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My revisit to Kyoto......
a historic city of Japan

Tasnee Attanandana
(Visiting Scholar at CSEAS, Thailand)

It was nine years ago when I came to Kyoto Universi-
ty as a non-regular doctoral degree candidate in Soil
Science. At that time, I was much impressed with the
Japanese people and the old traditional city. Good
discipline of people was my first impression. The pro-
sperity of the country, the modernization of living, and the
advanced technology of research made me curious to know
more about Japanese people.

As a matter of fact, Japanese society is a group of hard
working people. They are taught and trained so that they
can believe the benefits of the society is more important
than the individual’'s. You will be surprised to see that
when ten working people unite, the output is not ten but
hundred. This is one of the most important reasons why
Japan became a leading country in Asia and comparable in
many aspects to the western countries. The only thing
that I did not enjoy and made me frustrated was the
language problem.

At present, I am in Kyoto as a visiting research scholar
at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies for 6 months.
Although my Japanese is not much improved, I feel more
enjoyable. The unity and hard work of the Japanese socie-
ty are still obvious. However, the young generation of
Japanese people have become more relaxed. The general
atmosphere of living is more competitive.

The old city is still attractive to tourists and the tradi-
tional events are maintained.

Study Trips by The Dept. of
Animal Science

Ahmad Suhaimi Omar
{Division of Tropical Agriculture, Malaysia)

Visiting places and people of academic interest in
Japan is a unique experience. Not everybody is granted
permission to visit some of the places on their own, not to
mention the lengthy briefings and guided tours inside
those places. I was very fortunate indeed to be able to at-
tend the outings and to have briefings translated by
Associate Professor Miyazaki.

The first visit on April 15th, 1987 was to the feedmill
of Zen-Noh, a trading firm of the farmer’s association, in
Kobe. The journey took slightly more than one hour, dur-
ing which I was able to discuss about our countries with
my new-found friend from Thailand. I learned a lot more
about Thailand during that one hour than I did during my
one week visit few years ago.

We were briefed not only on the feedmill but also on
the animal feed situation in Japan, and shown the samples
and also the complex. The whole industrial area was very




well planned. The feedmill is strategically situated, with
its own wharf and pipelines from other grain complexes
supplying their by-products for it’s use.

At lunch time at the port island, I was introduced not
only to the whole undergraduate class of the Department
but also to some very kind students who offered and pro-
mised to offer me help in whatever way they can.

The second trip, on April 21st, was to a slaughter-
house and carcass auction market in Kyoto. In his briefi-
ng a veterinarian not only mentioned about the activities of
the slaughterhouse but also about the meat eating habits of
the Japanese! The slaughterhouse handles both cattle
and pigs, on different lines, side by side. I also saw few
calves at the end of the live-line and was told that there isa
special requirement for their meat. The observation
tower enabled us to see the whole operation in the abattoir.
I was given a previlage to see the real operation at where
they were!

The carcass auction market started later. The newly
renovated auction room is equipped with push button
fascilities. The Japanese give special preference to marbl-
ed meat and pay more for marbled animals, being contrary
to what we will find in other parts of the world.

Please keep your lense cap in it’s place or ask permis-
sion to photograph in the slaughterhouse in order to make
visit to the abattoir pleasant.

The next trip was very interesting, which took us to

two contrasting places; the horse training center and the
reclaimed area where farmers live below the water level of
Biwa-ko. Ritto Horse Training Center is not far from
Kyodai, about 30 minutes bus ride. There are only two of
such centers in Japan. Video briefing took us around the
center from the early hours in the morning to the race
courses around the country. The big complex provides
the employees with accomodation. The horse clinic is
equipped with big surgical tables and a powerful X-ray
machine. The special observation point allows one to see
the entire course.

We visited Dainaka fodder area in Shiga prefecture
the same day, May 7th. The briefing at the Co-operative’s
office allowed some students really rest! By visiting those
farmers we have gained the first hand experience of
farmers life in Japan. This reclaimed land is below the
water level of Lake Biwa and equally allocated to those
In the intensive
grassland they use minimal manpower and a lot of

who worked for the reclamation.

machineries. I wasimpressed with the efficient utilization
of the drying barns for both the plant harvests as well as
animal wastes.

Do you notice how much Japanese drink beer? The
study trip in June will take you to a beer factory. Would
you like to join it next year? Please contact Foreign Stu-
dent Advisor’s Office.
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VISIT FOREIGN STUDENT
ADVISOR’S OFFICE

RYUGAKUSEI SITSU

Foreign Student Advisor’s Office is maintained by two
Akinobu
Kawai. Main aims of this establishment are; (i) to im-

lecturers; Lect. Nagao Okagawa and Lect.

prove the academic circumstances for foreign students and
scholars, (ii) to assist and guide foreign students in their
research activities as well as in personal matters, (i) to
give introductory lectures for foreign students. We are
glad if you drop in at our office. (Extension phone No.
6366) '

DTA English seminar is held once a month. Four lec-
tures were given in this term;

(1) Mr. Sai Aung Hsan, Dept. of Botany, Mandalay
Univ., Burma, “Shifting Cultivation in Shan State, Burma”
(2) Dr. Tasnee Attanandana, Dept. of Soils, Kasetsart
Univ., Thailand. “Effect of Lime on Phosphate Availabili-
ty and Sulfate Reduction in an Acid Sulfate Soil” (3) Dr.
Sompong Orapin, Dept. of Economic & Business Ad-
ministration, Kasetsart Univ., Thailand. “A Comparative
Study of Structure of Agricultural Production between
Japan and Thailand” (4) Dr. Aran Patanothai, Dept. of
Plant Science, Khon Kaen Univ., Thailand.
Systems Research in Thailand”
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