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.@EE moommesmssmes=e====®  Three Months in Kyoto: My Story

— Roengsak Katawatin

Last year, I had an opportunity to
visit Kyoto University, working as a
visiting research scholar at the Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture,
Graduate School of Agriculture, for 3 months from May to July
2015. I got a variety of valuable experiences —academically and
non-academically.

Let me begin my story with the academic activities. At the
Graduate School of Agriculture,my assignments included teaching
and research. I was responsible for a lecture course at the graduate
level entitled “Introductory Geo-Informatics of Land Resources”.
Students attended this course were from several laboratories,
including Tropical Agriculture, Ecology and Environment, Forest
Resources and Society, and Bio-Sensing Engineering.

I enjoyed sharing my experience with all of them. In addition to
the regular lectures, I also gave a special lecture on mapping salt-
affected soils in Northeast Thailand, in which a chronicle of
mapping these problem soils in the region was presented.

Attending student seminar was also included in my commitments.
Every Friday, I participated in a seminar which students of the
Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture —graduate and undergraduate —
presented the progress of their research. Professors and staff
members also attended the seminar and provided suggestions and
comments. Lunch after the seminar was very impressive to me.
Students and staffs brought their own lunch and enjoyed sharing their
experiences in a variety of topics. I noticed that mostly miscellaneous
things such as music, food, culture etc. were talked about.

During the period of my stay, I also carried on a research about
the field-scale variability of some important soil chemical properties
in salt-affected areas. Its results have been used in several other
relevant studies conducted since after coming back to Thailand.

In Kyoto, I stayed in a livable apartment near the Graduate
School of Agriculture and Ginkakuji temple. The neighborhood
was very peaceful, and there were quite a few groceries and
convenient stores in the vicinity.

Transportation was very convenient. From my place, there were
several interesting places in a walking distance and many more that
could easily be accessed by bus and train. Relevant information
provided for tourists and foreigners made it easy to travel around
Kyoto and the surrounding areas. Quite often, I planned my trips
based on the “BUS and Train Veteran: Arukumachi Kyoto Route
Planner"—a free web application offering information on available
routes, timetables, and fares for city buses and train services.

As far as food was concerned, I had no problem while staying in
this city. Usually, I prepared breakfast and cooked dinner at my
apartment. In every morning a typical breakfast —boiled egg,
toast, salad, and juice/coffee —was prepared. Dinners —Thai,
Japanese, or Western —were cooked quite often (except for some
busy days TV dinners were prepared instead). On the working
days, I regularly enjoyed lunch at the university co-op’s cafeteria
nearby the Graduate School of Agriculture. This place was not
only very close to my office, but also, it served good meals with
reasonable prices. [ was told that the food here tasted better than
that served in any other cafeterias on campus, and I believed it.

Actually, in Kyoto, cooking was not difficult for me. Good quality
fresh materials, almost everything I wanted, could easily be shopped
from the grocery stores in close proximity. Nevertheless, in the first
few weeks of my stay, I could not find a specific type of Thai
seasoning source of my favorites. Fortunately, later I found it in an
import store located in the city’s center, on the north side of Sanjo
Dori, between Kawaramachi and the Kamo River —thanks to Google.

Japanese food is one of my favorite. Sometimes I went out for
the authentic cuisines.

Visiting Associate Professor
Tropical Agriculture

May 1 - July 31, 2015

(Khon Kaen University, Thailand)

It was a very impressive experience indeed to enjoy real Japanese food
in the atmosphere of this old city. The recommended food shops and
restaurants with their locations on maps were searched from the
internet. In fact, the relevant information could easily be obtained
from Thai tourists sharing their experiences on the social media,
because Kyoto is one of their most favorite destinations. During the
period of my stay, I met a lot of Thai people —tourists, students and
parents, and academic scholars etc. —everywhere. I could even see
bottles of drink labeled in Thai in some vending machines.

I rarely watched TV. This was mainly
because I do not really know Japanese,
except for some very basic words such
as “arigato gozaimasu”, “sayonara” and
only a few more. Even so, there was a
TV program which I liked very much. It
was a music show of the Japanese oldies
presented by “somewhat” aged singers. In the show, there were
several singers and star actors /actresses whom I knew from the
TV programs broadcasted in Thailand many years ago when I was
a schoolboy. One of them was Morita Kensaku, my favorite
Japanese actor ever. I remembered him and his song called “Saraba
Namida To Iou” very well because of a very popular movie series
—“Ore wa Otokoda”—televised in Thailand by the name “Kendo”.
According to my Japanese friend, currently, Mr. Kensaku is the
governor of Chiba prefecture.

As Kyoto is one of the most famous world heritages, I spent most
of my leisure time visiting many historical places in the city and its
vicinity —palaces, temples, and shrines etc. Here, history is
everywhere even in the downtown area. One day when I was
browsing around on the Kawaramachi Street, I found a memorial
stone and sign dedicated to Sakamoto Ryéma, a famous samurai hero
whom I knew from several Japanese TV series shown in Thailand.

I realized that my story was so simple, but it is an impressive
memory and I would like to share with the public. Thanks to
everyone at the Graduate School of Agriculture for supporting me
and made my stay here as a visiting research scholar a valuable
experience. Special thanks to Prof. Hisashi Miyagawa, Dean of the
Graduate School of Agriculture and Prof. Eiji Nawata, professor of
the Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture, for making my visit possible.
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My Dream of coming to Kyoto
started the day I studied the
“Kyoto protocol” in my study of
biodiversity during my university days. I studied the protocol so
well that I fell in love with the name Kyoto and wanted to know more
about it as the birth place of the Kyoto protocol on climate change.

The ABE (African Business & Education) initiative was an
opportunity for me to travel to Japan for studies and other programmes
of the ABE initiative, I was meant to apply to a University in Japan.
Without thinking twice, Kyoto came to mind, I quickly googled to
know the best schools in Kyoto, I applied to Kyoto University and the
rest they say is history (The exams and Interview that followed suite).

Kyoto, a city you could refer to as ancient and modern, is indeed
magnificent with kind hearted people, temples, shrines and a lot of
beautiful attractions.

[ arrived Japan on the 6th of September, 2015 (first to Tokyo and
then to Kyoto by the bullet train also called the ‘Shinkansen’ — a
nice experience for me) not quite long you may want to say,
however my experience of the city, the people and my university
life in the City of Kyoto and Kyoto University is amazing. Kyoto
University is indeed a citadel of learning with top-notch state of
the art facilities for both academic and non-academic activities.

My First Encounter with my Professor.

(Professors in Africa are referred to as “the Q.E.D. Professors”,
whatever they say is final in most cases, and your opinion does not really
matter or is considered to be weighty enough to change their thoughts or
stands on certain issues. Whatever suggestions you have does not matter
S0 much to them as they are believed to know it all, so much better than
you in all ramifications.) I came to Kyoto University where professors are
humble, treat you right and have respect for your rights for time and place.

On the day I was scheduled to meet with my professor for the
first time, in my quest to create a good impression of myself, I was
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Mochamad Arief Soleh : Diversity and Mechanism of the Photosynthetic
Induction Response among Various Soybean [Glycine max (L.) Merr.]
Genotypes

FAIFEER

Mya Thandar Toe : Rainfall Variability, Land Cover Dynamics and
Local Livelihood in Dry Zone, Central Myanmar

#i "L : Investigation of Natural Adhesive Composed of Tannin and
Sucrose for Particleboar

B % : Forest Resources Utilization in Korean-Chinese Ethnic Minority
Villages, from the Perspective of Landscape Conservation

Titik Kartika : Studies on Mass Culture and Aggregation Pheromones
in the Exotic Powderpost Beetle, Lyctus africanus Lesne (Coleoptera:
Lyctinae)
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B ¥ : Analysis of Characteristic Differentiation Processes at the
Single Cell Level

Sunita Maharjan : Mitochondrial Dysfunction under Proteasome
Inhibition, and Its Protection by Antioxidant

¥ & : Effect of Sphingomyelin on the Lipid-Export Activities of
ABCA1 and ABCB4
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%] 3¢ : Break down of Hard-Degradable Polysaccharides in Wetlands

Kyoto University, My Own Story! ------------

Charles Onwuka Jnr. Master’s student, Nigerian
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October 2015 - present

rehearsing on how I was going to greet my
professor and introduce myself in Japanese, thus;

Hajimemashite 1

Charles desu !

Nigeria Kara kimashita :

Kyoto diagaku de benkyo simasu f
Dozo yuroshiku onegai shimasu!

(Repeatedly, I kept memorizing those with my other = %
friends who also were scheduled to meet with their professors
for the first time.) .

Irehearsed and prepared on how [ was going to bow appropriately
and exceptionally to him (with so much passion and seriousness
knowing full well that a lot of my activities would be dependent on
his approval).

That beautiful moment came, I stood face to face with my
professor, behold! I couldn't greet him nor introduce myself as
rehearsed and practiced...... But, why? I didn't, because I wasn't
sure he was the one when he appeared... (Smiles).. I saw a very
simple man who ran down the stair case, greeted us (myself and My
JICE coordinator) and brought out an easy foot wear for me to
change into (as no one is allowed to put on his/her own shoes into the
building) 1 said to myself, this could not be him (in Africa, professors
are seen as big masquerades and when they come out, you know)
the man I saw was a very simple man. He immediately ushered us
into the seminar room for discussions, he went straight to the
point, and I was so amazed to know he is my Professor/sensei.
(Shout out to Prof. Fukui Seiichi, a humble, meek and gentle
personality)

Kyoto University is indeed a top class university with excellent
academic environment, willing and capable staffs (academic and
non-academic). Its high heterogeneous student composition
makes it an excellent environment for exchange.

Mahesh Gajanan Sahare : Establishment of Long-Term Culture and
Elucidation of Self-Renewal Mechanisms of Primitive Male Germ
Cells in Cattle
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Anisur Rahman : Prediction of Fish Freshness Using UV-Visible
Spectroscopy of Eye Fluid

BEYREIFEER

4 IRF : Studies on the Promoting Effect of Food Components on
Energy Metabolism through the Induction of UCP1 in Adipose Tissue
KW : Isomerization of Saccharides in Subcritical Aqueous Alcohols
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Lecturer

International Exchange Section offers Japanese class twice a
week for international students and scholars. This class is taught
by Ms. Mari Watanabe, and students can choose from
elementary, intermediate, or advanced class where they can
learn Japanese with other students in a fun, conversation-based
way. Mari Sensei introduces Japanese culture such as Tanabata
and Setsubun along with Japanese language to her students.

We asked Mari Sensei for a message, and interviewed some of
the students about the class.

Students are usually busy with their research- they have experiments
and presentations to do, and they have to travel far to attend
conferences. My Japanese class is where those students can come
whenever they can to chat and share some laugh with others while
learning Japanese.

The aim of my class is for students to understand Japanese words
with meanings when they hear them, and respond with a smile.

| offer 5 Japanese classes, 10 hours a week in total, and 2 counseling
classes. | enjoy teaching my classes hoping that they could give a
comforting, healing time for students where they can relieve the stress
of living in a foreign country. | also hope that each small interaction in

ER

Ms. Mari Watanabe class will lead to mutual understanding and ultimately result in peace.

BEBARET. BEETAMBERWVNEZST
Fo DT Y+ —BEKUBLLTLLDT.
BABHZEDLZOHREIFICHRAEED FICT P
BODHRICEPTEET,

No registration, no assignments, no

exams. There's no pressure in this class and | don’t have to
dedicate time and energy specifically for this class, which allows me
to concentrate on my research.

BABEBOTEREHNBTI N BBEED
DS ATEANBBARBEZNDDT. HRE
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Although | started learning Japanese a

few months ago, now | can communicate with my professor and lab
mates because Mari Sensei teaches us very practical Japanese. |
don’t have to feel lonely or lost any more thanks to this class.

I S5ADE 2L IFBABTERNFE T, Z1IC,
BRELFEMELFT, BAEEZITRIBLRBRI
EEHRTINET, tDACEER<DZEEZDHSD
TURDEKSIBIED BERELEICHROSIECHIT
FI. BLBREFZEINDDHBELNTT,

| like how casual her class is and Mari Sensei is

a very good listener. She has taught me many other things besides the
language. | feel comfortable asking her questions that | would hesitate
to ask anyone else. Plus, she gives us candy and snack sometimes!

RIPSEERRRICHEZ DBERBEHITINDD
T. BREFTETCHRICIDOCTVERT . BAEE
HZ2DHHFT. BEBSAPRDINERDTLE
EBARECIZI AT —Y3VEENDEKDICKE
DHRLE. BARDIEDNETEFERL. BEZ
EOTCAEFEDKRSICROZDT. STIFRE
DFDR—LDRSBRFEFE T,

Mari Sensei teaches us very practical Japanese which comes in
handy in my daily life. Thanks to her lessons, | can now communicate
in Japanese with the doctors and my daughter’s teachers at school.
| like Japan very much and now that I'm comfortable talking to
people in Japanese, | feel like Kyoto is my hometown.

FERBEARFERFEATIH?

What is your favorite Japanese word?

[FHFEBAI. ADREEEZNT
ENBBDICBAREBCESSEDZ
SLLHHHSBVETE. &0
HRYT [THFRA] EEOTH
HOEFEZESIFE. ZIHSERM
EBHSNBINSTI,

“‘Sumimasen.” When | have
questions and don’t know
how to ask them in Japanese,
| say “sumimasen” to capture someone’s attention
because once | have their attention, | can try to ask them.

[BDODESCENET | BEDNETEIFETI. ROPFD
YABRETREIC [BDHESTEVNKRT] EVSEEZEBS &
WWKRICEDET,

“Arigatou gozaimasu.” | like the way it sounds. At train
stations, for example, | hear “arigatou gozaimasu” at the
end of an announcement and it makes me feel happy.
[BEFCROEULL E<EAD aﬁ
BEARANBLBBACTILZRNF TS iy g
N30T, COSEEILFENET. s

‘Osewa ni narimashita.” | have
said this word quite a lot because
many Japanese people have
helped me in many occasions.

[ODDFRBA]. BERBHREHRDEFELBLS T, ASBLIE
Ne<ShHBDT. LKZDEFEEFEVXT. [DHDXREA]
EESE EVTLDBEHDIDERITCINET, COSEZS
SIETHLVC EZHANDD T, ETHRICIEXT,

“Wakarimasen.” Because | know very little Japanese and
there are many things that | don’'t know, | say
“‘wakarimasen” often. A lot of people are nice enough to
teach me. So, it's a good way for me to learn new things.

28 FEDBABHERG. BBEKEBEAEBICEHEEL
TIBEDH DA K BEZREXTHERVEDELZEW,
Starting April 2016, Mari Sensei’'s Japanese class will be offered
every Wednesday and Thursday. Please contact International
Exchange Section for more information.
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2015 October 5 100 %

BNEHATLA - BT q- -
Guidance and Welcome Party for New
International Students

JEBEARE 2 BB ERR— L -
Co-op 2" floor

2015 December 4 30 %

International Café Meeting

SWEE R
Lecture Room S177
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2016 February 23, 24 30%
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. . . . A A .

‘ 20'15 November 12, 13

100 %&

¢

——
—

FHAETIRI) LA e e e e ennnens
One-Day Study Trip

BEARX v /(A - BETHOE - - - -
Katsura Campus, Rakusai Bamboo Park
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2016

January 20 180 %

EB DT AL rerrrrrrrenanannnnnns
Mochitsuki Event

DO GEBUE EH e e v

Empty lot next to the Graduate School of
Agriculture Bldg. 2
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2016 April 1
Sy T
Tutor Guidance

WI06 ZEEE e evernenerennnennnnns
Lecture Room W106

H AT AR meeevenaneennanns
Recycle Event
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International Exchange Section
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20(16 February 2 30%
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International Exchange Section
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Japanese Calligraphy
EIPER A v evvvrrrrreeeeeeaaenan
International Exchange Section
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2016 April 8 FAEAAIVR - Bl \—5+  ILERAEIES BRI BEGH - BrOmEOE
Guidance and Welcome Party for  Co-op 2 floor B '(075)753'5320! 6298
New International Students e-mail fsao@kals.kyoto-u.ac.Jp .
May 26 BROEZa BT 4KDE CFEe) http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/

One-Day Study Trip

Sho-zu No Sato, Harie (Shiga)

[FacebookldZ55] »

https://www.facebook.com/ ¥ 5

May HyH—K=R - BBQ/\—Fr et
InternationalExchangeSection E|.'

June International Friendship Soccer
Tournament & BBQ

BRERISOY R - 2SEEREEH
Athletic field, empty lot next to the
Graduate School of Agriculture Bldg. 2
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July B8RO BERE
Star Festival International Exchange Section
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Tutor Guidance To be announced

September
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Recycle Event International Exchange Section
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