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FARMLAND USE IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES:
REFLECTIONS OF A VISITING PROFESSOR

Nelson L. Bills

Department of Agricultural
(Economics, Cornell University
USA

I recently returned to the United States from a five-
week study leave at Kyoto University. My visit to Kyoto
is part of an ongoing cooperative arrangement between the
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell and the
Faculty of Agriculture at Kyoto. The impetus for this
cooperative effort comes from a program of research in-
stituted by Professor Hiroyuki Nishimura. Professor
Nishimura has established an international research pro-
gram which focuses upon policies for managing
agricultural land in suburbanizing areas. Evaluations of
such programs and policies are underway in several
developed nations, including the United States.

The purpose of my visit to Kyoto University was to
gain a working knowledge of Japanese agriculture, ex-

amine policies which influence farmland use and its conver-
sion to urban uses, and explore the prospects for col-
laborative research on such topics in the future. I am
keenly interested in these themes because much of my
research and extension program at Cornell is focused on
rural land use and land use policies in the densely settled
Northeastern United States. This opportunity for me to
study in Japan came through a grant provided by the
Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science.

In the months ahead, I must sort out what I have
learned in Japan and take the steps needed to build this ex-
perience into my research and extension program. My
preliminary ideas about the feasibility of future research,
based on inter-country caparisons of land policy issues,
must also be refined.

Regardless of the eventual shape of our cooperative
research, there can be no doubt about the value of these
scholarly exchanges between Kyoto and Cornell Univer-
sities. These opportunities very clearly multiply the
possibilities for more incisive and comprehensive educa-
tional programs at both institutions. The experience I’
gained in Japan was diverse. My hosts arranged for me
to make site visits to farming communities; I interviewed
local officials and spoke with farm operators to obtain their
views on land use matters. My appreciation for Japanese
public issues was also sharpened by lectures, seminars,



and less-formal contacts with members of the academic
community in Japan.

This five-week stint in Japan was my first opportunity
to view a very different society at very close range. After
the initial anxieties that come with unfamiliar surroun-
dings wore off, I began to focus more clearly on some of
the forces which seem to heavily condition land use in
developed countries. Many observers have noted that
land is a template where most, if not all, of a society’s in-
stitutional features are eventually recorded. It is these in-
stitutional features and their interplay with decisions
owners make on the use of their land that present the most
fertile ground for international research on rural land use
policy. Contrasts and similarities between Japan and the
United States, of course, are particularly striking and
deserve further research scrutiny.

Consideration of these topics is especially timely in
view of current deliberations over international trade ar-
rangements. Incentives to maintain farmland in its pre-
sent use in Japan and in the United States are closely tied
to public programs which control commodity supplies and
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maintain producer incomes. Any successful efforts to
negotiate bilateral reductions in farm subsidies could
materially affect producer incomes and land values in
Japan and the U.S. Similarly, land use decisions are
closely tied to national tax policy. Liberalized tax
measures for owners of farmland are typically capitalized
into higher land values. Conversely, efforts to legislate
larger tax burdens for owners of land assets can help trig-
ger new conversions of farmland to higher, developed
land uses. I hope that my visit to Japan helps set the
stage for additional cooperative research on topics of this
sort. Any lessons learned from the Japanese experience
could prove to be especially valuable in the Northeastern
United States. This region is densely populated by
American standards, and commercial farming is substan-
tially influenced by proximity to large core cities and the
peripheral urban developments which have grown up
around them in recent decades. We in the United States
have much to learn from the Japanese experience with
agricultural land management in urbanizing communities.
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The Japanese and Sake
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Peter Kuchar

Lab. of Landscape Architecture)
Australia

It is often said that the Japanese diet is based on rice.
So it would seem natural that the staple drink (until
relatively recently) should also be rice based. Consider-
ing this, the commonly heard expression “Japan is a rice
society” takes on a double-edged meaning. It suggests
not only the serious, life-sustaining role that rice plays as a
staple food but also the “fun” side of rice in its sake role.

It doesn’t take long for one to realise how much the
average Japanese likes his/her sake. Sake is an intricate
component not only of Japanese cuisine but also has strong
ties with the seasons and festivals.

On the food side, it is soon apparent that sake ideally
complements many kinds of Japanese foods. I vividly
recall the first time I went to Kurama for the Fire Festival
in October, many years ago. In the mountains it was in-
credibly cold, and to warm our bodies, my companion and
I ordered oden from one of the numerous stalls. We also
ordered hot sake. Not only was the hot sake the ideal
complement to the oden but it was also the most suitable
drink for the festival. Isuspect that many of the half-nak-
ed festival participants also used sake to warm their
bodies.

In a recent episode of OISHINBO (a TV manga
devoted to Japanese food), Yamaoka-san, the main
character, suggests that one variety of sake suited raw
oysters better than did an expensive French wine. The
french-trained Japanese chef is at first indignant, but even-
tually agrees with Yamaoka. Being a vegetarian, it’s
difficult for me to confirm the above, however, I've per-
sonally enjoyed sake with dishes such as yudofu and nabe,
and feel that nothing surpasses this combination.

I wonder what Japanese festive occasion would be con-
sidered to be properly celebrated if sake were not present.
Weddings need it, shrines are surrounded with it and peo-
ple carrying local portable shrines are almost drowned in it.

However, some of my most pleasant sake-related
memories are those where sake is combined with nature.
Is there any more enduring image of the Japanese at play
than the one where they are sitting under cherry trees
drinking sake? But sake is not just physical pleasure, it is
also poetic pleasure. Recall scenes of court poets sitting
beside slow moving streams composing haiku with the aid
of sake. Or how about drinking sake on the night of the
full moon with the moon actually reflected in ones cup of
sake. Delightful. But for me the ultimate image is that
of someone drinking hot sake in an out-door onsen while
snow is falling gently. Paradise.

But sake also has a more practical function. As in
many other societies, it is used as a means of increasing
sociability and releasing tension and stress. I'm sure that
many of you, when you have been out drinking with your
teachers and fellow students, have noticed how the
teacher/student barrier melts once the sake starts to flow.
This new stage in personal relations gives us all the oppor-
tunity to understand the so-called “inscrutable” Japanese
on a very personal basis. Sake, I think, gives the
Japanese the confidence to reveal their inner nature to
foreigners.

As a footnote to this article, I would like to encourage
some speculation by suggesting (with tongue in cheek)
that perhaps there exists in Japan a “Way of Sake” which

has possibly had a significant effect on the other “ways”.
For example, there is an almost all-pervading asym-
metrical bent in the Japanese character. Possibly, dur-
ing the “enlightened” state induced by sake, some artists
were able to perceive the “true” shape of their future crea-
tions. Take for example the slightly rough, assymetric
pottery so popular these days. Could this be the result of
“sake-enlightenment” And how about the staggered
path in almost every garden. Does this not suggest the
way in which someone in the “sake-enlightened” state
might walk. Is it too far-fetched to suggest that priests in
their search to find something to ward-off the sleepiness in-
duced by sake discovered tea, which in turn became one of
the important “ways”. There are many other examples
of the influence of the “way of sake”, but I shall leave
these for our curious readers to discover on their own.
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Join a trip, enjoy ones time,
learn about nature

Md. Abdul Karim

Lab. of Tropical Agriculture)
Bangladesh

I think that everyone enjoys travelling. For me, I
take every chance to participate in University trips. So,
when I heard that I was able to join this trip organized by
Foreign Student Advisors’ Office I was very glad.

Our first stop was at Meiji Mura, a magnificent collec-
tion of Meiji period buildings. Unfortunately, we were
rather short of time and so had to rush this part of our trip
a little.

Our next stop was the Primate Research Institute of
Kyoto University situated in Inuyama. We arrived at 2
pm and received a cordial welcome from the teachers who
would later give us lectures. My knowledge about the
kind of research conducted at this kind of institute is very
limited. The kindness of the teachers extended to giving
their talks in English. This was most fortunate as my
Japanese is very poor. Speakers from different
laboratories explained their research activities and showed
some beautiful slides. 1 was really impressed with one
video which showed the mathematical skills of the chim-
panzees. The video showed that they could easily iden-
tify single digit numbers and simple geometric figures. I
suppose that these kinds of primates may in the future be
able to contribute to the welfare of human beings in some
way. One scientist showed us some of the chimps he was
working with. He called them by their given names and
they responded well to him. I took some photos of the
chimps and monkeys. Some of the monkeys actually pos-
ed (or at least seemed to) for the photos and showed their
backsides just to make fun. We enjoyed every moment
at the Primate Research Institute. That evening we join-
ed the teachers for a meal and an informal party.

The next morning we left for Kami Suwa to visit the
Suwa Hydrobiological Station affiliated to Shinshu
University. One scientist from the station explained the
research activities of the station to us.

We stayed in a Japanese-style inn near Lake Suwa
that night. My Australian friend Mr. P. K. is a clever
person. He knows our tour leader very well. He sug-
gested that we take a bath before dinner because it was
very likely that K sensei would invite all the tour members
to his room for a few drinks after dinner. So, both of us
took a bath before dinner. After dinner we were resting
and chatting in the dining room. Suddenly, Mr. H. K.,
a Japanese student, started to play his harmonica. His

performance was enjoyable. Around the dinner table,
most of us tried to sing a song or entertain the other
members in some way.

After some time we were asked to leave the dining
room as it was closing time. As some of us had suspected
K sensei invited us to his room. First Mr. P. K. and I
went to his room. The others came in later in dribs and
drabs. K sensei had already prepared some drinks and
snacks. After some time, K sensei and Mr. P. K. asked
me to sing a Bangladeshi song. It was a difficult request
to grant as I don’t know even one song well. But I could
not refuse. I had to sing. Fortunately the other
members didn’t know Bangladeshi songs (and although K
sensei can speak Bengali well, I didn’t think he knew any
songs either) so I sang only 2 or 3 lines of one song but
repeated them over and over. Mr. H. K. tried to teach
us a popular Japanese song, “Usagi oishi kano yama...”,
but we could not follow him. Finally, he wrote the words
and gave us all copies. Then we could sing it all together.
The Thai dance performed by two Thai ladies to Mr. R’s
singing is unforgettable.

Of course I could never forget the journey from
“Tokyo to Nagoya” by Meiji period train which took only 5
or 6 minutes in Meiji Mura, or the collection of clocks
from around the world in the Japan Folklore Museum at
Matsumoto, or the excellent taste of the “kake soba” at
Matsumoto station.

During this 3 day trip we all became very close.
When we said our farewells at Kyoto station I felt some
paininmy heart. I believe all of us shared the same feeling.

Study tour : at the Primate Research Institute
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