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Experiences of a Visiting Scholar

Margaret Anderson

(Wye College, University of London,
England

‘Do you like Japanese food?’ the taped voice asked in
my ear last summer as I attempted to learn some Japanese,
before my visit to Kyoto in the autumn. 1 little realised
then how often I would really be asked that question both
in Japan and since I returned to England. Fortunately I
could answer ‘Yes’, as I found the much dreaded raw fish

to be delicious, the great variety of the food both in in-
dividual meals and around the country to be most in-
teresting and, perhaps above all, the presentation always
beautiful. What a feast was given to the eyes by the ar-
rangement and colours of the foods and by the delicacy of
the dishes, bowls and baskets in which it arrived.
However, my three months in Japan also offered other
kinds of food to meet the needs of the mind and the spirit.

My visit to Kyoto University was the result of an invita-
tion from Professor Hiroyuki Nishimura, Department of
Agricultural Economics, following his visit to me in
England in 1985, and it was made possible through the



Visiting Professorship Scheme sponsored by the British
Council and Mombusho. The primary purpose of my visit
was to follow up a proposal made by Professor Nishimura
for an international research programme designed to study
land policies in peri-urban areas of developed societies.
This proposal follows on from his recent major research
project on rural development in urbanising areas of
developing countries in South-East Asia. In the new pro-
ject the scope of the study will be widened to include not
only policies and mechanisms for the effective uses of land
in the period of transition from rural to urban but also the
environmental, social and economic impacts of urbanisa-
tion. Initially the work will be based in Japan and Britain
but it is hoped to extend it later to West Germany and the
United States. International study and co-operation feeds
many aspirations, stimulates minds and enlarges ex-
periences. At its base lies the belief that each country has
much to learn from others if we approach the work with
open and enquiring minds. This research will build on
and extend my own work on urban growth and land use
change in Britain; it will give it a welcome impetus and a
new and challenging dimension.

University life is more than research however, and it
was a pleasure for me to meet both Japanese and foreign
students in Kyoto and to lecture about agriculture, environ-
ment, urbanisation and planning in Britain. From these
sessions, from questions, discussions and subsequent
meetings I was then able to learn too—and in some cases
even to extend the discussions over further explorations of
Japanese food, beer and saké! Through the excellent ar-
rangements made for me by Professor Nishimura I was
also able to meet faculty and students in almost the four
corners of Japan—Ehime, Yamaguchi and Hokkaido as
well as Kyoto. The added interest of these visits lay in my
being able to see with my own eyes some of the life and
land of Japan away from a major city. I was able to travel
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in the famous bullet train and from its windows see the in-

tensive use of agricultural land, the ranges of mountains
and the extensive forests; to go through the Seikan tunnel
and over the even more recently opened Seto-Ohashi
bridge; and to learn from experts about subjects as diverse
as the impacts of the tunnel and the bridge, the planning
and development of expanding towns, the large-scale pro-
duction of orange juice and the micro-climatic problems of
tea bushes.

But these travels, and my stay in Kyoto, provided
more than just food for the mind. There is no doubt that
refreshment for the spirit is given by welcome and friend-
ship and by the pleasure of beautiful things, and I received
these in no small measure. If I was initially apprehensive
about sushi and chopsticks I was even more so about three
months in a country where the language is so totally
different from those of Europe. But the help and kindness
I received on all sides rapidly dispelled my fears. And
there is so much that is beautiful. Even if I had not ven-
tured away from Kyoto I would have been rewarded by the
glory of the maple trees. The golds, oranges and reds of
the leaves set off against the dark browns and greys of tem-
ple walls and roofs are unforgettable. Many other
memories stay with me too: displays of chrysanthemums;
the five-storied pagoda at Yamaguchi; the lights of
Hakodate; the castle at Matsuyama City; shadows cast by
rows of drying rice; the atomic dome at Hiroshima; steam
rising from Showa Shinzan...and on, and on.

‘Do you like Japanese food?’ In all these forms, yes;
and I hope I will return to partake of them again.

Prof. Anderson visited the faculty on the Visiting Professor-
ship Scheme sponsored by the British Council and Mombusho.
She gave a lecture at DTA English Seminar.
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Move of the Foreign Student
Advisor’s Office

The foreign student advisor’s office has been at its pre-
sent site since the middle of May. The building itself was
built about 40 years ago and looks rather old, but the offi-
ces have been renovated and are comfortable.

The Office consists of a seminar room (£ I > —%),
a common room (#KZ%5%) and two rooms for the staff (B
F2%E) ,covering a floor space of about 150 m2. In the com-
mon room, various magazines, periodicals and newspapers
are available. You can use the seminar room for private
forums, meetings etc., provided some conditions are met.
Please ask at the Office about details.




RERTT
ARET[@D & e D RERITHEHBENS L 2 4 (EH,
BE) o - BB T, TANR~I3ACERS T
L7z, B8 E\BEHICH 5 BEMO#ERE HTEAE
EERFT, HABRFEKFIFEERS) »R¥L, TtoEAX
ZRO—DTHAHROEY, WM IFHOEHEYETHAESY
FhE L1, BHEEGGREET (b, B, BH)
LU ETHERCELB L ETF TS,

BXEOR (4)

MY IMPRESSION ABOUT JAPAN
—“WITH A LIGHT TOUCH!"

Joseph Masawe

(Dept. of Agricultural & Forestry Economics)
Tanzania

“What is your impression about Japan?”—So goes the
question! Fortunately or unfortunately, this is not the first
time I am asked this question. And also it is not the first
time that I do not have the right answer!

Do you know why? Because some times we get used to
looking at issues in a certain manner. My specialization
has trained me to avoid giving stereotyped kind of
answers. “Observe events, set your hypothesis, collect
data, establish your level of confidence and percentage er-
ror. Then, give your answer on the basis of this!"—This
has been my “Sensei’'s” song! But sometimes we go
against rules. That is why we have the Police and the
like!—Deshoo? Because, how do you collect data with your
broken Japanese? Always you start with “Watashi
wa...Watashi wa...(stuck)! Then you try to give a hand
shake, but the Japanese will bend many many times, and
every other time, more and more! Oh, my God! Cultural
shock? No. Not yet! So you try again, “Watashi wa
Joseph desu.”—Then you are showered with praise! “Jozu
des’ne!” For one thing is Japanese people have learnt how
to appreciate other people’s efforts. That's why even
their table manners are so polite you know! It is good for
us to copy the good things. So please next time when you
visit a Japanese house, (meal time is best), make sure, on
your own you practise how to use the “hashi” first! When
on the table start with “itadakimasu” and then eat. I can
assure you that if this pattern is followed the meal will
become more and more enjoyable. And please, when you
come across the “nato” you must say “oishii...” This is
how we do things! As I have said earlier, this is a way of ap-
preciating other people’s efforts.

This kind of social interaction is very important,
because it gives us the real understanding of society,
rather than misguided and sweeping statements about the
same. This applies to both sides.

So my advice is get out and mix. Don’t try to lock
yourself in your room and try to learn from the T.V.
because it will not tell you much. It is just full of funny
jokes which you will never see ordinary Japanese doing.

Thanks. “Shitsurei shimasu...”
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Emeritus professor H. Harada (right) and Dr. Somgpong wearing
the newly designed gown by Siamese alumni.
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Letters from Alumni
Dear Sir

It is quite a long time I have never contacted with
you. I have already done your indirect assignment
through Prof. Dr. Harada on the graduation uniform
ceremony. With this letter, I have enclosed my
photograph to you. It is very beautiful and satisfied with
it. I and Prof. Dr. Harada and also Mrs. Tasnee worked
on this since I consulted with you on this matter during I
was at Kyoto University in 1988. It is the first pioneer
team of our discovery this uniform. It is the first time of
Kyoto University history about that event. I am so proud
on this. Anyway, the progress of knowledge is not on
that, but it is dependent whether on the diligence if the
graduated persons who are willing to work on their
research profession and ability to create new creative and
useful thought, or not.

I still work hard on my career in every minutes on time
passed. Thank you very much for your consideration to
publish this in the newsletter to inform our graduated
foreign friends who are obtained previously Japanese
Government Fellowship.

Sincerely yours, Sompong Orapin

Kasetsart Univ.
Thailand

Academic gown for doctoral
degree conferees.

Tasnee Attanandana

(Dept. of Soils, Kasetsart Univ.)
Thailand

With regard to the Newsletter of Foreign Student Ser-
vice, Faculty of Agriculture No. 3. January, 1989. Dr.
Harada, Dr. Sompong and I have agreed to design an ap-
propriate gown for Kyoto University’s doctoral degree con-
ferees. The gown is in dark blue, the symbolic color of
Kyoto University, with three dark green stripes on its
sleeves and 3.6 inches wide of dark green front stripes.
The hood is dark blue with bright yellow lining.

In response to the article of ‘Design for Academic Gown,
Hood and Mortar Board’, the alumni in Thailand have designed
the academic gown.
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