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“Bridging Japan and Thailand
for Better Education in the Future”

Supamard Panichsakpatana
Guest Professor

(Kasetsart University, Thailand)

Perspective of educational level

and working age in Thailand
In Thailand, children around 900,000 are born yearly.

Around 600,000 children engage in the school level and
300,000 enroll in higher education.

Every year around 200,000 students graduate from univer-
sities and flow into the labor market.

According to the statistics in 2008, around 30 million people
were of working age. Of these people, 44%, 14%, 18% and
20% finish their study at primary, secondary and high
school levels and university level, respectively.

Responsibility of Rajabhat universities

in education

Rajabhat universities (RU) are the main institutions produc-
ing human resources in higher education. No less than 30%
and 15% of all the undergraduate and graduate students of
public universities enroll in Rajabhat universities.

In contrast to the students in other public universities,
these students are people living locally and coming from
low income families. Rajabhat universities are hence the
institutions truly for the local people. After graduation,
they seek jobs at the places nearby their hometowns.
That is why approximately more than 70% of the teachers
in school level in the rural areas graduated from the group
of Rajabhat universities.

With the calculation using these figures with that of the
people at the working age, it reveals that no less than 50%
of the people of working age in the rural areas are direct or
indirect products of the Rajabhat institutions.

This is to say, the quality of education in Thailand depends
much on the standard and quality of Rajabhat universities.

Rajabhat universities are the group of 40 local universities
in 40 of 76 provinces all over Thailand such as Chiang Mai
RU, Ubol Ratchathani RU, etc. Rajabhat universities have
been developed from the local teaching colleges located in
almost every province in the past. Some have the history
dating back 100 years. All of them have become compre-
hensive universities since 2004.

Bridging Japan-Thailand for better education

Since Rajabhat universities became universities about a

decade ago, the number of teaching staff holding doctoral
degrees has been still quite low and the academic degree
ratio of teaching staff has not yet to meet the international
standard. There are substantial needs for them to further
their studies up to master and doctoral degree levels. This
can be done in many ways through collaboration between
the two countries such as the joint degree program,
the Ronpaku program and the sister university
system.

Japan has used upstream development for Thai universi-
ties for quite a long time, and it is clear that many big
universities in Thailand have improved their strength in
many areas of knowledge. From a Thai perspective, there
are two symbols of educational collaboration between
Japan and Thailand in the past: engineering and agricul-
tural sciences. There should be another symbol of collabo-
ration for the future, the most desirable benefit to Thailand:
the improvement of Thai educational standard. Itis
an opportunity for Japan to lend a helping hand for
downstream development especially for the Rajabhat
universities since building the strength of knowledge in
Rajabhat universities really means building the strength of
Thailand’s education, building better bridges between
Japan and Thailand through collaboration in education. The
outreach of Japan to Rajabhat universities near Thai
borders could extend the helping hand to our ASEAN
countries as well since some academic collaboration among
these countries has been already established. For example,
Sakon Nakhon RU has strong collaboration with some
universities in Laos and Vietnam such as Savannakhet
University, Quang Binh University, Quang Tri Teacher
Training College and Da Nang University. Whenever the
collaboration takes place, and since the Japan outreach
could be borderless, the collaboration can be extended to

neighboring countries that are interested.

Thai MS students on field study of swine waste as nutrient source
for energy crops (corn, sugar cane and cassava) : £ 4%/t
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“Impressions of Kyoto and Japan’

John K. Schueller
Guest Professor

(University of Florida, USA)

It has been a privilege and honor to spend three months
in the Faculty of Agriculture at Kyoto University as a
guest professor. The time went very quickly for me and
I'm sad to leave my many new friends. During the time I
worked with many masters and Ph.D. students who were
doing some very interesting work. Although they were
doing excellent work without my input, I hope that they
have benefited from my attempts to help. They were
receptive to my suggestions for both research work and
English usage and had a good attitude to improve.

I travel very much internationally. Once I travelled on
four continents within a four week period! Due to that
travel, and a visit to Kyoto University in 2005, there were
no major problems or surprises. In fact the biggest
surprise is that my time is over already. But I was asked
my impressions of Kyoto and Japan, so they follow.

Japan is a very orderly country. For example, buses and
trains run very much on time. This dependability makes
it very easy for an international visitor. Of course, that
same attention to detail and correctness means that applica-
tion forms and other documents must be filled out precisely.
This was not easy for someone like me who has no
Japanese language skills.

As a visitor to Japan, I sometimes unknowingly did
something that was not appropriate to cultural norms. For
example, I like to eat food while walking down a street and
sometimes forget that it is not normal in Japan. But,
although strictly following norms themselves, I found the
Japanese to be very tolerant of unusual behavior.

One of the biggest challenges of a foreigner living in any
country for an extended time is learning when it is accept-
able to break the rules. In Japan, it seems the rules are
mostly followed. This makes it easy for the foreigner to
learn and fit in and that is the way I started. But
sometimes one must break the rules, such as parking
bicycles in no-parking areas and crossing streets away
from corners. Knowing when to commit such minor
transgressions and when not to is always difficult for a

foreigner. Japan is no different.

One of the things that makes Japan easy and stress-free
for visitors is that it is one of the safest places in the world.
You can eat the food and drink the water anywhere

without getting sick. I have unfortunately proved that this
is not the case in some other places. It is also safe in that
no physical harm will come to you if you get lost. You even
won't dehydrate as there are drink vending machines
everywhere.

The major difficulty for someone like me in a place like
Japan is always the language. Therefore, I really appreci-
ate the orderliness, the English and romanji in public
transportation, and the helpfulness of people.

Due to a relatively small size and a mountainous terrain,
Japan's populated areas are densely populated. This
creates some advantages, such as a frequent and efficient
public transportation system. But it also makes for a
shortage of space—for living, for industry, and for trash. It
will be interesting for those of us on the outside to see how
Japan handles the situation.

Last year Japan's population decreased.
Normally, it would seem a good thing to reduce the popula-
tion density on such crowded islands. But when combined
with the also-good long Japanese lifespan, this means that
the ratio of working people to retirees will continue to
increase. It will also be interesting to us to see how Japan
handles this problem which we will also experience.

While I watch Japan's future, I will mostly remember the
kindness and helpfulness of my colleagues at Kyoto Univer-
sity. I owe them a lot of thanks. Firstly, Prof. Naoshi
Kondo who was my host and was very welcoming and
helpful.  Secondly, Associate Professor Michihisa Iida.
And all the staff and students in the Agricultural Process
Engineering Laboratory. I learned a lot from them.

Kirie Watanabe and the other staff in the international
programs offices were very helpful with many details and

preventing concerns and issues from becoming big
problems. Professors Philip Lee and Supamard Panichsak-
patana introduced me to many of the beautiful sights of
Kyoto. To all them, and others, I owe great thanks.
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W 20104£11H30H (4K) 13:30 ~14:30
Professor Rod DREW (Griffith University, Australia)
“In vitro Culture and Biotechnology of Tropical Horticultural Species”

B 20104£12H14H(K) 13:30 ~14:30
Professor Halvor SOLHEIM (Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway)
“Can trees be vaccinated ? - Experience with Norway Spruce (Picea abies)”

M 20114F2H15H(!X) 15:00 ~16:30
Professor Malcolm FITZ-EARLE (Capilano University, Canada)
“Conservation of Biodiversity in Japan, Canada and Internationally”
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Cabanos Cerrone Salamat
Molecular and Structural Analysis of Peanut Allergens and Development of a Peanut Variety Lacking Major
Allergens by Heavy-ion Beam Irradiation

B HMEEHEI
Ya Min Thant

Impact of Cyclone Nargis on Mangrove Forests and People in the Ayeyarwady Delta and Its Consequences to
Refor estation Activity

Lisman Suryanegara
Acceleration of the Molding Cycle of Semi-crystalline Polylactic Acid by Cellulose Nanofibers Reinforcement
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Immunolocalization of Hemicelluloses in Differentiating Xylem of Cryptomeria japonica
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Amr Mohammed Hassan Hassan Awad
Studies of Novel Enzymes Involved in Metabolism of 2-Chloroacrylic Acid
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Emily Sucaldito Antonio
Feeding Dynamics of Benthic Communities from Yura River-Estuary to Tango Sea

Yadav Prasad Gyawali
Cytological Dissection and Genetic Analysis of Rye Chromosome 1R

Sarawaneeyaruk Siriruk
Studies on Cap-Independent Translation and RNA Replication Mechanisms of Dianthovirus
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Hagus Tarno
Studies on the Biology of the Ambrosia Beetle, Platypus quercivorus (Murayama) in the Gallery, Related to Frass
Production and Male Behavior
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Degradation Kinetics of Uronic Acids in Subcritical Water
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