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Letters from Alumni [

Some of My Nights in Kyoto

M. Abdul Karim

(Bangladesh)

Honestly say, most of my days in Kyoto were enjoyable.
The memorable companionship of my Japanese and foreign
friends kept me away from nostalgia. My Professor, Dr. S.
Shigenaga recommended me to learn Japanese culture intimately
and I tried my best. To learn Japanese culture one must become
a friend of Japanese people. Foreign students may feel that
Japanese are very shy. It is true and that is why foreigners
should approach first to become their friend. Once you get into a
Japanese group you will feel the insurmountable Japanese society
is very much enjoyable. Anyway my article is not on Japanese
culture but to inform some of my interesting memories.

Old Japanese Idea on Nougakubu: Once | went with my
friend, Tazuro Miyoshi, to enjoy Japanese Beer-garden. We met

a retired old person there. He was interested to know me, as
where I came from, what was I doing in Japan, etc... After know-
ing that I was a student of Kyoto University he looked at me for a
while and then pour some beer into my glass. I was surprised to
see his way of talking and pouring the beer. He then begun to
praise me very much for my ability to get admisston in Kyoto
University. He told that he felt shame for his failure in entrance.
examination. It was his dream to be a student of Kyoto Universi-
ty.... I was embarrassed with his way of praising me. However,
we were enjoying the environment. Suddenly he asked me what
faculty did I study. I told Nougakubu. He looked at me in such a
way as he was despising me. However, he did not say anything
openly except that getting admission in Nougakubu is very easy
compared to other faculties. [ did not mind with his comment but
was very disappointed with his way of passing comment. When
he left Tazuru told me that the old Japanese still think studying
Agriculture means one has to go to field for improved plowing and
laddering for good rice harvest; and studying Civil Engineering
means you have to use the hammer and shovel for making a road
or big building under the sun. I was only thinking my publication
in Plant, Cell & Environment has no value to these Japanese old
man.

Interesting Drunk: Once I went out to call to Bangladesh




from the telephone booth near Imadegawa-Shirakawa street.
Unusually I found one middle aged man was sitting down in front
of the booth. Unlike usual Japanese he was asking my “Cur-
riculum Vitae”. I responded well. He was saying that I am an
elite in Bangladesh, he was happy to see a Gaijin in this mid cold
night, etc. etc.. He offered me his half-finished bottle but I refus-
ed. Doshite he asked. He then wanted to know why I was
there. I told my purpose. He presented an unusual laugh at me
and told he had some telephone cards, and please... I refused.
Doshite? And he reiterated his request. [ felt uneasy but could
realize that the drunken man was getting angry. Luckily one
young Japanese came to me, he was observing for long time, and
made me understand that it was better to accept his request other-
wise I might be disturbed for long time. He looked very happy.
I thought the cards might have completely used. Surprisingly
when [ inserted the cards, the machine showed that only some
units were used. I can not remember exactly but not less than 200
units were remained. I gave many arigato to the drunken man
although he left the place by that time. Don’t you think meeting
such kind of drunken Nikonjin is not unfortunate rather pro-
fitable.

Snoring Man: Once Professor T. Horrie, Lab. of Crop Science,
introduced me with a Bangladeshi ex-student who came for a
short visit. We took supper together. He told that he did not con-

firm the hotel and whether I would mind if he stayed one night in
my dormitory. I said no problem. When we went to my room it
was around 8 : 30 P.M. He told last night he had no good sleep
and he would like to sleep. He went to bed soon. At that time I
was very busy with my Doctoral thesis. My god! After few
moments he fall in sound sleep! His sleep was really sound which I
could understand from the sound he made (snoring). I have had
never heard such roar..urusai. My room was very small so you
can understand the conditions. I was waiting to have a light sleep
but it was impossible. I had earplug, I tried. No! Nothing im-
proved. I had to sacrifice my sleep for that one-day-old ac-
quainted Bangladeshi friend. When he woke up it was already
5:00 a.m. On that morning, from 6 : 00 a.m. I had to conduct
my experiment. After getting up he expressed his gratefulness
to me for allowing him to sleep in my room. He asked me
whether he was snoring, and was it noisy, or whether it disturbed
my sleep, etc... I just answered I can not tell you whether 1 was
dreaming the whole night. He smiled and said he never heard his
snoring but his wife kept on complaining about snoring. I also
just smiled and promised myself if I have some important job on
the next day and if some one request me to stay in my room before
night I would ask the person whether he snores? If yes — Gomen-
nasai.
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Elmira Karbozova
(MUBRBRERIE, ¥ v x5 v)
The trip was wonderful, exciting and informative as well.
When we start from Kyoto city I did not expect even that this trip
would be so impressive. May be because it was my first time to
see the real big sea. So, I could enjoy marvelous scenery of
Japanese Sea and its surroundings and moreover I had a chance to
swim, and to learn about fishes and of course enjoy the taste of
fish. I'd like come here again. Thanks a lot our “senseis”!
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17.07. 1997
Fisheries research station: We had looked about researched
works at station and fish museum. Those works are interesting
to understand Fish farming in Japan. Buton 17.07. 1997 was rain-
ing, it was not convenient.
18.07. 1997
Amano-Hashidate: This area is very good for understanding
in Black pine (Kuromatsu) distribution.
19.07.1997
Tango Peninsula: For visiting in this area, it was only
sightseeing. Because the time was limited and the schedule so
many, we were tired.
All area, we visited, it’s so full program. If the schedule have
more data about Japanese Agriculture, more interesting. Thank
you very much.
Heru Bagus Pulunggono
(BHME, A2 Fx27)
We have been visiting many objects in many towns of nor-
thern part of Kyoto Prefecture for three days. The first visit was
Kyoto University Fisheries Research Station in Maizuru city. In
the station we visited the warehouse as museum of fish collection
and were informed about research activities of the station. The
second, we traveled to Amano-Hashidate. Along the way to
Amano-Hashidate we visited Goro tower to look around the
scenery of Maizuru bay. In Nishi-Maizuru, we visited historic
spot of Tanabe castle. In Amano-Hashidate, we traveled the
famous beach of Hashidate and Monju temple. The last day we
were traveling along the Tango bay by bus. In this day we are
visiting many historic spots, scenic spots and the fishing village of
the town.
The study tour is very useful for me and from the study tour I
could take a lot of advantages. The most important thing I know




is that Japanese people still conserve the historical sites, even
though they are going to modernize most of their life aspects.
This way of development, I think, could be done in my country.
Hla Maung Thein

(TARPE, T p ve—)

I had a chance to go studying trip to around sea side in Kyoto
prefecture. I got so many knowledge in deal with fishery
research techniques and culture of Japanese people. [ have so
happy and pleased in this touring. Therefore, thanks to Nobuchi
sensei, Akamatsu Sensei and Monbusho very much.

Bhatta Balram Kumar
CGUERIERIE, *-3—n)

During this trip first day I was in the Fisheries Research Sta-
tion of Kyoto University in Maizuru city. This research station in
really very good and appreciable. Beside of the observation, I
met with many researcher & talk about the research &
technologies.

The trip was very good because not only the research activity
due the good coordination of “sensei” but we learned about
history, geography, culture & so many things. Thank you very
much.

Dody Dharmawan Trijuno
(SHEWRIE, 1 v Fxv7)

The first visit was Fisheries Research Station, Kyoto
University in Maizuru Bay. In this station, a lot of fish samples
from many countries were collected and stored in a good condi-
tion. These samples were used for study of fish systematics, mor-
phology etc. In this station some experiments were also con-
ducted in relation to fish aquaculture. With the use of fairly sim-
ple facilities most experiment can be done effectively.

Next visit was Tango Peninsula. This place offer many
varieties of very beautiful and interesting places for sightseeing,
swimming and knowing of historical things. For example, white
sand beaches, fisheries village, marine fish farming and tomb of
emperor family. Along the way during the travel in Tango Penin-
sula the scenery was very beautiful.

In conclusion this study trip was very impressive and closely
related to my field of study. It gave me a general background
about fisheries related objects in combination with wounderful
scenery.
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