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“My memories of Kyoto and
Kyoto University”

Kyou Seung Lee
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; ;? . (Sungkyunkwan Universtiy, Korea)

Our Laboratory, Bio-environment & Information
Engineering Laboratory, Sungkyunkwan University,
Korea has had a good relationship with Laboratory of
Agricultural Systems Engineering, Graduate School of
Agriculture, Kyoto University since early 2000s. From
that time we have exchanged research ideas and had
joint seminars between two Laboratories. We had joint
seminars two times, the one on April 4". 2004 and the
other on May 17", 2010 at Sungkyunkwan University.
In the first international joint seminar entitled “2004
Korea — Japan joint seminar on Agricultural System and
Bio-mechatronics Engineering in the Future” , twelve
research papers were presented. At that time 4
professors including Prof. Oida, who already retired in
2006, and 7 students from Kyoto University participated
in that seminar. In the second joint seminar, there were
also 12 presentations of research papers. This time
Professor Hiroshi Shimizu guided Japanese group to
Korea. Four professors and 6 students participated in
the second joint seminar. Also Korean research team
including me visited Laboratory of Agricultural
Systems Engineering, Kyoto University two times since
2004 for sharing research ideas and discussing the joint
research project. I think that this kind of research
exchange program make possible for me to work as a
visiting professor in the Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto
University.

It was great honor and pleasure for me to work as a
visiting professor in the Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto
University. I am very much thankful to my host
Professor Hiroshi Shimizu and other Professors, Prof.
H. Nakashima, Prof. J. Miyasaka and Prof. Ohdoi.

During the time I worked as a visiting professor I gave
lectures for the master and Ph.D students two hours a

week. In the class, students were from four different
countries such as Japan, Afghanistan, China and
Indonesia. It was a good experience for me to give
lectures for international students. My lectures were
mainly concerned with soil-machine systems. In this
course, theory of similitude based on the dimensional
analysis was introduced for developing general
soil-machine relations for different soil conditions. I
also attended Laboratory seminar which was held every
Wednesday afternoon from 1 o’ clock. It was a great
chance for me to know the recent research activity of
Laboratory of Agricultural Systems Engineering, Kyoto
University. Especially I was impressed with the
research topics related with plant factory, which is fairly
new area in agricultural engineering.

I had a field trip to a plant factory with Prof.

J. Miyasaka, Prof. Ohdoi and students on September
27". That factory produces commercially fresh
vegetables such as lettuce and spinach. I have never
seen such a big plant factory which produces fresh
vegetables commercially in my country. We have also
plant factories in Korea, but all of them are for research
purpose, not for producing vegetables for sale. It was a
good chance for me to have some ideas about plant
factory. I also visited a biogas production company at
the same day. The company produced biogas from
fermented cow dung and after all it produces some
organic fertilizer. The company contributes very much
for making the rural environment clean and
comfortable. I think we need also this kind of biogas
production systems in my country. | made another field
trip to the Kubota farm machinery company which is
located in Sakai city near Osaka. This company mainly
produces farm tractors, construction machinery and
combine harvester. At that time I watched farm tractor
and engine producing line. Many of the fabrication were
carried out automatically by robots. One of the
interesting things for me is that generally Kubota
Company is known for producing big farm machinery,
but that company produces also rice quality inspection
machine. Kubota Company produces not only
pre-harvest machinery but also post-harvest machinery.




I came to Kyoto on August 31% 2012 on very wet and
hot day, one day earlier than I scheduled. When 1
arrived at my house, Prof. Nakashima welcomed me
there with the owner of the house. The house was two
stories, clean and very nice. My house is located near
the Ginkakuji temple and path of philosophy. I was so
lucky to stay in such a good house with pleasant
surroundings. I used to walk path of philosophy for
twenty minutes almost every morning before breakfast.
It made me very comfortable and healthy. There is a
mountain in the back of Ginkakuji temple, named
Daimonji mountain. I also climbed that mountain
sometimes with my wife to see the overview of Kyoto
city. From the top of mountain I noticed that Kyoto is
surrounded with many mountains. I met many Japanese
on the top of the mountain and found that they also like
climbing mountain very much like me. From the top of
the mountain I found that there are many small green
parts inside Kyoto city, and I thought those would be
temples and shrines. In Kyoto, there are many temples
and shrines which make Kyoto very attractive as a
sightseeing place for many people.

I visited many traditional culture places of Kyoto and
other cities near Kyoto such as Nara, Osaka and Kobe.
Many of the temples, shrines and castles I visited are
UNESCO World Heritage sites. Among the many
temples and shrines I visited, memorable places are
Kiyomizu temple and its vicinity. There is a narrow old
street, Ninen-zaka and Sannen-zaka, before we arrive at
Kiyomizu temple. We could find many small shops
which sell many different kinds of traditional Japanese
food, pottery, pictures and playthings. I also enjoyed

very much the color of maple leaves changed into red at
Eikando temple during night time. The color of maple
leaves with light-up was really fantastic. Nijo castle,
Kinkakuji and Ginkakuji temples were also impressive
for me. Lake Biwa, the biggest lake in Japan, is another
place I visited around Kyoto area. There is Lake Biwa
Museum with several exhibition halls such as Human
History Hall, Geological History Hall, Discovery Hall
and Aquarium. After I visited Lake Biwa Museum, I
understood many things about Japanese old culture
around Lake Biwa area.

Lastly I would like to express my sincere thanks to Ms.
Kirie Watanabe and the other staff members at the
International Exchange Section office, and Prof. M.
Akamatsu for their help of my lecture and many other
things.

Kiyomizu temple October 6, 2012
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“Precision agriculture as a farming management concept: Ex Gx M x T”

201345 H30H (AR) 13:30-15:00 (ELEEERAEAAE W50255)

M Professor Werner PLESCHBERGER (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Austria)
“Promotion of renewable energies in the EU — strategic governance by information processing ”

201346 H27H (K) 16:30-17:30 (FEAEA A WA20)

M Professor Supiandi SABIHAM (Bogor Agricultural University, Indonesia)
“SAWAH CULTIVATION IN JAVA: Past, Present, and Future Developments for Sustainable Food Production in the Region”
20134E8 H2H (4) 16:30-18:00 (A A S173%)
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