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Visiting Professor
in Biogeochemistry

Myron J. Mitchell
SHEAE B

Professor, State University

of New York,

College of Environmental Science
and Forestry, U.S.A.

I was a Visiting Professor from January through May 1996 in
the Laboratory of Forest Ecology in The Faculty of Agriculture.
The Faculty of Agriculture had completed a reorganization and
new school division was established that was named “Science and
As part of this
reorganization, funds were made available to invite a foreign scien-

Technology of Regional Environment”.
tist in the field of environmental biology. I came to Kyoto
University as part of my sabbatic leave. This leave was granted
by the State University of New York, College of Environmental
Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, U.S.A. where I am a
Professor in the Faculty of Environmental and Forest Biolog};.
On this trip I was accompanied by my wife, Deborah, and a
seven-year-old son, Michael. We lived at the Shugakuin Interna-
tional House which provided excellent accommodations for us.
My twenty-one-year-old daughter, Charlotte, came for a two-week
visit during her last semester as an undergraduate at Syracuse
University. She graduated in May 1996 with a B.A. degree in In-
formation Science. My son attended first and second grade at
_ Shugakuin Elementary School in Kyoto. Michael had wonderful
educational and cultural experiences at this school. The prin-
cipal, Mr. Takahashi, and his teacher, Ms. Tsuneto, as well as

other members of the staff were very supportive. My wife
assisted individuals, including other residents of the Shugakuin In-
ternational House, with their conversational English during our
stay. All the members of my family found our stay in Japan to be
exciting and culturally enriching. We enjoyed interacting with a
wide range of people and greatly appreciated the many facets of
Japanese culture including the food, temples, shrines and various
traditions such as festivals some of which we had the privilege to
attend.

[ am very grateful for the hospitality provided by the Faculty of
Agriculture, especially my host Professor Goro Iwatsubo and
other members of the Laboratory of Forest Ecology including
Associate Professor Hiroshi Takeda and Instructor Naoko
Tokuchi. Instructor Nobuto Ohte in the Laboratory of Erosion
Control was very helpful in making operational the computer soft-
ware and hardware which I used extensively while at Kyoto
University. While at Kyoto University, I was involved with a
variety of activities. I taught a graduate seminar course in
Biogeochemistry. The course was taught in English and it had an
enrollment of twenty-five students who were from programs in
soils, hydrology and forest ecology. The two major purposes of
the course were to introduce the students to some current topics
in biogeochemistry and allow them to practice speaking and giv-
ing presentations in English. I also had informal discussions with
students, staff and faculty in various research areas including
forest ecology, hydrology, soils and biogeochemistry. I helped
scientists at Kyoto University in developing manuscripts that
were to be submitted in English to various international journals.

I presented two formal seminars on Feb. 15 and March 13 at
Kyoto University entitled “Nitrogen Saturation in Japanese
Forested Watersheds” and “Climatic Control on Nitrogen Losses
from Forested Watersheds in the Northeast U.S.,” respectively.
I also gave a seminar on April 16 at Lake Biwa Research Institute




entitled “Biogeochemistry of a Forested Watershed in the Adiron-
dack Mountains of New York: Regional Implications to the
Eastern U.S.”.

During my stay in Japan, I had three major excursions. On
Feb. 22-25, I went to Miya-Jima to see some coastal forested sites
and also went to Hiroshima. At Hiroshima, I visited the “Peace
Museum” that commemorated the dropping of the first atomic
bomb during World War II. This was a memorable visit and was
a compelling reminder of the horrors of war. From March 28-31,
I visited research sites at the Forest Research Institute at
Kumamoto in Kyushu. On April 19, I went on a field excursion in
which we visited a series of forested watersheds in the Lake Biwa
catchment.

At Kyoto University [ did research on biogeochemistry. My
major research focus was the evaluation and synthesis of informa-
tion on the nitrogen biogeochemistry of forested watersheds in
Japan. This work was initiated before leaving for Japan and is
continuing. I currently have a Japanese post-doctoral associate
working in my laboratory in the United States and we have a
paper in press entitled “Nitrogen Saturation in Japanese Water-
sheds” that will be published in Ecological Applications. We are
developing another manuscript on this topic and will be present-
ing this information at a Chapman Conference on “Nitrogen Cycl-
ing in Forested Catchments” to be held at Sunriver, Oregon on
September 16-20, 1996. I am a member of the program commit-
tee and a discussion leader for this Chapman Conference.

I also was engaged in other activities while in Japan including
working on journal articles and book chapters that had been ini-

tiated before my sabbatic leave. I also made substantial progress
in the
“Hydrobiogeochemistry of Small Forested Catchments”. This
Gordon Conference is being held in the United States at Colby
Sawyer, New Hampshire from August 3-8, 1997 and I am serving

organization of a Gordon Conference on the

as co-chair along with Professor Matzner from Germany. We
were able to finalize the program and identify discussion leaders
while I was in Kyoto. Ihope that some of my Japanese colleagues
can attend this conference. I also had considerable contact with
individuals involved with my research and teaching program in
the United States including faculty, staff’ and students at the Col-
lege of Environmental Science and Forestry. This entire process
was greatly facilitated by using the Internet. I used the Internet
for E-mail as well as for sending and receiving data, manuscripts,
reports, tables, figures, etc.

I found this sabbatic leave to be professionally and personally
rewarding. I was able to be actively involved in both teaching
and research with faculty, students and staff in Japan. I am an-
ticipating continuing this collaboration with Japanese scientists.
There are many interesting and important environmental issues
with biogeochemical implications that are emerging in Asia.
These issues include global warming, air pollution, and water
pollution. I anticipate that my stay at Kyoto University will help
promote interactions between Japanese scientists and members of
the international scientific community. I hope that I will have the
opportunity to return to Japan and Kyoto University sometime in
the future.
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I THINK I HAVE BEEN,
AND AM, LUCKY

Maria Carmen Alvarez

(Division of Fisheries, Spain)

Many people ask me why I decided to come to Japan. Really
this is a very difficult question to answer for me. In Spain, the
economic situation was very bad for any profession, especially for
general biologists. This made us, my boy friend and I, once end-
ed our degrees, take the decision to go somewhere to get more
specialized so once back we would be more competitive.

Which field is it good enough to get specialized? Of course,
aquaculture. Now decided the field, the only thing to do is to
chose the country and try to find a scholarship. At that moment,
we met a couple of biologists in Ayamonte, south part of Spain,
managing a shrimp farm belonging to one of the biggest national
companies in Spain. They had obtained one scholarship from
Japanese government several years ago, so they knew very well
what we had to do to apply. Japan sounded great, but there was
only a small problem: the language. How could we learn
Japanese! In Spain, we have a feeling that Japanese and Chinese
are almost impossible languages to learn. Those friends told us
that we would have a 6 months intensive language course when
we get the scholarship. We thought: It is not enough but... Any
way, we decided to take this way and focused all our energy on

that line. We got in touch with a Japanese professor, Professor
Tanaka, our present supervisor, who really helped and encourag-
ed us for the almost one year of application. Finally, we succeed-
ed and this is why we are here. Just before we come to Japan, we
resolved to get married; so, when we arrived to Japan, we where
settled in a 3 year honey moon.

My first impressions of Japan was very simple, maybe because I
didn’t have any preconception. For me, all the streets were
clean, there were green mountains everywhere. Interestingly,
some cars could speak: Migini magari masu. There where some
elections when we arrived, I never knew what for, it was in-
teresting to see all that people wearing white gloves, giving
speeches to invisibles listeners. At the beginning it was just as if
I was living in a cloud; I was so excited that I hardly slept. I
wanted to be all day long in the street to observe everything. One
day, we decided to go to the Takaragaike park to have a walk with
some friends. We climbed up to one of the hills of the park and
on our way down we saw a kind of squared iron boxes on the side
of the hill. It looked like a barbecue area, but the ground was to
steep for it. We thought: What a strange people! Several months
later, we knew that they were for the 16% of August. During
Daimonyji, those barbecue boxes were used for lighting a kanji.

Several days after our arrival, cherry trees bloomed. It was
wonderful, the best welcome that the city could give us. We en-
joyed sight-seeing, besides all Tetsugaku no michi and Kamo
river.

During this year I had a lot of good and some bad moments.
We have travelled quite a lot around Japan thanks to the famous
Jjuuhachikippu. This special pass permitted us to visit a lot of
places—Hiroshima, Fukuoka, Ehime prefecture, Tokyo...—and
to meet different people. We spent the end of the year with the




family of a Japanese friend, so we could experience the typical
food and traditions of new years day of Japan.

Some people come to Japan because they have always dreamed
of it, others because this scholarship is famous in their countries.
But in our case, there was not a concrete reason. We can say that
the reason for us to come to Japan was our destiny. Now I know
that this has been, and is going to be, one of the greatest ex-
periences in my life.

Here in Japan we have met really good people, Japanese and
foreigners. With some of them we shared very nice time, and
became as brothers. When they went back home, I felt as if part
of me went away with them. It seems to me that being far from
our real family makes you feel more friendly and friends can
become a real second family.

For me, the most difficult moment to face was Christmas time
being far from the family. Usually we have big family dinner, so
we miss them a lot especially in this period. Even though, this
was my first Christmas with my husband, as a family, and with
some very special friends. My husband and [ cooked a sea bass
and our friends grilled a turkey (there is no real Christmas without
a turkey). But then a problem happened: the turkey was too big
for our small oven! After several hours of trial we found the way
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to place it. My God! It appeared so easy to do when my mother
cooked it! The night of 24 the food was delicious—as a perfect
Christmas dinner—and we where having a good time, also it was
funny to think our celebration was six hours before the once of our
families in Spain. Then, at midnight, a miracle occured. It was
snowing! We were so happy that we put on our shoes and went out
for a long walk. It was like an omen that something very special
was happening. At that moment I didn’t know, but as the best
Christmas present, I was pregnant.

Eight months have passed now and my belly is enormous. [
have to say that my professor is very generous to me. He has
helped me for in everything I need. I thank hima lot. I feel real-
ly lucky. During this months I had to do a lot of papers for the
hospital and the ward office. Everywhere I visited, everybody
I don’t
know if this paperwork made me improve my Japanese, but [ am

was very kind to me in spite of my terrible Japanese.

sure I have improved my sense of intuition.

Probably when you read this article, [ am already a mother.
Now [ am waiting the moment with impatience. Everywhere we
met people who is ready to help us, so I can only say we are lucky
to be in Japan.
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