

Kendo activity
practice in Kyoto
budokaikan - .

tiful cherry blossoms near the Philopher’s path, with hanami

picnics, while in summer the greenery and the beautiful ajisai
cumbered with the continuous buzzing of the “semi” insects over-
shadow the very hot and humid summer. In autumn the Momiji

Kyoto: Academia Meets Tradition o

Stephen Njane Njehia Lab. of Bio-Sensing Engineering
Division of Environmental Science and Technology
September 2014 - September 2019

leaves colour shades on the trees
with night illuminations in the tem-
ples bring such a warmth and beauty
in Kyoto. In each of the seasons, I
enjoyed the diverse cuisine in Kyoto,
ranging from zabe in winter to soba in
summer.

My research topic in the laboratory
of Bio-Sensing Engineering was main-
ly focused on the development of a
technique to estimate the volume of
fish for aquaculture. Because of the
Kyoto University Spirit, “Discus-
sion-based self-motivated learning”, I
have learnt to engage in discussions
with not only professors in my lab and ;
students, but also companies and re- v
search institutes thus widen our scope
to application and commercialisation.

At an Agricultural

Engineerin
I also took lectures offered by the Conferegnce in Eyoto
Graduate School professors and the University

illustrations made the lectures fun and
easy to understand. I also attended Japanese classes where the
teacher was very friendly and we had fun activities like fanabata,
— shodo etc. during the classes. Every
3 3 year, the international Exchange Section
has not only organised activities such as
mochitsuki where we pound mochi and
enjoy eating together with other stu-
dent, but also trips to factories or castles
or other research centres thus broaden-
ing our understanding beyond the lab
walls. The administrative officers are
very kind, and not only have they mas-
tered our names but whenever we pass
by their offices, they are kind enough to
say hi to us. &=
Since I will graduate this year September, I will start postdoc
research under the JSPS program at Gifu University. I am very
grateful that I came to Kyoto University and the experience of ac-
ademia in the traditional city of Kyoto, the skills acquired, the
memories made, the international friends and community, the net-
work created have formed a great foundation for my next step and
are to be forever treasured. JEHRIZ R T LA 572 T,

Writing Japanese
characters at IES,
Kyoto University

& IBAVWHAFRKRE 455lE8;E Special Lectures by, Visiting Researchers €

@ Associate Prof. Stephan Fournier
(Montpellier SupAgro,
France)

“Can Geographical Indica-
tions help agricultural
development?”

July 8", 2019

@ Associate Prof. Rajesh Jha
(University of Hawaii at
Manoa, USA)

“Dietary Fiber as a Sub-
strate to Modulate Gut
Health of Poultry”

July 19", 2019

¥ LAY
| &~

Associate Prof. Rajesh Jha

@ Dr. Chung-Jung Wang
(Fu Jen Catholic University,
Taiwan)
“Changes in the Implemen-
tation Structure Community
Development Policy in
Taiwan”

July 30", 2019
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Obituary: Dr. Nobuhiro Hirai, Professor; Emeritus

Former IES staff Dr. Nobuhiro Hirai (Professor Emeritus), 65,
passed away on September 5, 2019 after struggle with illness.

Dr. Hirai worked for the international exchange promotion of
the Faculty and the Graduate School of Agriculture from October
2007 until his retirement in March 2019. He showed tremendous
leadership as the Head of IES from February 2008 to April 2017 in
events such as the International Friendship Soccer Tournament.

The IES staff feel honored to have had the opportunity to
work with Hirai sensei. May he rest in peace.

April 6, 2019 g4 100 %
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Guidance and Welcome Party for New
International Students and Tutors

ADHE - ILBEIBOLE 2 R
% El l.]’];h—/L ...............
Meeting Room & Co-op 2" floor

June 24% v 21 %,

ER ) LA e verereenennnn
One-Day Study Trip

KIRKHR R B HAE R SRR,
7'7/7:/%\7/'-}4]— ............
Research Institute of Environment,

Agriculture and Fisheries, Osaka
Prefecture, and Katashimo Winery
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July 9" & 10"

1 120 %

B AT LA RS e eeenes
Recycle Event
International Exchange Section

July 16" bl 1 %,
IFo T T Tevevrenennees
International Café Meeting
International Exchange Section
AE—#1—/ Speaker : Deng Erying

BROTVIGATRA? ooeeeees
Who are the Hakka?

4%

2019 S IfTE P E4Event 'ScheduleY(Second [Semester$2019)}

FiT
B1¢ / Date 17 / Event =15 / Venue BT SRS B
October 8" Fa1—4— FAEL 1YY A&ENN—F 1 — REE - EPEHRBEZEHR—I A

Guidance for New International Students
and Tutors & Welcome Party

Meeting Room & Co-op 2™ floor

October 28t

BIRODRZ=
One-Day Study Trip

JANAZFTI0Y—BY5—. EZRES
Yagi Bioecology Center and Shugakuin
Imperial Villa

XRE Fo>IZDAHDT KIE
International Café Meeting To be announced
RXE UDA2IAXRY K~ BRAE
Recycle Event International Exchange Section
RXE BBEIOEKRR 2SEBERZEE
Mochitsuki (Rice Cake Making) Empty lot next to the Graduate
School of Agriculture Bldg. 2
rXE EEH=E KE

Japanese Calligraphy

To be announced

EFTH - BFBERSRE

&55 (075)753-6320, 6298

e-mail fsao@kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp
http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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[FacebookldZ55] »-
https://www.facebook.com/
InternationalExchangeSection i
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