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Letters from Alumni

B Gentlmen,

It was in a bright afternoon, when I started to feel
sleepy after a heavy lunch with the customers, and after
so many years | was graduated from Kyoto University,
and my memory of NOGAKUBU was fading away,
because there was no communication at all with the
almamater, a very nice light green envelope was laying
lazily on my working desk, together with file of my work-
ing papers from the Business Plan, Business Strategy,
Man Power Planning etc., and the envelope attracted
my attention because of the bright green colour.

My heart was moved after I noticed the sender, and
for the moment the fading away memories, weakly com-
ing back to my mind, the moments when I wore the
black jacket uniform, when I played trumpet in the
music-club, when I was busy doing my tractor-rotary
relation experiment and research, and many other
moments for 6 years I spent at Kyoto University. The
faces, the names, and the voices of the Professors,
fellow-students were marching swiftly in my minds, but
very-very weakly.

Unconciously, a strong feeling was developing
within my mind, a feeling that I want to again visit
Kyoto University, and to meet friends and Professors (if
they were still there), to thanks them of their kindness of
having taught and trained me to become a useful human
being today.

Kyoto University, Nogakubu, thank you very much.
I love you.

Yours sincerely,
Suwito Laksono, Indonesia

B Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your kind letter of
September 4, 1988 and NEWSLETTER, Vol. 2. Kind-
ly find enclosed herewith the particulars you require for
further communications in the prescribed form.

“It is more than 24 years since I left Kyoto Universi-
ty after receiving the doctorate degree in agricultural
entomology awarded by the then president of Kyoto
University, Prof. Dr. A. Okuda on 29th June, 1964 in a
univeristy ceremony in which 57 students received the
highest academic award. It was the first time in the
history of Kyoto University that foreign students other
than Chinese and Koreans were awarded doctorate
degree. This degree awarding ceremony was
highlighted through the publication in English and
Japanese daily newspapers of Kyoto, Osaka and Tokyo
on 29th and 30th June, 1964 including Asahi television.”

It was really a great occasion for me to express my
heartfelt gratitude and thanks to Prof. Dr. A. Okuda,
Prof. S. Uchida, Prof. Nishiyama, Prof. Akai, Prof.
Yukawa, Mr. Urakami (The then Student Adviser) and
many other persons who rendered their guidance and
assistance in securing financial assistance from Rotary
Scholarship and financial help from Japanese Chemical
Society after the expiry of MONBUSHO scholarship in
the second year of my course and refusal by the Govt. of
Pakistan to allow foreign exchange permit to remit
foreign exchange through Banks of Pakistan for the se-
cond and third year of my doctorate course. For such

an act of generosity and sympathy, [ owe very much to
those people who kindly rendered their help in time of
my financial difficulty so as to help me to complete the
doctorate degree. Such an unforgettable memory of
Kyoto University always keeps me thinking in direct
contact with the scholars of Japanese universities esep-
cially Kyoto University. But I have no resource to visit
Japan frequently to exchange views on academic issues
of mutual interests. Now, I hope, the path is opened by
the Kyoto University Foreign Student Advisor’s Office
and some exchange of scholars may be possible in near

I hope, from now onward, I shall remain in contact
with the academic activities of Kyoto University
through the service of the foreign student advisor of
Kyoto Univeristy.....

Hope, many of the staffs of your faculty are new and
most of the staffs of my days are retired by now like Mr.
Urakami. Please extend my best wishes and thanks to
all of them.

Sincerely yours,
Prof. Dr. Bhuivan N. Islam, Bangladesh

B Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your sending me the re-
cent news letter. I did receive your previous one. [am
sending my current position in a hope that in future you
will kindly inform me the activities of the Faculty of
Agriculture. It would be helpful for me if it is possible
for your office to send me journals, books, reprints
related to my present work. As for example, Agric.
Biol. Chem., Biochem. J., Plant and Cell Physiology, J.
Nutr. Vitamin. etc., published in Japan. And books
related to biochemistry and biotechnology will be
useful, I am working as an Assistant Professor, and
Head, Pharmacy Section, Jahangirnagar University. I
will be very happy to stay close contact with your office.

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation.
Sincerely yours,
Dr. Zahid Mozaffar, Bangladesh

B Dear colleagues,

For me is great pleasure to have connection with
KYODAI. From 1975, when I've been in Kyoto for
6 months, I have many friends in Japan. First one, of
course, is Prof. Koichiro Tsunewaki, who was and is my
professor. Between us many connections exist and dur-
ing the time we finished a lot of work on our scientific
problems. Also, according our agreement, many
Japanese students and researchers visited Bulgaria, in-
cluding Prof. H. Kihara and Dr. Tsunewaki. Our com-
mon work is quite successful for both. We discover the
main relationships in Triticinae, new basis for hybrid
wheat; now we increase this work with breeding of
wheat, biotechnological methods, etc.. I hope these
traditions will be saved and improved in future. I feel
Japan and Japanese very near to my heart and this is
enough reason, isn’t it?

Yours,
477 JN+3 +7 (Ivan Panayotov), Bulgaria
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“Culture Shock” In Kyoyo Gakubu

Goh Tor Kheng

Dept. of Agricultural Chemistry)
Malaysia

It has been almost one and a half years since I first
smelled the air of Japan. My country is far behind this
developed great economy power, and therefore, wherever
I open my eyes and look around me, nearly everything
right here in Japan is new to me and different from my
home country. As I had learnt more or less about Japan’'s
recent development and achievements, both in economy
and scientific field, before I came to Japan, I did not ex-
perience “culture shock” until I was lucky enough to get a
place for myself in Kyoto University.

Japanese strove hard after World War II. Their

efforts, together with their team-work spirit and
patriotism, had led Japan to become one of the greatest
economy powers that any charges in Japan’s economic
policy will bring effect to the economy of this planet. Asa
nation blessed with prosperous economy, of course, Japan
is expected to be an advanced society. Bullet train which
can run up to 220 km an hour is fantastic. Sky-scrapers in
Shinjuku are marvellous. These, and many others, do not
shock me, as Japan, being a great economy power,
deserves to have these achievements. In fact, I am sure
many others, will be “shocked” if there are no bullet train,
sky-scrapers and so on in Japan.

However, where I started a little observation in Kyoto
University, I could not help experiencing “cultures shock”.
I was told before but I could not believe until I had seen
with my own eyes. A large number of students in College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences skip lessons, as many as they
can. They donotattend class, unlessthey have no choice, that
is when attendance is taken. As they are “forced” by the
registration of attendance, and not by their own interest of
learning, some of them go to class just to show their faces
and reply when their names are called out. At first, I
thought this happens in Kyoto University only but later I
found out that my friends from other universities too,
notice the same thing happens in their respective univer-
What worst is some of us is beginning to be in-
fluenced by such attitude. It is regrettable that such a
developed and advanced nation like Japan still has this
negative attitude existing in her tertiary education
institutes.

Some opinions say that sometimes one learns more
and better by oneself rather than in the class. And some
say that subjects taught in College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences are not much related to one’s major, and one
might as well make use of one’s time doing what one
likes. It is said that some brilliant students, during their

sities.

first two years in university, have already started to study
some knowledge about their majors by themselves, and to
them, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences is just a pro-
cedure for them to score enough credits in order to pro-
ceed to the third and fourth year. It is difficult to conclude
whether these opinions are right or wrong but what funny
is why the Monbusho still taking no action. Why no steps
are taken so that the two years of College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences are fully made use by the students?

No matter what field one is going to indulge in, one
should try one’s best to be a all-round person. Besides
knowledge of one’s major, one should allow one’s
knowledge to cover other fields too. Perhaps this is the
main object of College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. But,
how many students really benefit by this “Liberal Arts and
Sciences” education? Undoubtedly, academical level of
Japan’s universities is far higher than my country’s.
What shock me is why the first two years of the
undergraduate study in Japan seem to be the period for
most students to play truant.

October, 1988




Design for Academic Gown, Hood
and Mortar Board

Hiroyuki Nishimura

International Committee Member)
for Academic Affairs

Our faculty and alumni are looking for an appropriate
design and color for gowns, hoods and mortar board. We
have an increasing number of foreigners who get a doc-
toral or master’s degree in Kyoto University and some of
them, particularly from developing countries, have re-
quested Kyoto University to establish its own academic
dress. At the moment we have nothing of this kind and
our graduates find it awkward to attend formal activities in
their own (or other) universities where their colleagues are
wearing the dress that shows their degrees taken in
Europe, the USA and elsewhere.

We would like to suggest our ideas for a design based
on the following facts:

1. “Dark blue” has traditionally been used as the symbol
for Kyoto University in intercollegiate sports matches.

2. “Green” is the color traditionally associated with the
Faculty of Agriculture and has been used in intercollegiate
activities. It is hoped that these colors (shown in the first
page of this newsletter) could be accepted to represent the
University and Faculty, with dark blue as the base color
and, for example, 3 green stripes on the sleeves of the
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gown for the doctoral degree. At present we could not
suggest any other suitable colors and there is a consensus
for these.

If these ideas are acceptable please would you go
ahead and order a suitable design of Master’s or Doctor’s
gown, hood and mortar board for yourself in your coun-
try. You can not expect a formal announcement from the
University because this kind of costume is not a university
matter but a custom. However, if we make a start it will
become a tradition for the next generation.

In addition we are looking for a souvenir for the degree
receivers that will be particular to Kyoto. One of the
famous products of Kyoto is a colored braid or plaited cord
knotted as “Nishijin-ori”.

What do you think of the idea of having a necktie for
gentlemen and a pendant for ladies as shown in the pic-
ture? Please give your comments and suggestions.

Necktie (left) and Pendant (right two) knotted as “Nishijin
braid” designed by Mrs. Shoen HASHIDA, Yamashina,
Kyoto.
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