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20104E4)21H (k) 13:00-15:00
20104F4)128H (k) 13:00-14:00

Professor Zeng-Yei HSEU (#F 1E—)
(National Pingtung University of Science and Technology)
“Soil Distribution and Pedogenic Characterization in Taiwan”
“Soil formation processes on serpentines and their agro-en
vironmental implications”

20104E5)H14H () 14:00-17:00

Professor Nathalie GONTARD
(The University of Montpellier )
“Structure, transfer/reaction relationships in food/packaging
systems: integrated
approach for active biodegradable and edible materials design
with benefit and risks considerations”

Professor Stephane GUILBERT

(Biopolymer Science and Process Engineering Montpellier SupAgro )
“Bioplastics: Taylor-made protein based functional materials”

20104E5H27H (4¢) 15:00-16:30

Professor John Kenneth SCHUELLER
(University of Florida)
“Robotic and Precision Agriculture Research for Florida
Specialty Crops”

2010427 H27H (*K) 11:00-12:00
Professor Panichsakpatana SUPAMARD

(Kasetsart University)
“Better Bridging Japan and Thailand for Education in the
Future”
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“Fruitfulness of my life at Kyoto University”

Zeng-Yei Hseu (FFIF—)
Guest Professor

(National Pingtung University of
Science and Technology, Taiwan)

In my images since child time, my grandparents and parents always
liked special calendars hung on the wall for listing their work schedule.
There were many beautiful photo pictures in association with these
calendar pages, including shrines, Buddhist temples, scenes of garden, and
ladies wearing kimono, and so on. My father told me: these are symbols of
Japan. My family is mutual style of Buddhism and Taoism in religion and
similar to Japanese. When I was grown up and went to school in National
Taiwan University (NTU) from undergraduate to PhD program in Taiwan,
the first sentence in the introduction of history of NTU always told me:
NTU was initialized by Japan, which was one of nine imperial universities
of Japan before the Second World War. Japanese styles in teaching and
research gave positive and clear impacts on NTU including my learning
institute (Department of Agricultural Chemistry). In fact, my home
university: National Pingtung University of Science and Technology
(NPUST), Taiwan, was also founded under the name of "Kaohsiung State
Pingtung Extension School of Agriculture” by Japan in 1924. Therefore,
the indicators of Japanese spirit are fine culture and working hard with
high passion and concentration to me. Another reason in easily obtaining
information from Japan is few differences in most character meanings
between Japanese and mandarin.

I am a soil scientist in the studies of pedology and heavy metal contami-
nation. I have known many Japanese scientists through some interactions
during science conference or workshop for around 10 years. In my
scientific career this is not only the first time for sabbatical research, but
also being as a guest professor in abroad. “Why did you choose Kyoto
University (KU) for your visiting research?” There were many friends in
making this question to me, when I came to KU. My child images and
family culture, academic learning background, and much friendship to
Japan may have the best answer for above question.

Since approximate 5 yrs ago, I have started in the studies of serpentine
soils related to the issues in mineral transformation and heavy metal
dynamics at my home university. Based on literature report, we know
Japan and Taiwan are in the convergent belt between Euro-Asian tectonic
plate and Pacific one. It is easy to find serpentine landscapes in these
regions. Later, I knew Assistant Professor T. Watanabe during 8th
Eastern and Southeastern Asia Federation of Soil Science Societies
(ESAFS 8) held in Japan in 2007. He is an active and young soil mineralo-
gist from Soil Science Lab, Division of Environmental Science and Technol-
ogy, Graduate School of Agriculture, KU. Last year, I asked Dr. Watanabe
for the possibility of my visiting research at KU. Therefore, I realized my
dream of Japanese symbols and science in this year. Taiwan and Japan,
located in the West Pacific Ocean, are humid in climate. Serpentine
landscapes are intensively found in these regions, adjacent to the conver-
gent boundary of Eurasia Plate and Pacific Plate. In addition, the dominant

use of agricultural land in Taiwan and Japan is paddy rice production and
forest. Due to the increased use of serpentine soils in agricultural produc-
tion, the objectives of our joint research are: (1) to understand the
variation of total and extractable Ca/Mg ratios in the serpentine soils
from paddy field and forest in Taiwan and Japan, (2) to compare the
contents of Cr and Ni with the different agricultural land uses in the West
Pacific regions, and (3) to indicate the relationship between Ca/Mg ratio
and availability of Cr and Ni in these soils associated with mineral transfor-
mation.

In my staying period from February to April of 2010, I enjoyed very
much in soil science activities including conference in Tokyo and
Kumamoto, field excursion in Kyushu and Chiba for visiting soil profiles,
seminar presentation in National Institute for Agro-Environmental
Sciences, Meiji University and KU, and discussion with all members of Soil
Science Lab at KU. With respect to a soil teacher and researcher like me,
Andisol (volcanic soil) is a major type of soils in the world. However, Japan
is well known as a great kingdom of Andisol. The diverse Andisols with
different age, source, parent material, landscape, and land use gave me
advanced knowledge in teaching and research of soil science in the future.
I have fruitful harvest from these enjoyments. In addition to these, I have
visited many shrines, temples, and other heritage sites in Nara and Kyoto.
I am from a tropical country, but experienced snow in February, plum
blossoming in March, and cherry blossoming in April when I looked
around KU. During the period of cherry blossoming, I took a camera
myself every day because I could not miss any beautiful blossom. Accord-
ing to my rough calculation, the total species of cherry from my photo
picture collections is over 10 species. Surprisingly to me, the Kyoto
Visitor’'s Guide indicated the total number in Japan should be more than
20 species. The KU Museum has also attracted me to visit it, which
contains numerous collections in archeology, botany, geology, and zoology
with a large investment in maintaining operation.

A comfortable office was prepared for my stay at KU, and I have done
much paper work there such as several submissions in journal and
conference under the joint studies with my host professors (Drs. S.
Funakawa and T. Watanabe). The staff members of International
Exchange Section in Agriculture of KU helped me very much in adminis-
tration business and housing particularly the help from K. Watanabe and
K. Morita for my stay. Dr. T. Watanabe concerned me very much, too. He
always arranged well in my families short term visit here and said to me:
if any problem, please look for me anytime and anywhere. I am thankful
to all members of the Soil Science Lab, particularly for my appreciation to
the very kind assistance from Dr. K. Fujii. Fujii-san, a post Dr. Fellow, took
care of me well in twice scientific trips within Japan, due to the
complicated transport system in train. However, I taught him Chinese
sometimes and sometimes he taught me Japanese. Moreover, I felt that
Japanese graduated students pay highly attention and passion to their
studies. These harvests and friendship have promoted the strength of
collaboration between NPUST and KU.

My stay at KU is only three months and going to end soon. Anyway, I
have recalled having all nice images of Japan from my child time. I still
have much scientific business or work loadings to do at my home
university after this sabbatical research. This science recharge of my stay
at KU has clearly contributed to my promotional studies in the future. It
is an unforgettable memory to me in all exciting things at KU.

K 4. Professor Roderick Alastair DREW
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