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Somkiat Konchan

Nogakubu Alumnus,
Division of Tropical Agriculture
Thailand

When I first came here as a research student of the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University,
one of the campus’s staff and also my old colleague told me
of his expectation. “I'm very glad to see you again. I hope
you could find the way for your country to get from Japan.
Because Japanese know only how to get from the others. ”

“I will try to do my best” I told him at that time,
although I really didn’t know what he did intend to con-
vey.

To understand about Japan, I had devoted all of the
time for study Japanese language at a private school in
Kyoto. Because I came here directly without participa-
tion in any Japanese courses.in any MONBUSHO support
universities. Studying at a private school was very ex-
pensive. Japanese friends help me very much to improve
my Japanese ability. In fact,the probable reason is
because I want to make friends with them and learn how to
understand Japanese through the attempt of communica-
tion. Beside these,] also spent my holidays visiting
temples, beautiful parks and Kyoto’s attractive places as
well as the countryside.

Coming abroad for study and staying in the different
society, of course, made me lonely. The students from
my own country, who came before me and whose life styles
were adopted were separated into two groups. The one
kept themselves in laboratories and the other determined
to make friends with Japanese. They forgot their Thai
friends, like Japan who overlooked the Asian countries.

However, loneliness taught me a lot about Japanese
Sake. Iknow of what kinds, from which prefectures and
from which materials—rice, sugarcane, sweet potato or
the glutinous rice from Thailand, are good taste. And
also, sake taught me many Japanese as well as how I can
survive at lonely time.

Six months later, I became a graduate student of the
Division of Tropical Agriculture, Faculty of Agriculture.
Almost all of the staff and the student here are studying
about the tropical countries (including Thailand) related to
their fields. Therefore, the topics of seminar, discussion
or daily conversation (in seminar rooms, laboratories as
well as in bars) are almost related with the tropical areas.

Although, for some reasons, I went back to conduct a
research for my master thesis in my country. Here in
Japan, whenever I have a chance, I chose to join the home
stay programmes or worked with the farmer in different
places—a sugarcane planting family in Okinawa, rice grow-
ing families in Okayama and Nagano, and a cattle farm in
Hokkaido, for instance.

Undoubtedly, from place to place, their daily life as
well as daily conversation were different from that of
Kyoto. However, hard working and kindness are domi-
nant characters of the country people in anywhere.

I love Japan not only because she is a nice and
beautiful country, but because she shows the great exam-
ple of good income distribution and equality among people.
There are no differences between the city and the country,
except the chance of marriage. In cities, there are many
ladies looking for a salary man (white-collar worker), while
in villages, reciprocally, many of farmers are looking for a
wife.

Nowadays, I still feel depressed, although I already
finished my master program. Because I don’t know how
to answer my colleague’s question. So, if I see him again
and am asked, “Did you find the way for your country to
get from Japan?”, I will give him a Thai smile and tell him,
“I know how to get the master degree from Japan”,in
place.

I don’t understand why many of foreign students are
proud of themselves after they have got the degree from
abroad. Despite that they are unable to help developing
their countries directly, but instead they leave their own
countries depend more and more on the foreign countries.

When I was young, there were very few Thai students
came to study in Japan and also very few made-in-Japan
cars, autobikes, etc. in Thailand. I remembered that
one Bath of Thai currency was equal to ten Japanese Yen.
But now, there are many Thai students in Japan and many
of Japanese researchers, investors, cars, auto-bikes etc. in
Thailand as well. I know that today one Bath of Thai cur-
rency is nearly five Japanese Yen.

THE INDONESIAN STUDENTS’
ASSOCIATION IN KYOTO

Saiful Rochdyanto (Division of Agricultural Enlggggigisxg)

Agnes Rampisela (DIVISIOH of Forestry

Indonesia

Indonesian students have an association in Kyoto call-
ed PPI (Persatuan Pelajar Indonesia). The PPI Kyoto
branched off from Kansai regional association on October
22nd 1988, and its headquarter is in Tokyo. According to
the regulations of this organization, PPI mainly intends to:
1. induce the members to be more creative, dynamic and
powerful persons in order to develop Indonesia;

2. support the unity among Indonesian students through
inspiration and action;

3. develop the genuine family spirits and to foster the
solidarity among Indonesian as well as international
students.

Under the above-said objects we have started the ac-
tivities of mutual assistance among the members and of
the improving relationship with other students in Kyoto.
Activities are channeled through four sections, headed by
a person in charge; the Sport and Performance Section,
the Publication Section,the Discussion and Companion-
ship Meeting Section, and the Recreation and Public Rela-
tion Section. Our Kyoto branch activities concentrate



mostly in publishing semi-scientific bulletin called KAWA.
KAWA is an Indonesian abbreviation for Komunikasi An-
tar Warga meaning communication among the
members; it is also expected to carry the meaning of
kawa in Japanese, namely the flowing (of news communica-
tion). KAWA in fact is a sort of newsletter to review
briefly the most important and interesting social events
and to report our academic interest.

The present members in Kyoto include 43 students
and 5 visiting scholars. Though we try to extend our
association into other universities in Kyoto, most of the
members belong to Kyoto University, and some 40% are
studying at the Faculty of Agriculture. The concentra-
tion of members in this Faculty may be one of our advan-
tages, because we can easily communicate with each other
by utilizing the facility of Nogakubu Ryugakuseishitsu.

As this newly established association develops we
decided to extend the activities to students from other

KEY TO A SUCCESFUL VISIT TO JAPAN
AND THE PHILIPPINES

Salvador P. Catelo

Visiting Scholar at Dept. of!
Agricultural & Forestry Economtics
The Philippines

Last July 16 to July 30, 1990, I vistited Japan as a JSPS
(the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science) fellow.
Prior to my departure from the Philippines, I was so full of
anxieties and worries because I didn’t know how to speak
Nippongo, much less read Japanese characters! I did try
to memorize some conversational Japanese a week or so
before I left. But,I figured out that all these would be
useless for I'd be answered back in Japanese anyway, and
what would I say next?

As the plane touched down at Osaka Airport, my fears
increased all the more because the person assigned to meet
me might have gone home since the flight was one hour
delayed of schedule. My, how am I going to find my way
now? Will anyone understand where 1 wished to go?
The questions kept creeping back again! But I felt so
relieved when I met Mr. Urade who saw to it that I reach
Kyoto safely where Prof. Nishimura’s assistant, Mr.
Usami, was waiting to take me to the Shugakuin Interna-
tional House.

During the rest of my stay, all my initial worries and
anxieties of not being able to cope up in Japan primarily
because of the language barrier totally vanished. In fact,
I had a very good time and I would not think twice of
visiting the country again. Thanks to the perfect and
well-organized assistance as well as the warm accomoda-
tion extended to me by JSPS and Prof. Hiroyuki Nishimura.

I could never forget the beautiful temples of Kyoto
nor the exotic Japanese food such as sushi, sashimi and
tempura. [ will always treasure the “red carpet” treatment
that was accorded to me by all the people I've met. The
Japanese are indeed a people rich not only in material

countries and people of Kyoto. An “Indonesian Night”
party was organized on June 30th, 1990 at the newly open-
ed Kyoto International Community House. This party
was offered to anyone interested in our country. Those at-
tendances enjoyed not only dances, folk songs and tradi-
tional wedding ceremony, but also a good chance to ex-
change ideas and talks while tasting Indonesian food.

In preparing the party, we met many people and found
cooperation from many Japanese institutions and firms.
Two hundred admission tickets sold out amazingly in two
weeks. This meant that many people appreciated our
effort and our country. Indonesian as well as many
Japanese students worked together with people of Kyoto,
so that the Night really became wonderful and beyond our
expectations. This proved that we came to Kyoto not on-
ly to study but to cultivate our friendship with Japanese,
too.
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wealth and cultural heritage but also in hospitality,
generosity, kindness, and most of all, discipline.

All my experiences in Kyoto University made me
think of my very own university and perhaps this is the
perfect time and venue to let you know that it’s also a
wonderful experience to visit the University of the Philip-
pines at Los Banos (UPLB). Your visit to UPLB can also
be made smooth and enjoyable. If you are worrying
about all the hassles and time in making the necessary ar-
rangements, there is an easy way out for this and it is
through the PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE (PAO) of the
University! This office has the following functions among
others; 1) to coordinate information on a campus wide
basis and for this purpose to help in the systematizing the
network and flow of information from the colleges, in-
stitutes and centers to central administration; 2) to
disseminate, through publications or press releases infor-
mation and other matters vital to the public functions of
the University; and 3) to act as liaison through publica-
tions, press conferences, briefings with the academic com-
munity as well as the local and national public. There is
also a Visttor’s Program which involves briefings and guid-
ed tours for official visitors. Exhibits and photographic
documentations of important university functions are car-
ried out by this office. If you happen to visit the country,
particularly, UPLB, all you have to do is to communicate
with the PAO, informing them of the schedule and purpose
of your visit and the itinerary that you want to pursue dur-
ing your stay.

The time saved in having to do all the arrangements
yourself when you are already in the country can be spent
for seeing our beautiful tourist spots such as the majestic
perfect cone of the Mayon Volcano,the white sand
beaches of Boracay, the Hidden Valley Springs, and most
of all, meeting the warm and friendly Filipino people!

So, see you in the Pearl of the Orient!!!

Editorial Correspondence
Success of this News Letter would largely depend on your
response and encouragement. You are therefore cordially
invited to participate in writing articles and essays either in
English or Japanese.
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