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An essay by the honorary doctor
of our Faculty

Tage Rickard Eriksoon

Uppsala University

Professor emeritus
Sweden

Last year I visited Japan as a FY 1992 visitor and I
stayed 2 months. I was invited by JSPS (the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science) under the JSPS-RSAS
(Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences) agreement. My
host scientist was Professor Yasuyuki Yamada, Molecular

and Cellular Biology, Department of Agricultural
Chemistry, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto University.

It was my twelfth visit to Japan and I received a very
warm “welcome back” by colleagues and friends at the
Agriculture Faculty. Kyoto University is the research
place abroad I most often have returned to, for work or
meetings during more than 30 years in research. During
this time the progress in Plant Biotechnology has been fast
and great. The achievements in Kyoto have always been
available at an early stage for us in Uppsala. The hospitali-
ty, the generosity, the friendship of the people in the In-
stitutes together with the cultural heritage of Kyoto are
deeply touching me. Everything is so well organized and
the smallest things for housing and transportation are
thought about. Therefore, never any problems during
longer or shorter stays in Kyoto. This time I also stayed
two weeks in the laboratory of Professor Hiromichi
Morikawa, Botanical Institute, Hiroshima University. It
was two fruitful weeks when I made my first experience of
DNA bombardment of plant cells and tissues. This line of
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research was also going on in Kyoto but also advanced cell
biology and very interesting plant molecular biology and
plant biochemistry. It’s no exaggeration to say, that the
research is at the frontline in these two fields.

In spite of good contacts with Japanese scientists and
many visits to Japan I have not learned their language. I
have however, very recently attended a course in
Japanese in Uppsala. The language barrier is the only pro-
blem I have and that is mainly outside the Institutes. It's a
pity that Japanese students don’t practice speaking
English during all the years in school. This has certainly
been underlined many times long ago but I have been notic-
ing only a small improvement over the last 20 years. Since
the students at high school are smart and hard working it
should be possible to include more practice in speaking
English. I think that it’s not to be expected that we
foreigners should improve our knowledge in Japanese in
the future.

December 7th, I received “the Honorary Degree of
Doctor of Agricultural Science” at a very solemn reception
in the office of the President of Kyoto University. This fan-
tastic day ended with a big dinner at Miyako Hotel in
Kyoto. It was one of the greatest days in my life. Many
thanks go to President Imura, Dean of Agricultural Facul-
ty and Professor Y. Yamada and his many co-workers and
students.

Now, being back in Sweden and my old University in
Uppsala for about 2 months I am missing the exotic
Japanese food such as tempura, sashimi and sushi as well
as the very good Japanese beer. The Japanese food in
general is well prepared and more healthy than most
Western food, I think. It’s easy to live in Japan since
everything is available and of high quality. Therefore, any
time I get the opportunity to go to Kyoto and Japan I will
do so. Kyoto has become my second home and a place I
long for.
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KRDOEH (5)
SOME PARTS OF MY LIFE IN JAPAN

Suchila Techawongstien

Dept. of Horticulture,
Fac. of Agriculture,
Khon Kaen University,
Thailand
Nogakubu Almunus

“Agricultural science and myself” or “My life in the
laboratory leaving my family at home” or “The significant
role of Agriculture that could play in the developing
economy of my country” is the topic that I am assigned to
contribute in this Newsletter. As a matter of fact if some
of my friends those who know me well still study in “Kyo
Dai”, they would know which topic that I would like to tell. Since,
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I am the one that so many of my friends call “Akarui onna
no hito” that means“relaxing girl or always cheerful”.
Therefore I would like to tell about some parts of my life in
Japan, particularly some of my funny parts.

Student in foreign country normally faces some pro-
blems since their first step stumped on aboard. Certainly,
this is also for myself, especially the big problem
“language barrier”. My first day in Japan, April 4, 1989,
there was not so much of trouble because I went there with
many of Monbusho Scholars. However, on that day I just
realized that how strict in English pronunciation of
Japanese, i.e. I should say “Miluku” instead of “Milk”
otherwise some of Japanese do not understand. I spent my
first night at the Osaka Airport and went to Kyoto by taxi
in the next morning. Nearly 1 hour in the taxi I did not say
any words with the driver except “Ko-re”. At that time
the driver could not find “Shugakuin International House”, the
dormitory that I was supposed to stay. During he was try-
ing to phone his office, I suddenly saw that dorm.’s ban-
ner and said that word automatically. Although this word
is not correct but in that situation the problem was solved.
After I walked and walked 2 or 3 rounds nearby that dor-
mitory, just tried to have lunch. Finally I decided to
choose one of them. It was lucky that the tiny restaurant
was “Gyu Don” shop. Basically, it is so easy to order the
food in this kind of restaurant because it has only one dish.
Still T didn’t know how to order, just only tried to stare at
the owner. He asked me something, surely I could not
understand. Wisely he was, he instinctively knew that [
am a “Gaijin”. He showed me the menu which has only
two pictures, one big and one small bowls of “Gyu Don”.
That’s “I got it".

Please don’t be terrified that I will tell you all about of
my story day by day until my last day in Japan, even I'd
like to do so. Those above stories are just only a few parts
of my life in Japan. There are still so many of my funny or
clumsy or dumb stories left which I do hope that other
foreign students may have such experiences as mine.

I know that some of “Ryu-gakku-sei” are normally
suffered from their life in Japan. Some are suffered from
language barrier while others from unsatisfied results of
their researches. In my case, Ialways feel that I am lucky. 1
could go along well with all of my Laboratory’s members,
my friends in other Lab., and also many other friends in
my dormitory. Most of all, I have the great understan

RIMMARFLEEYELTOHSES
19884F 3 A0 5 19894F 2 1 & C Y4 A A Ml A6 o 1) £
HE v v 4 — DL FHRFRERE B A2 BH O hicy 7y
Z KHEZ7v#8» Tage Rickard Eriksoon Gyt L -CF-RL 4 212
AN RBRFLHRFELOKRSABEEIRE Lz, Jhk
WSRO A = o — X v 2 — o R, F 2oy
HEORWFEBHEMC, Tr Y g A B L O E L,

RFPALEMEANSFREERR

VRS SR O FAT S A G B R B AR R LIRS E S B

DERAC LI,
EYHEEHE TR ERMEAFIRORR

R 5 R ST AR L AR R R R A AR A, 1 27

H, 28H T, 180G L E LT, T ORRAE AZE

b ek (EE), MHREREYER (FE), AMTYE
W OEE) O3B LI,

ESEEMEEHEDOASZES
R ST B s RN R BRI U R S v v
K —, FIE BRI 4 1 B TSR~ D 9,
8o, o THHEN SHH  Emy Vg Es a8y
FAHIEwWHE D F L, B O—BIBAREE v EESCT,
e A R A PR A R R Nl S e 7 4 B A

dable sensei, “Prof. SHOJI SHIGENAGA” and “Assoc.
Prof. EIJI NAWATA". Both of them kindly looked after
me not only for my research, also my daily life in Japan.
Even when my husband, my daughter and two of my
nieces, came to visit me in Japan, everything were
already arranged e.g. traveling plan, hotel reservation
etc.. Again, after finishing my research I had an opportuni-
ty to visit some other Universities and private company by
their kind arrangement. I totally agree with many of my
friends who said that “I am a lucky girl”, since I was hap-
py through 3 years long in Japan. Moreover, I could finish
my Doctor Degree within a very short period of time.

On behalf of “Ryu-gakku-sei”, I would like to list
some notices that I have gained from my experiences in
Japan. They are:

1. Try to make some agreement with your sensei in
the topic and works of your thesis that should be
available for your Lab. ’s facilities and also conve-
nient for your ability

2. Push all of your effort on your study and research
works, but don’t forget the time for refreshing
yourself

3. Don’t push yourself in any difficulty, except
from your works, i. e. choose the nearby dorm-
even if the fee is a little higher

4. Join your life with other friends some time, not
only your Lab. ’s member, and you would know
the meaning of “That’s what friends are for” well
Please keep in mind that Japanese have their uni-
que history and culture for a long time.
Politeness and discipline are important in this
country like in other Asian countries, however it
dose not mean throwing your self-confidence
away.

I hope that these above notices may help the foreign
student’s life a little more easy in Japan.

This essay will not end completely without telling so-
me parts of my life after returning from Japan. At present
I am very happy with my family and works. My works are
going quite well in both of my routine work as an Assistant
Professor in Khon Kaen University, and also my research
works, [ am doing my research on vegetable breeding i. e. chilli
pepper, tomato and some kind of crucifer crops.

Hopefully I will be back to “Kyo Dai” some day.
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