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Fruitful one-year stay at the Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto University
Shinya Sugita

First of all, I am grateful to the Graduate School of Agriculture,
Kyoto University, for funding my one-year stay (October 2015 -
September 2016) and to the staff member at the International
Exchange Section for taking good care of me during the stay. It
was fun, informative and productive to be at Kyoto University.
Since the early 1980s I'd lived mostly outside of Japan and had
not experienced various aspects of the Japanese culture, history,
nature, and academia. The experience as a research scholar in
Kyoto gave me a few new perspectives on the life in Japan.

I've been working in a small academic institution in Estonia
since 2008. Thus it was stimulating to work again in a large and
active research organization such as the Faculty of Agriculture.
There are a wide variety of active research groups and labs in the
Faculty and various inter-college institutions at the university.
Advantages in this kind of working environment are obvious;
frequent interaction and exchange of ideas among colleagues in
the intra- and inter-disciplinary setting facilitates originality and
creativity. Internationalization is visible as well; for example, the
Forest Utilization Lab, where I stayed,
has had many international students
and visitors from many countries in
Asia, Europe and North America. I
attended seminars in various working
groups and labs that provided me new
ideas and overviews of the current trends
in other fields of forest ecology and

biology. I learned a lot. Party at the lab

One of the primary aims during my visit was to learn new
methods and concepts for forest reconstruction using tree-ring
data, developed by Prof. Akira Osawa of the Forest Utilization
Lab. Currently Akira and I are working together to evaluate how
the changes in storm patterns have affected coastal forests and
ecosystems in Estonia. In northern Europe, human-induced
global warming appears influencing the changes in storm
regimes over the last 50 years. Our multidisciplinary project
uses biological remains and chemical tracers preserved in bog
sediments, geomorphological features and stratigraphy of sand
layers buried along the coast, and tree-ring information from
forest stands of pine and spruce for reconstruction of the past
changes in storminess in the last few thousand years. We expect
to provide insights into possible future scenarios of the impacts
of the regime shifts of strong storms on the coastal ecosystems
in the region. Akira’s method for stand reconstruction is crucial
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for evaluating the changes in stand biomass and structure over
the last 100-150 years that are important to help bridge the
knowledge gap between the historical and prehistorical/
paleoecological understanding of the past coastal ecosystems.
We also co-taught a graduate course on “Reconstruction of long-
term forest development: concepts, methods and implications”
in the spring semester in 2016; interaction with students and
young scientists was fun during the course.

The life in Kyoto was fascinating. There are so many places and
things in Kyoto to explore. I visited many temples, shrines and
historical places; I've never visited so many cultural monuments
in a year. The distinctive four seasons color the atmosphere in the
city and its vicinity nicely as well. Walking in the nearhby
mountains also stimulated my thoughts on the complex web of
the human-nature interactions over the last few millennia in the
area. Japan and northwestern Europe
have many similarities and differences
how humans have influenced the nature
and how the nature has affected humans.
As a palaeoecologist I appreciate the
diversity of landscape changes in culture
and nature in many parts of the world.
Kyoto is definitely one of the most
memorable places I've ever stayed.

Ginkaku-ji
in the snow
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I have been in Japan for over five years and
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I must say that it is a great and unique

country especially for people who are living in Kyoto “the heart of
Japan”. I did my undergraduate degree at Doshisha University,
majoring in economics. Although I have decided to study
economics, I have been interested in studying agriculture since I
was a child. Now, at Kyoto University, I am pursuing a master
degree in the Faculty of Agriculture. The field of agriculture had
always fascinated me. I am passionate about environmental science
and I always like to share that passion with many people.

This is a story of mine designed specifically for international
students just embarking on a more or less prolonged period of
residence in the Kansai region, with the aim of increasing both
their understanding and their sense of well-being while here. First
of all, before telling you this funny story about myself, I would like
to thanks to the many people who helped me these past few years
- mostly my Japanese host family- as well as my sensei and of
course all my fellow “ryuugakusei” who have patiently endured
my stumbling over Japanese words.

Nowadays, I don't just know Japanese. I don't just *understand*
Japanese. I *speak* Japanese. It's shaky and my vocabulary has
gaps, but I can now carry on conversations with confidence, answer
questions intelligently and ask for clarification for words I don't
understand and intuitively understand many of their forms and
usage. More of my gaps close every day, faster and faster. And five
years ago, I knew barely five words and maybe four sentences.
Now I stand on the brink of fluency. Well, after arriving to Japan I
started taking some Japanese class, after six month I was so
confident as some
Japanese people were
telling me “XHR57,
Being over confident, I
started going out by
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myself, taking train,
What the hell, OMG! shopping and so on.
ONEABZLE ((AAE) BLSIEIARe
2016FE

2 I#:Studies on Fruit Abscission Mechanisms During Physiological
Fruit Drop in Citrus (%723 DL % R B1T 5 R EBEBERE O M)

BMRIFEER

Choi BaekYong:A Study of Foraging Behavior and Physiological
Adaptation of Western Drywood Termite: A Framework for Development
of Novel Bandage System (7 X475 %4 307 DB EFTEI B L O FL
WIS T ARFEH BN T — VMBS 25 WO BTN )

Bo Sann:Functional Trait Based Commumty Assembly ina Secondary Tropical
Dry Forest (i Wz ) Z AR BT AERRE I IO W 7 BER TR,

Khoirul Himmi Setiawan:Nesting Blology of the Drywood Termite,
Incisitermes minor (Hagen) (7 )7 4 20 7) O B 2)

Aye Aye Saw:Deforestation and Local Livelihood Strategy: A Case of
Encroachment into the Wunbaik Reserved Mangrove Forest, Myanmar (FH{H 2
IR RO AWM 30> 0 — 7 N 7oy 70— T RERAO A i)

Melissa Agustin:Thermal Stabilization of Nanocellulose by Chemical
Modification ({b 25812 & 2 F/ LV T — AT B ) 1)

% HEiHStudy of Bacterial Cellulose Synthase by Recombinant Protein
IR ARG VBB T) TRV a— A B KRB § A1F7%E)

AL RTIFFH

AR B Development of Dual Gas Diffusion-Type Biofuel Cells on the Basis
of Electrochemical Understanding of Enzyme-Modified Electrodes (% 3% H#¢
RO R LR BRI\ T2 A AL O A AR O B 5E)

Sakuntala Saijai:Analysis and Application of Microbial Consortia Involved
in Ammonification and Nitrification for Organic Hydroponics (£ A/ Bkkkhs

CBIBT R T B LU ERAL R B 55 A 1A s DR L IE )

IAEMFEIFER

T Hb:Studies on Utilization of Tamarind Kernel Powder Extract Residue as a Feed
for Ruminants (¥ ")~ MO S35 5 H TR L L CORICE 5 AHT%E)

Sukanya Kamphayae:Utilization and Development of Liquid Brewer's
Yeast Mixed with Cassava Pulp for Cattle Feed (v 4 /377 V1L iR
BLIRE —VEERE O SRk L COR L BRI B 3 500F%)

4 JV:External pH in Culture on Somatic Cell Reprogramming and
Cell Differentiation in Mouse and Chicken Cells (¥ 7ABLI=71)
DORAINE I e A I K33 pHOSE BB 3 510 58)

My Life in Kyoio....................................

Steve Jean Pierre Master's Course student, Haitian
Division of Environmental Science and Technology
October 2015 — present

There was that day, I went to a restaurant

and ordered some food and a glass of ;k
orange juice. While I was sipping my L

orange juice, I felt it was not sweet enough. The waitress was
passing by, I asked her in Japanese “Shio kudasai = some salt
please” instead of “Sato kudasai = some sugar please”. After this
incident, I took a resolution to always move with my Japanese
dictionary just in case.

I have to say that I am a passionate about manga and animation and
visiting Kyoto manga museum brings me a lot of joy. Because through
some panorama of books and prints, people learn how books and
prints were produced from the early 1600s. The topics and styles of
book illustrations and prints are related to some details of daily life,
but also show the importance of imagination, fantasy and the grotesque
in popular graphic art.

In order to cover both my favorite place and temple I think I
should say that in Japan, religion as some characteristics—ritual,
artistic, philosophical, and doctrinal. The importance of matsuri (
%% festivals) in both ancient and modern times is strong in Kyoto.
The Gion Matsuri, the most important festival in Kyoto and one of
the most famous in Japan, consists of many ceremonies and rituals
of purification. I just lost count of how many times I took part of
this incredible matsuri.

The temple Kiyomizu-dera (I 7K=F) is one of the most popular
temples of Japan and one of my favorite. It is about 18 meters in
height. It is best known for its terrace, which allows having a
magical view of the city of Kyoto. There is a Japanese expression
that says "to jump off the terrace of the temple Kiyomizu (5K D
AR SMOBED %) ". A tradition claimed that if a person
survived a jump from the terrace, his or her wish would come true.
Finally, last year I felt that I was brave enough to jump off the
terrace, when I was about to jump I just woke up. Well, it was just
a dream!
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