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Md. Abdul Karim

(Tropical Agriculture, BaNcLADESH)

I could have got some different experience from Shikoku

Islands. It seems that still the islands are feeding the Japanese

people who are living in other highly developed, mechanized and

materialistic cities. The family in the islands and specially the

palm trees let me to remember my home country. I don’t know

this is my last trip in this islands or not, if I have chance, I would
certainly visit again the islands. The Seto bridge is amazing.

Muhammad Rashid Abdur

(Tropical Hydrology, BancrLaprsh)

This is a very pleasure trip for me. I enjoyed the trip very

much. [ have gained new experience to visit land slide area at

Tokushima Ken and also from other places in Shikoku island.

My special thanks to Okagawa sensei and Kawai sensei for their

kind co-operation during the trip. [ would expect to join this type
of trip in near tuture again. Thank you.
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Miao Dengming

(Biological Chemistry, Cuina)

This trip offered me a good opportunity to make further

understanding about Japan’s various system, society and culture.

I found many interesting things and produced ideas which can pro-

mote my studying in Japan. In addition, I had a chance to com-

municate with other foreign students, which also can strengthen
my ability and ideas.
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Yangyouru Macarius

(Water Use Engineering, Guaxa)

This trip was highly educative and offered me the opportuni-

ty to actually interact and experience some countryside life of

Japan. I would have missed a lot if I never came for this trip.

Also the organizational abilities of the Foreign Student Advisors

and their assistance cannot be over emphasized throughout this
trip. All in all it was a nice experience.

Alka Ben Trivedi
(Food Chemistry, Inpia)
This trip to Shikoku, the place of natural beauty was very
much joyful for me. Iwould like to have attention on some points
why this trip was very nice;
1) I had some relaxing time with colleagues.
2) I have been to the places where usually I can not be.
3) The Japanese Students also joined the trip to give it real interna-
tional meaning.
I hope in future more Japanese students will join this trip.

Sundararaja Bakhtavatsalam

(Microbial Biochemistry, Inpia)

The trip was very interesting and I enjoyed very much. In

Kochi we have seen Landslide Prevention Research Center which

impressed me very much. The Uwajima and Matsuyama was

also very beautiful and enjoyable. Ithank the organizer for the ar-
rangement.

Cecep Kusmana

(Forestry Resources, Inpongsia)

At the first day, I have seen the activities of Landslide Obser-
vatories Center of Kyoto University in Awaikeda. [ received the
hospitality from the staff of this office. The second day, we
visited many interesting places such as a sea park and the small
island in the sea. Also we stayed at the beautiful hotel in Uwa-
jima and ate the delicious Japanese traditional foods. The last
day we visited the Ehime Castle and Hot Spring in Matsuyama.

Heru Bagus Pulunggono

(Tropical Geography, INpoNESIA)

This trip is very useful for me to know and understand part of

Japanese history by visiting important place of ancient history like

Ehime Castle, in other hand this trip is also very useful for me to

increase my knowledge how to control land slide by visiting Land-

slide Observation Office and its field laboratory in Uwajima by us-
ing Sabo dam (one built of check dam method).
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Guanzon Nicolas Jr. Gobuyan

(Fisheries Resources, PHILIPPINES)

The trip was very interesting and enjoyable. I learned many

things out from this rare opportunity. To be specific, I was able

to see Japan in two faces. The modern and the traditional Japan.

With regards to the accommodations and transportation, it was

well coordinated thus very convenient. Thank you very much
and I hope I could go again with the trip next year.

Chitra N. W, Mudiyanselage

(Fisheries Chemistry, Sri Lanka)

For three days we visited various places in Shikoku Island.

Land Slide Sabo Office and their activities were very interesting.

I think we everybody learned a lot about Japanese Engineering
works.

Henry Y. Lejukole

(Animal Breeding, Supan)

Interesting trip. Learned a lot from the sites visited and en-
joyed the social interactions. Thanks to the FSA Office and the

University administration for facilitating the trip.
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Tran Linh Thuoc

(Applied Microbiology, VieTvam)
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Internationalization of Universities
and the Need of Social Adjustment

Nagizade Mahammad

Meiji Gakuin University, YokoHaMma
Nogakubu Alumunus
Iran

( Faculty of International Studies, )

When I look to my past 35 years of falling in love with
Japan, I always say to myself; Oh my god, how did it hap-
pen!

My first encounter with Japan was during my teenage
in the 1950s through my father’s small library which was
devoted exclusively to Asian countries: China, India,
Russia, Japan and Iran.

Since the late 1950s, after an interval of about 25
years, Japan regained her pre-war prosperity of 1937 by
1954 and by the 1968 she became the second largest
economy in the market economy world.

The early 1960s saw the stage being set for the world-
wide student’s movement, especially in France, Japan
and Iran too. On that occasion I got the opportunity to
familiarize myself with energetic Japanese students who
contrast sharply with modern students. But the final
materialization of my long term visit and settlement in
Japan was in the early 1970s during the oil crisis.

On those days the whole nation was under the shock
of the oil crisis and there was no room for such cries as “In-
ternationalization”.  Therefore the number of Govern-
ment Sponsored Foreign Student (GSFS) was only 650, of
which 1/10 were in Kyoto University.

The two oil crises were really the end of rapid
economic growth for Japan. Nevertheless, through the
various industrial adjustment she pulled out of the subse-
quent recession more quickly than any other nations. It
was only from the early 1980s that the “Internationaliza-
tion” had become a common and popular term not only
among Japanese mass media, but also among academi-
cians, politicians, and bureaucrats to use frequently, and
after the Persian Gulf War of 1991, “Contribution”
became popular, too.

My own experiences during these long period should
be divided into two categories, A; those that are regarded
as my own experiences, B; those that I got through
witnessing the whole process on “Internationalization” of
universities and the expansion of foreign exchange pro-

grams in Japan.

Regarding point A, indeed I was so fortunate and
lucky in many respects during my graduate school period
at Kyoto University NOGAKUBU), that [ can not put all
those wonderfull experiences in a few pages. It will ap-
pear some time in a book that I am working on. Regar-
ding point B, there are some points that [ want to explore
here.

Since the beginning of the Meiji era, the Japanese
have striven to build schools and universities and
recruiting foreign teachers, with high salaries to let them
serve Japanese own need.

In 1990s, however, Japan is faced with the need to
develop new attitudes. A hundred years ago Japan emerg-
ed as a member of the international community, today she
can no longer see the world simply as a market in which
basic science and raw materials can be acquired and her
products can be sold. Even if the number of GSFS has in-
creased from 250 in 1961 to 5,500 in 1991, it is no longer
acceptable that Japanese universities exist solely for the
benefit of Japanese professors and students.

Japanese position in today’s world requires that in-
stead of merely opening the doors of universities and ac-
tively welcomming foreign researchers and students, she
not only simply creates opportunities for mutual learning,
but provides education opportunities for large number of
students from all over the world, particulary from the
Asian nations.

Someone would like to think that the expansion of
number of GSFS is a matter of finance and facilities in
Japan. But after being actively engaged in foreign
students’ affair and being entrusted with various respon-
sibilities in my university, I do not share this idea. Other-
wise who can believe that the number of foreign students
in Japan (the second largest economy and the first in terms
of ODA in the world) is less than, for example, the
number of foreign students in India?

It is my feeling that the “Internationalization” of
Japancse universities can not be accelerated merely by a
change in legal provisions or case by case consolidation of
material conditions. Of course such measures are certain-
ly necessary as a starting point, but the real problem is
that of attitude of the general public including the
members of Kyoju-kai that also remain unsolved. It is
true that the understanding and the active participation of
general public are of highly importance for the supporting
and expansion of the number of foreign students.
Therefore, the role of small but efficiently organized
regional community such as Chonai-kai with its various
functions, should be considered.

I completely agree with Associate Professor Kada




who calls on regional support as a pre-condition for the ex-
pansion on international exchange programs (News Letter
No. 9 on March 1992). That is way I have tried to engage
in the Chonai-kai with the foreign students affairs. But
we should not forget that the main responsibility in this
regard remains with indivisual’s concepts and attitude of
professors as a influencial member of regional community
which are highly reflected by the Kyoju-kai.

A university can be open to outsiders as long as the
home of the professors as the members of the university and
the regional community is open to them, no matter how
small the house is.

Finally, from the beginning of this century Japan has
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proved that she has tremendous ability in terms of in-
dustrial adjustment with regard to the domestic and inter-
national demands and needs. So, it should be the case of
social adjustment with regard to the needs and earnest
demands of tens of thousands of young people who love
Japan all over the Asia and the other part of the world.
Kyoto University, especially NOGAKUBU, for last 60
years has played a pioneering role in this respect and has
contributed significantly to the social and economic educa-
tion of the world young students. I hope this pioneering
role will be further expanded and developed to such an ex-
tent that it could easily be simulated and used by the other
universities in Japan.
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