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BE£OR (1)
Reminiscences of Kyoto

Nick G. Guanzon, Jr.

(Division of Tropical Agriculture)
The Philippines

It was my first time in Japan thus, a new world and new
challenges came into my life. Although I was the only Filipino stu-
dent who will enter Kyoto University for that particular year and
semester, I didn’t experience so much trouble in coming here.
The language barrier was the only problem I had. Everything was
well arranged and facilitated (e.g. housing, transportation etc.) by
Mombusho. I spent my first night at Osaka airport and came here
by taxi the following day. When I arrived at Shugakuin Interna-
tional House at noon time, I felt nervous and uneasy because the
place was very quiet and I didn’t see anybody around. I proceeded
to the hallway and kept on muttering to myself: “What kind of
world is this? This is such a lonely place! I can’t survive in this
kind of world!” If I have wings, I had flown back to the Philip-
pines. Without my knowledge, somebody from the office who saw
me through the small glass window of the door came out to rescue
me. He interviewed me for a while. We then went to the room
which was reserved for me. [ brought all my belongings into my
room and went out to get familiar with the place and to look for a
restaurant. I was so hungry! I wanted to eat that very moment ...
anything! Since [ was a stranger to the place and didn’t have any
knowledge of Nihongo, I wasn’t able to find a restaurnat. Instead,
I went to the vending machine nearby and had a can of hot coftee
for lunch. That lunch wasn’t exact my idea of fine dining Japanese
style. But what can I do? At that very second, I started to realize
why some people call Japan a “shikata ga nai, kuni” After drinking
my lunch (And boy was it a BIG lunch, all 100 ml of it!), I went
back to the dormitory and asked from the office if there were
some Filipino students residing in the dormitory. Fortunately,
there were some Filipino residents but all of them were out. So, 1
waited 'til evening. When I met them that night, all my doubts, in-
securities and fears vanished. It must have been the familiar
language. “Hola kamusta ka na ... welcome to Kyoto” (Notice that
we Filipinos are very fond of mixing languages. Not we don’t care
for linguistic purity. It’s just that we're quite comfortable in
multiethnic and multicultural environments). On the next day, I
went to Kyoto University accompanied by my new Filipino friend
(who edited this text for me, by the way) to meet my professor and
to comply with all the requirements of the university at the
Foreign Student Service Office. I received a very warm welcome
from my professors and colleagues. Since I couldn’t communicate
in Nihongo, I used English in conversing with them. I also smiled
a lot. Sometimes beautiful teeth help. I was very glad and didn’t
feel isolated because all of them could speak and understand
English well. Thereafter, I was able to manage my affairs in-
dependently.

As days, weeks and months passed by, I adjusted to the
Japanese way of life. I was albe to learn and speak the language
gradually. I learned to love and eat the Japanese food. Most of
them are very delicious and nutritious. I enjoyed eating them ex-
cept for natto, a fermented soybean. Although it is a very healthful
food, I can’t take its taste and smell. I think the genetic engineers
should do something about this problem. Nobel prize in the
waiting? My favorite Japanese food are sushi, sashimi, sukiyaki,
tempura and nabe. It was also my first experience to use
chopsticks because in my country we are using spoon and fork or
sometimes with our hands. At first, it was very difficult and it took

me a long time to finish eating all my food. But through constant
practise, I was able to master the “art” of using it.

Kyoto is really a very conducive place for study. There are
lots of beautiful sceneries around and fresh air to breath. The city
is surrounded by mountains covered with trees. The rivers and
canals are clean: a veritable sanctuary of many kinds of birds and
other animals such as fish, newt and tortoise. The streets and
sidewalks are free from garbage and potholes which cause obstruc-
tion to motorists and pedestrians. It has no problems of pollution
and flooding. The pace of life is relatively slow and calm. It is not
as busy compared to some other major cities in Japan. There are a
lot of places to visit which are of great interest (e.g. temples,
shrines, zoo, botanical garden etc.). Every springtime, I look for-
ward to that wonderful experience of viewing the cherry blossom
trees everywhere.

“Like cascades of pink
Connecting heaven and earth
The weeping cherry”

They are very beautiful especially when they are at their peak.
During autumn, I had also a nice time sightseeing. I am and will
always be fascinated by the changing colors of maple leaves
especially when there is sunlight. It is very exciting to watch the
red, orange, purple and gold leaves blown by the wind.

“Maple leaves of red
of orange, purple and gold
Set the hills on fire”

There are also a lot of fruits to eat during this season. In summer,
although it is very hot and humid, I enjoy watching festivals which
can be traced back to ancient times. Of the four seasons of the
year, | hate winter the most. The winter of 1991 was my first time
to see a real snow because I grew up in a tropical country with on-
ly two seasons — the dry or summer and the wet or rainly seasons.
At first, I was very excited to watch the snow flakes falling from
the sky. However, excitement disappeared when I realized the
unimaginable cold that the season brought. In order to warm
myself and not to get sick, I wore many layers of clothes which
were heavy and uncomfortable. It took me a long time to get dress-
ed. I looked like a rooster ready for a fight in the cockpit. I
couldn’t even compare my clothing with that of the 12 layered
kimono of the Heian period. I suppose heaters were not yet
around.

At the university, I had a great time doing my.research ac-
tivities together with my professors and fellow students. Working
condition was good because all my subordinates were very accom-
modating, understanding and kind. Laboratory facilities and sup-
plies were well provided. This encouraged everyone to do indepen-
dent research. During my free time, I enjoy playing badminton or
softball with my colleagues and fellow foreign students.

During my first 3 years in Kyoto, I had the opportunity to
visit other places in Japan through the generosity of Monbusho ar-
ranged by the Foreign Student Service Office or by the Foreign
Student Advisor’s Office of the Faculty of Agriculture. These
trips afforded me to see some of the gorgeous places in Japan and
exposed me to different aspects of Japanese culture and tradition.

Coming from a developing country where 70% of the people
live below the poverty line (I definitely belonged to this social
class before coming to Japan), I was amazed with the quality of
life in Japan. Transportation and communication systems are very
efficient. Everybody is busy everyday trying to cope with the high
standard of living. I didn’t see beggars and idle people which are a
common scene in the streets of most developing countries. The
crime rate is very low and it is a very safe place to live. Moreover,
there’s an abundance of food everywhere and the people are enjoy-
ing a comfortable lifestyle. The government is sincere and has a
great concern with the people. Although most of the people have
an air of conservatism, they are honest with their dealing, well




desciplined, very polite, industrious and optimistic about their
future. All the citizens seem to have a feeling of contentment.

The above stories are my recollections of my 3-year stay as a
foreign student at Kyoto University and some of my frank impres-
sions about Japanese and Kyoto City based on my actual observa-
tions and experiences. I will cherish all these precious moments in
my life after I finished my studies. And, I will be very happy to
share all these memorable experiences to my family, friends and
colleagues back home.

Japan in My Eyes

H. M. Zakaria

(Division of Agricultural Engineering)
Bangladesh

Similar to other foreign students, I faced some difficulties
upon arriving in Japan, since this was my first experience to go
abroad. Last year, on 16th January 1993 at 8 am I arrived at Osaka
airport. From Osaka airport to Kyoto University I did not face any
problems as Mr. ISHII, now a Doctor’s Course student in our
laboratory, had kindly received me at the airport. However, in the
afternoon after exchanging warm greetings with my sensei, I was
informed that a room had been reserved for me in a hotel named
“CO-OP KYOTO” for two days. I also received two maps, one on
how to get to the hotel and the other one from hotel to the
University. On those days, I realized how hard the English pronun-
ciation of Japanese sounded. For example, I should say
“shinguru” instead of “single”, otherwise some of the Japanese do
not understand. On 18th January 1993 when I was going to Kyoto
University from the hotel, I took a taxi. The taxi driver dropped
me in front of the Clock Tower. It was regrettable that, I was not
able to go to my laboratory, eventhough I tried to ask several peo-
ple for help but no one could show me the direction, at that time.
Then I showed the document of the Department of Agricultural
Engineering to a person who was trying to help me, he telephoned
my Professor and I was then received by an officer of Foreign Stu-
dent Section (F.S.S.). The problem was then solved.

After two months in Japan, on March 1993, I got the oppor-
tunity to visit Kanazawa City mainly for a holiday and sight-seeing
arranged by F.S.S. of Kyoto University. Yes, that trip was a very
interesting one. I had learnt a lot but it is rather difficult for me to
note down all those beautiful and exciting experiences in brief. An
example is Kenrokuen, a garden of combination of six attributes
still bearing the memories of the Maedas, one of the most feudal
families in the samurai era. Fortunately again, in November I got
the chance to visit Hiroshima and Hagi City for three days. Oh!
Hiroshima! The word which I had heard when | was a primary
school student and from that time, it was painted in my mind to
visit that place and to know what actually had happened on that
particular day. The city, once devastated on August 6, 1945, with
the Atomic Bomb, “the Dome” at the center of the Hiroshima, still
bears the memories of the horrors of the World War II. I will
never forget the photographs and pictorial records of the Atomic
Bombing which I had seen at the museum in the Peace Memorial
Park, Hiroshima. I was very surprised when I visited the Hagi Ci-
ty especially while walking into the natural underground foot-
way. Really, that is the “Goddes of Mercy” and the conservation
of the natural resources and beauty is really great and beyond the
imagination of how efficiently the people of Japan are taking care
of it.

I am delighted to mention here that within this short period of
stay, I also had the opportunity to visit some gorgeous places like

Tokyo, Chiba, Okayama and Gifu prefectures as well as different
cities of Kansai area and though all the places are interesting and
worthwhile experiences but I feel the greatest impact from Kyoto.
Kyoto City is surrounded by beautiful mountains, the City exudes
the atmosphere of glory and splendor of Japan’s ancient culture. I
had heard before that the largest number of holy temples are in
Kyoto where people performed the prayers to their God. The
most wonderful temples, not only increase the beauty of the city
but also act as protection of the natural calamities. During the
World War II, there was no reason given during the news
coverage as to why Kyoto had been spared. If asked about the
cause, people might answer that God helped to protect Kyoto.

In spite of my very short experience in Japan I am bound to
wonder at the extent of the manifest success of the Japanese
economy, the good nature, the sacrifices, and the great openness
of the Japanese to the different ways of others. The resolution of
Japanese people to internationalize their own meeting by conduc-
ting them in English, facilitating the participation of visitors from
neighboring Asian countries and from further afields must be ap-
plauded. Educated Japanese women, particularly, might favor the
good-oriented approach to professional work which permits a
much freer choice of lifestyle on the part of the employee. I am
really grateful to this society. Not only the people but also the
Japanese Government has swiftly responded to the new wave
such as to offer more and more financial aid to international
organizations, to accept increasingly foreign students in Univer-
sities and to offer unprecedented postdoctoral fellowships to the
foreign researchers, to launch and fund big and ambitious projects
aimed at promoting basic research and technological innovations
and to open its markets.

Lastly, I would like to express my opinion that when I was a
graduate student in the University of my country, it was my plan
to go to Japan as it is a newly developed country and establishing
peace all over the world.

LROETH (T)

Why Students Choose
to Study Abroad?
and Why at Kyoto University?

A. Bob Karnuak

(Division of Animal Science)
Liberia

On many occasions both in the University and in other places,
many of my colleagues, both foreign and Japanese students,
likewise some Professors normally ask me, why did you choose to
study abroad, of course referring to Japan, and then with a follow
up, why at Kyoto University? At times I tried to answer these in-
teresting questions, but there is always not enough time for detail-
ed explanations. So, I would like to share my views on these ques-
tions with you all.

Study abroad and related migration of scholars and profes-
sional is a pervasive phenomenon dating back as early as 300-500
B.C. when intellectuals migrated to Athens. In subsequent coun-
tries, there were similar migrations to major intellectual centers
such as Alexandria, Rome, etc.

Most literature on study abroad has focused on only two prin-
cipal issues: a) the problem of cultural adjustment for students
from developing countries who go to the industrial countries such
as the United States, United Kingdom, Japan, etc. and b) the so-
called BRAIN DRAIN. Frankly, studying abroad has more to it
than just those two issues, and also it has both positive and
negative aspects. For this time, I could like to focus attention on




the positive aspect in four counts.

1) Development of Technical Skills: One of the common
arguments for studying abroad is that it is a mechanism for acquir-
ing improtant technical skills relevant to development. This has
been the major motivation for fellowship and scholarship pro-
grams which that of JICA and MONBUSHO are of no exception.

2) Political Development: Overseas experience can be a major
stimulant fostering social change. Experience in other political,
cultural, social and economic environment, like that of Japan can
be a powerful motivating force. The memories of African early na-
tionalist leaders such as Nkrumah and Azikiwe indicate that it
was while abroad that they developed their strong determination
to work for the independence of their countries in the common in-
terest of their regions. Similarly, key Asian leaders like Ho Chi
Minh, Chou EN-Lai and Chen YI developed revolutionary con-
sciousness while studying in France.

3) Development of Regional Consciousness and Greater Sen-
sitivity to the Need for Cultural Democracy: While studying
abroad, like we the foreign students in Japan, often become
familiar with various culture from our region and become more
conscious of our identity. For example, “African Identity” or a
“Southeast Asian Identity”, thereby developing multicultural,
regional and international identity.

4) Enhancement of Mobility Opportunities: Overseas study can
be an important factor in upward social mobility. The prestige of
overseas study can in some cases compensate for ‘deficiencies’ in
socioeconomic background. In societies where both educational
and occupational opportunities may be limited for certain cultural
minorities, overseas study like such in Japan can be an important
source for mobility.

Why did I choose to study at Kyoto Universily

It is the fact that MONBUSHO provides the fund for study-
ing at Kyoto University for a large majority of the foreign
students with the exception of some privately supported students,
but before seeking for MONBUSHO sponsorship, the student
already had at the back of his or her mind which higher Institution
of learning in he or she wishes to enter in Japan.

In selecting a school or University abroad for that matter, we
have to bear in mind our objective and plan for the future.
Different individuals have different criteria for selecting a
University. On my part, emphésis were on the followings: a) Cur-
riculum content, b) quality of the University, c) research facilities
and d) location.

Kyoto University has been and continue to be one of the best
and leading Universities in Sciences and Technology both in
Japan and internationally. Greater advancement of high
technology in agricultural research, including Animal Science, in-
spired me to study at Kyoto University. Having the confidence
that studying and doing research at Kyoto University will better
prepare me in my area of concentration, thereby affording me the
opportunity to learn newly developed technology, methods and
know how.

Location and setting of any learning Institution plays a very
important role in the learning process. Living in Kyoto, this
historic city under conductive atmosphere, clean and calm; less
populated and equally so among the friendly people of Kyoto goes
a longer way in making one feel home away from home.

What are the expectations?

Japan has grown into a world economic power due to its
group of hard working people. They are taught and trained to
believe that the benefits of the society is more important than the
individual’s. Also due to its well planned research activities which
has gain momentum and produced wonderful results which Kyoto
University is one of the major contributors. This is what every stu-
dent at Kyoto University, including myself would like to copy the
example (s), try to understand how the system works, and to be

able to apply it in some way upon returning to our respective coun-
tries.

In conclusion, international study and co-operation feeds
many aspirations, stimulates minds and enlarges experiences. At
its base lies the belief that each country has much to learn from
others if we approach research work and study with open and in-
quiring minds.
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