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-@Eﬂm ==s=mme=== “My great and memorable experience at Kyoto University”
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Author: 7th from the right

I came to Kyoto University working as visiting professor during
July till December 2014. I was at Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture
in which Professor Eiji Nawata was my host. One of a great
challenge task for me was to teach an international students those
who were from difference field of research. My course title was
“Systems Simulation and Modeling”. For the first 3 months of my
stay, [ have put all my effort to design and edit a text book for the
class. I was so grateful that Professor Eiji Nawata had my text
book published and distributed for students who took the class.
Three months of teaching (October-December) was so soon to
me. My students were so terrific. They all shared and participated
on every lecture that I gave. [ was so happy to be with the class.

Thank for Professor Eiji Nawata who invited me to join the
Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture. Not only teaching but also I've
a chance to be around with students under this laboratory. I've
learn that they were so serious with their study particularly with
their thesis research. They were great students indeed. This was
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Sakda Jongkaewwattana Visiting Professor
Tropical Agriculture
July 1 — December 31, 2014
(Chiang Mai University, Thailand)

also because of good care and advice from their professors.

Being in Japan and live like Japanese was a great experience for
me. During my stay, I've had a chance to wander around Kyoto as
well as some other cities like Osaka and Hiroshima. Even though I
had come visit Japan many times but not for the long visit like this
time. I've learn the discipline and kindness of Japanese people.
Kyoto is a great cultural and world heritage city. Every time I walk
around the city with my camera, I could capture lot of memorahle
photos not only great landscape but also culture of people in this old
city. What a great moment. I would also like to thank the International
Exchange Section, Graduate School of Agriculture for setting up
trip programs. I've joined the trip to The Central Kyoto Municipal
Wholesale Market and Nara city. The arrangement of the program
was so informative and fun. The trip to wholesale market showed
how food particularly fruit, vegetable and fish distributed and price
set. The Nara trip was also very interesting. Not just a sight-seeing
but we all learned history of Buddhism in Japan.

With all support and friendship, I would like to give sincere thanks
to Professor Miyagawa, Dean of the Graduate School of Agriculture
and the Faculty of Agriculture, Professor Eiji Nawata and all faculty
and member of Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture and International
Exchange Section, Graduate School of Agriculture. I hope that I will
have a chance to visit Kyoto University again.
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B Professor Abdel-Samad Ali Mohamed
(VT bTVa—bKY)
“Sustainable Rural
Development in Egypt:
Walking Through History
and Exploring the Future”

20154E7H13H (1)
13:00-14:30
R A AEW302)

Prof. Ali (center)

M Professor Ke-Sheng Cheng
(B - FHRWERE)
“Spatiotemporal Stochastic |
Modeling of Multi-Site Stream
Flows — with Application to
Irrigation Water Management
and Risk Assessment”

20154E7H16H (K)

14:45-16:15
AR A EW302)

M Professor Roengsak Katawatin
(54 - 2y 2 KP)
“Mapping Salt-Affected
Soils in Northeast
Thailand: From Past to
Present”

20154E7H22H ()
13:00-14:30
A EWA420)

Prof. Katawatin (center)
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I was influenced by Japanese culture, especially animation and
manga, since I was a teenager and I did not even think that I will
have a chance to study in Japan. In 2014, [ was fortunate enough to
have the opportunity to be a Master student at the prestigious
Kyoto University — thanks to the Japanese Government that
granted me the “Monbukagakusho” scholarship and made my
studying possible here.

I landed my first step in Japan in the morning of a sunny day on
3rd October 2014. Then, I took an arranged shuttle bus by the
laboratory’s secretary from the Kansai International Airport to the
Kyoto International Student Orientation Center - Mizuki
Dormitory. The next day, | met KITAJIMA Sensei along with other
international student (PhD) of her which is now my best friend,
Nalaka Geekiyanage from Sri Lanka. She guided us around the
campus and introduced us to every member in the laboratory and
vice versa. One special thing was I had a Japanese student as my
tutor to handle everything in academic procedure as well as daily
life. So, I felt comfortable to start up a good life in Kyoto since that
moment onward.

Currently, I am enrolled as a 1-year student in the Division of Forest
and Bio-material Science, particularly Laboratory of Tropical Forest
Resource and Environment under direct supervision of Professor
Kaoru KITAJIMA who is best known as a plant functional ecologist.
All the lectures, seminars, discussion and presentation are mainly
conducted in English
language and I found
there is no difficulty for
me at all in academic life.
However, like other
International students, I
faced with some
difficulties such as the
differences in languages,
culture, climate, and
lifestyle during the first
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”Kyoto, New Chapter of My Life Book” --------

Chhuong Ouch Master’s student, Cambodian

Tropical Forest Resource and
Environment

October 2014 — present

semester of my studying. How do I
overcome with those difficulties and
stressful issues?

First I need to study Japanese, so I began my Japanese language
class every evening of Tuesday from 16:00-17:00 along with some
other international friends that was taught by Mari WATANABE
Sensei at International Exchange Section (IES) Office. Although it
is difficult for me to learn, I'm pretty sure that Japansese language
is very interesting. Moreover, by taking a class there, it provides
me more opportunities to gain friends and participate in major
activities including visit to Kyoto Central Market and Wholesale,
Nara Trip to Horyuji and Asuka, Kurama Dera, Setsubun Matsuri,
Himeji-Jo, Soccer Tournament and BBQ Party, Tanabata Matsuri
to experience Yukata and Japanese Tea Ceremony, and there are
more to list them all here.

On the other hand, I volunteer to work as an Academic Officer
for Khmer Student Association in Kansai (KSAK) in order to
arrange the Academic Forum which provides new skills and
knowledge from Cambodian students’ research finding who study
at the universities within Kansai region to share to all participants,
both Khmer and foreigners. This is a social activity to promote
education sharing as a part of KSAK overall missions.

As per feeling, I truly believe that coming to Kyoto University,
Japan for studying is the best choice of mine for pursuing higher
education due to its state-of-the-art learning facilities, great research
environment, whole-hearted and leading professors, plus a joyful
international exchange with multi-cultures students. I did notice the
mutual respect, punctuality and sincerity of the people as well.

I also introduced Japan as the best destination of study to
Cambodian students in my home university - Royal University of
Agriculture - and other universities in Cambodia about its study
and research via the Khmer Student Association in Kansai
Facebook fanpage. I hope that not only Cambodian’s students but _
also the other international students will choose Kyoto University,
Japan for their destination of higher education.

Hello everyone! My name is Sakiko Imaeda. |
took over Ms. Kirie Watanabe’s job at the
International Exchange Section on April 1. My
main jobs at IES are providing services for
visiting professors and organizing international
events. It's already been 6 months since | started
working at IES, and my time here so far has been
wonderful. I've met many great people including
my coworkers, professors, and students. This job
is sometimes challenging, but it's definitely
rewarding and worthwhile since I've always wanted to help foreigners in
Japan after encountering support and kindness of friends and professors
while studying abroad at UC Davis in California as a college junior.

Alittle bit about myself...... | was born in Hyuga City, Miyazaki and raised
in Beppu City, Oita. | came to Kyoto 6 years ago to go to college and have
been living in Kyoto since then. | like watching movies, listening to music,
spending time with my family back in my hometown, and spending way
more time than | should at my favorite coffee place.

| will do my best to organize fun and meaningful new international events
as well as carry on our regular events that have been very successful for
many years. Your suggestions, ideas for new events are always welcome,
so please feel free to stop by IES anytime!
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One-Day Study Trip
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Higashimaru Soy Sauce Factory, Himeji
Castle (Hyogo)
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International Friendship Soccer Tournament
and BBQ
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Athletic field, empty lot next to the Grad
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Besides our regular events, we have been planning
new events such as Japanese flower arrangement
demonstration and IES Friday Cinema (movie showing).
Please feel free to stop by IES and join our events!
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2015 0Oct. 5 MABZESAIVR - #8l/\—F«  LEBERHIER REMARXILB)IEDH]
Guidance and Welcome Party for Co-op 2 floor BT A 3
New | ional Stud A il
Oct. 20 ‘;H;I%v Br}t‘efjrn%atlona D EREEF AN SETTMARE BTG RIS
ct. %EB)% F REKRZ PYINR -8 UNES == i
One-Day Study Trip Kyoto University Katsura Campus, i .(075)753 6320’ 6298 )
Rakusai Bamboo Forest Park e-mail fsao@kais.kyoto-uac.jp
Nov. UH1HZIL1~Y ~ e o http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
Recycle Event International Exchange Section Office [FacebooklgUshELE] B '-r-t. -..
Dec. E-~chhHIT *F https://www.facebook.com/ & ERewiES
International Café Meeting TBA InternationalExchangeSection E|.'
2016 Jan. $EOOBIDEAR BRI SERZEE E e
The 9" Annual Rica-Cake Making  Empty lot next to the Grad School . i o
of Agri Bldg. 2 REPHPRXTG./ RIEH] 15
Feb. &% ERsRE I SO
Setsubun International Exchange Section Office *Newsletter /N w I F /N —&R— L\
Mar. Fa1—49—H15YR XE R—=YV[CEBHFHLTVFT,
Tutor Guidance TBA




