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“A Memorable Time in Kyoto”

Roderick Drew
Guest Professor
Agronomy and Horticultural Science
October 2010 —December 2010
| (Griffithe University, Australia)

On invitation from the Faculty of Agriculture, I worked
at Kyoto University as a visiting Professor for 3 months.
Firstly, I would like to thank the Faculty of Agriculture for
the opportunity to come as a visiting Professor to Kyoto
University. It has been a very rewarding experience and
has led to important collaboration in both research and
other mutual areas of interest. I would also like to thank
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Kirie Watanabe and other staff at the international office
for all the help they have given me, both before I came to
Kyoto and during the time I was here.

Autumn is an enjoyable time of year in most parts of the
world but I doubt that there is anywhere more beautiful
than Kyoto. After a particularly long hot summer this year,
the trees throughout the city and over the mountainsides
have responded with a grand display of autumn leaves. My
family and I live in Brisbane, Australia, which is subtropical
and the trees are evergreen. It has been a great pleasure
and privilege to be here to witness the ‘momiji. We particu-
larly enjoyed our trip in the cable car up Mount Hiei
through the trees in autumn colours and the magnificent
views over Lake Biwa from the summit.

We enjoyed sampling the various foods that are available
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in Kyoto. Most Japanese foods were quite unfamiliar to us
so we tried very hard to sample something different each
day. It was not difficult for us to learn to enjoy rice and soy
sauce, yakisoba, gyoza, miso soup, tempura, sukiyaki and
udon, but we did have some difficulty with tako and raw
meats. One of the highlights was the special meal of tofu
prepared in a variety of different ways that we shared with
Professor Yonemori and his wife in a Japanese restaurant
in Arashiyama.

Kyoto is very different to Brisbane. Although the popula-
tion of the two cities is similar, the land areas are quite
different. Brisbane is one of the largest cities in area in the
world. Most of the people rely on cars for transport, even
to go to the supermarket and to take their children to
school. Brisbane has very poor public transport compared
to Kyoto. It has been different for us to be able to take so
many different buses and trains when we visited the differ-

BEEDR (29)

“Japan and Kyoto in my memories”

Ganesan Ponesakki
Doctoral Student, India
Applied Biosciences
October 2008 —September 2011
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It has been a privilege and honour to be a student of
Kyoto University, one of the world class Universities and I
am very fortunate to do my doctoral course in the Labora-
tory of Marine Bioproducts Technology under the esteemed
and genuine guidance of Professor Takashi Hirata and Dr.
Tatsuya Sugawara with a great sense of motivation and
inspiration. I had great time in this laboratory where I not
only enjoyed doing experiments but also gifted enough to
have good colleagues and friends.

Japan is the first abroad country I visited; it is a very
interesting country with beautiful seasons, blended well
with traditional and cutting edge modern technologies. I
am always impressed by the honesty, kindness, patience
and helping tendency of people in Japan.

When I arrived Japan on April 2008, the life become
challenging and interesting with different language, food
and culture. As time goes on I get adapted and started
loving the culture and food of Japan. Fresh fish (Sashimi) of
Hokkaido, Kyoto sweets, and Okonomiyaki became my

ent parts of Kyoto.
Finally, we were amazed to see so many temples and
shrines in Kyoto. We have been told that there are more
than 2000, with some being world heritage listed. The
ancient architecture is fascinating and very beautiful. We
particularly liked Kinkakuji, Heian Jingu and Kyomizudera,
but of even greater pleasure to us was the serene and
stunning gardens surrounding the temples. The stone
gardens of Ryoanji and Ginkakuji, and the wonderful
garden at Tenryuji
particularly memorable.
We will return to Brisbane
with many wonderful memo-
ries and hope to visit you
again some time in the future.
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Prof. Drew and family share lunch with Prof.
and Mrs Yonemori (2010)

The second from the left

favourite food. I am impressed by the elegance and grace in
the presentation of food in Japan. Temples, Shrines, tradi-
tional festivals and Museums became my favourite visiting
spots. I enjoyed the breeze and noise of kamokawa river in
spring, summer and fall seasons.

My life in Kyoto from 2008 to 2011 holds lot of beautiful
memories. I am living near to the Silver pavilion (Ginkakuji)
with my family. It is so refreshing to ride bicycle across the
pinky sakura and colourful autumn leaves. I was impressed
by the smiles and encouragements of strangers while
walking on streets with my pregnant wife. My daughter
Oliviya was born in Kyoto during autumn. Indeed, I am
lucky to have a wonderful host family, Mr. and Mrs.
Kumaki of Arashiyama town, who made Kyoto as my
second home, and took every chance to introduce the
traditional cultures and festivals of Kyoto.

I thank the International Exchange Section of Agricul-
ture faculty which made my life at Kyoto more enjoyable
and informative by arranging bus trips and many cultural,
sports meet and tea ceremonies. I could remember those
days we enjoyed the beauty of Wakayama and Tateyama. I
had the opportunity to interact
and make friendship with people
from different countries. I
express my gratitude to all
Japanese language teachers who
made my life in Japan easy and
enjoyable.

o oEmC E G
My Lab. members (2011)
The third from the left in the back row
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W 201144190 Werner Pleschberger (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna)
“Winter ski resorts in Austria and Japan, Are they at the edge? Two perspectives”

W 20114650 26H Method Kilasara (Sokoine University of Agriculture)
“Challenges to Sustainable Management of Land Resources in Sub-Sahara Africa: Case Study of Tanzania”

M 2011466 H20H Yun-Hwa Peggy Hsieh (Florida State University)
“Immunodetection for Food Safety and Food Quality”
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