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Kyoto Thai Students Association

Piyasak Chaumpluk

(Lab. of Plant Pathology)
Thailand
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Somewhere between friends and relatives; an image
reflecting ones-own family relationships always plays a
key role in the real bond among the members of Thai
students. This bonding led to the creation of a union of
Thai students here, known as the Kyoto Thai Students
Association. In co-operation with the Thai Students
Association in Japan, under royal patronage, and the Kan-
sai Thai Students Association, the Kyoto Thai Students
Association intends to;

1) foster a spirit of kinship and unity among its
members.

2) encourage the development of mutual understan-
ding and the exchange of experience and ideas among its
members as well as other foreign students, based on a
spirit of equality.

3) promote cultural exchange between Thailand,
Japan and other countries.

4) promote co-operation with other organizations hav-
ing equivalent objectives.

5) be the Kyoto Thai students’ representative in any
activity involving Thai, Japanese and others in the area.

In accordance with the above objectives, this year we
have launched a program toward mutual assistance. One
result of this program was the compilation of a booklet
listing essential information to make living in Kyoto easy.
This has already been distributed among the new comers.
We also have an up-to-date telephone directory and a
quarterly brochure, called “San Sumpun”—a weaving of

relationship as the term coiled. This brochure is meant to
be a medium through which every member can share and
exchange experiences and ideas. It is run by the editorial
board whose members are drawn from our membership
and shifted at times.

For the members to become familiar with one another,
an additional one day trip and parties are organized
throughout the year from a welcoming spring party, a
welcoming autumn party, a New Year’s party to a farewell
party, the major purpose being to induce and support the
afhiliation and familiarity among our members, with fun and
games as a minor objective.

As part of the program to promote cultural exchange
between Japan and Thailand, we were involved in ac-
tivities such as distributing tourist information, setting up
a stall at and performing Thai arts upon the request and
booth exhibition during Kyoto University’'s November
Festival, etc.. We plan to continue with these kinds of ac-
tivities in the future. Last year, in collaboration with the
Kyoto City International Foundation, the Foundation for
Handicapped Children, and the Kyoto Univ. UNICEF
club, “Thai Night”, a charity concert for the benefit of han-
dicapped children was held and made the mark with flying
color in cultural exchange and also made a profit of
¥400,000 which was sent back to aid disabled children in
Thailand. This year, with the help of the Kyoto Private
High School Librarians Assembly we participated in the
Kyoto Inter-High School Library Fair by putting on a per-
formance of Thai arts and also exchanging culture with
Kyoto high school students.

All our activities are organized in order to encourage
maximum participation by all members, encouraging them
to share the responsibilities as one does in a family. So far
we have organized a public relations team, a performing
arts team, a recreation team and a kitchen team.

With only 43 members (including 4 visiting scholars)
this year, we will join together and work hand in hand
towards achieving our objectives; studying, researching
and social activities—the obligation of all members of the
Kyoto Thai Students Association.
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Round and About Japan

Caroline M. Takahashi

(Lab. of Fishery Resources)
Brazil

Travelling around a country is an excellent opportuni-
ty to know more about its history, culture and people. Get-
ting in touch with the people and visiting many places
enable us not only to understand but appreciate their ways
of life and values. The foreign students of the Faculty of
Agriculture were given a chance to join a trip to Tottori,
Shimane and Okayama Prefectures, on July of this year,
organized by the Foreign Student Advisor’s Office.

The first leg of the trip was to Tottori-ken, where we
visited the Tottori Observatory of the Disaster Prevention
Research Institute, Kyoto University and the Arid Land
Research Center of Tottori University. At the Obser-
vatory, we were introduced to the kind of scientific work
conducted there and the equipment utilized for detecting
microearthquakes. At the Arid Land Research Center,
we were enlightened on the different research activities be-
ing undertaken at the Center and showed some of the
facilities installed to conduct the various activities, such as
the greenhouses, the environment-controlled and growth
experimental chambers, where conditions are maintained
similar to those in arid lands. I was very interested with
the kind of research of the Center because in my country,
the desertification is a very serious problem. Little work
related to revegetation and agricultural development of
the arid lands is being conducted there. One other spec-
tacular sight was the Tottori Sand Dunes which unfor-
tunately we could only see at a distance from inside the bus
because it was raining. During the first night, after dinner
we all went to the room of Kawai Sensel, for a general con-
fraternization. Everyone was requested to sing typical
songs of his/her country, explaining the message of the
song prior to singing.

On the next day, we went to Shimane-ken, where we
visited the Izumo Taisha, a magnificent old Shinto Shrine
with sophisticated architectural style. From Izumo
Taisha, we proceeded to Matsue-shi and visited the
Nakaumi Reclamation Project connected to Chugoku-
Shikoku Regional Agricultural Administration Office.
Having received an explanation of the agricultural project
outlines in the area of Lakes Nakaumi and Shinjiko, we
visited one of the reclaimed lands and the Nakaura Sluice
Gate, one of the facilities of this project. We stayed in a
small city of Shimane Prefecture that night and after din-
ner, once more, we wound the day merry making-singing
and drinking beer and sake until late in the night.

On the last day of our trip, we left for Okayama Prefec-
ture. At Kurashiki-shi, we visited some museums in the
Ivys Square Garden, where we saw the beautiful collec-
tions of Oriental and Occidental Art. Then, we went to

the famous Korakuen, in Okayama-shi. When we arrived
in the garden, it started to rain but that did not stop our en-
thusiasm; instead we continued with our trip. By late
afternoon, we were set to return to Kyoto. On the way
home by shinkansen, all of us made comments on our im-
pressions about the trip and at that moment, the good
things that we did together fled into my mind.

During this trip, we had the chance to meet people of
different nationalities and personalities and therefore, with
different cultures, customs and ideas. All of us learned
something from one another and we all learned more about
Japan. Through this kind of interaction, we can broad our
circle of friendship and become more and more familiariz-
ed with our host and other foreign countries, thus acquir-
ing an international outlook.

As foreign students, we are here in Japan to improve
ourselves academically, if not professionally. We should
not however limit ourselves only to the academic or profes-
sional aspects of knowledge but try to broaden our horizon
of thinking to include how we relate to others. In this trip,
we saw two different sides of Japan. We visited some
research institutes, where advanced knowledge and
equipments are utilized, showing us the modern Japan and
we went to places like Korakuen and Izumo Taisha that
project us to the old and traditional side of the country.
So this trip was not only a scientific study tour but it avail-
ed to us many things relating to relationships, history,
culture and nature. I think that this point is paramount to
any other. In a nutshell, the trip was doubly instructive
and a great experience to all who attended it.
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Study tour: at the Tottori Observatory (left) and the Nakaumi
Reclamation Project Office (right).
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