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Reflection on a Six Month
Stay at Kyoto University

Hou-min Chang, Professor

(N orth Carolina State University)
Raleigh, USA

From the middle of February until the middle of August 1998,
I serve as a visiting professor at the Division of Forestry and
Biomaterial Science, Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto
University. This has been a wonderful six months for my wife and
me. I was most pleased to oblige when Prof. Nobuchi asked me to
write a short article for the News Letter for the International
Academic Exchange of the Faculty of Agriculture. Since Kyoto
University is one of the most prestigious universities in the world,
my joint research project with Prof. Nakatsubo and his students
has been, as expected, very rewarding and enjoyable. I shall not
comment on my research program here. Rather, I would like to
share with you some observations I made in Kyoto.

The education systems are quite different between Japan and
USA. Taking graduate education as an example, the two systems
are different in many aspects. First of all, students in Japan take
entrance examinations to enter graduate school whereas in USA
students are admitted to graduate school based on their
undergraduate records and their academic references. Once admit-
ted, most students in USA receive an assistantship that is normal-
ly sufficient to cover their tuition and fees and their living ex-
penses. The Japanese graduate students, on the other hand, have
few assistantships available to them, but about one half of them
may take out an interest free government loan, which covers
about one half of their tuition, fees and expenses.

Laboratories, each of which consists of a professor, an
associate professor and an instructor, are the basic units that con-
stitute the graduate schools in Japan. Once a student is assigned
to a laboratory upon his entrance to the graduate school, the stu-
dent learns mainly through his research work under the guidance
of the three faculty members and through interactions with other
students in the laboratory. The graduate students are required to
take only a few graduate level courses, mainly in the same divi-
sion, and there is little chance for the student to interact with
other faculty members of the division, let alone other division or
other graduate school of the university.

In universities in USA, graduate students are admitted to a
department, which consists of faculty members of related
disciplines. All faculty members of the department, from assistant
professors to full professors, are all independent. A graduate stu-
dent may work with any one or more of the faculty members as his
major professors and is encouraged to interact with as many facul-
ty members. In addition to his major professors, his advisory com-
mittee consists of at least 3 and may be up to 6 faculty members,

at least one of them must be from outside of the department as his
minor professor. Each department offers many graduate courses
that are open to all graduate students in the university. Each
graduate student must have a minor field for his advanced
degrees. A minor field is normally satisfied by passing three
graduate level courses in a discipline outside of his major. For ex-
ample, my graduate students in the Department of Wood and
Paper Science normally take Advanced Organic Chemistry and In-
strument Analysis courses from the Department of Chemistry,
Statistics and Experimental Design courses from the Department
of Statistics, or Polymer Chemistry and other process related
courses from the Department of Chemical Engineering.

As a result of the differences between the two systems,
graduate students in Japan tend to have more depth in their field
of study and have excellent experimental skills. The graduate
students in USA tend to be broader in their fields of training and
may be better equipped to adapt to the real world. It is hard to say
which system works better. Perhaps the Japanese system may
work better for the Japanese society and vice versa. Regardless of
the difference, I found that the graduaté students at the Kyoto
University are generally diligent and of high qualities.

This is not the first time for me to spend my sabbatical in
Japan. In 1981, I spent 4 months as a visiting professor at the
University of Tokyo. Since then, I visited Japan many times for
conferences, seminars and other business related matters.
However, this past six-month period has been quite different from
my previous visits for several reasons. First, in 1981, my children
were young and my wife and I have to spend time to tend to their
needs, leaving little time for exploring. Secondly, my Japanese
has improved over the past years to the extent that I can read and
carry on conversations without much difficulty. Thirdly, my wife
and I did our homework before our departure, studying Japanese
history and culture. Finally, Kyoto is probably the most desirable
city in Japan to spend six months. The city is full of history and
our prior efforts in acquiring some knowledge of Japanese history,
culture and language has been invaluable in our explorations of
the city’s many historical sites. The mountains surrounding the ci-
ty have many excellent hiking trails and we really enjoyed our
many weekend outings. Using Kyoto as a base, we also traveled to
many other places in Japan, making use of the wonderful public
Tsukuba,
Takayama, Kanazawa, Kumamoto, Kagoshima and Yakushima

transportation systems. Nara, Yoshinoyama,
all gave us long lasting memories.

The International House of Kyoto University at Shugakuin
contributed greatly to our comfort in Kyoto. The facility is well
equipped, members of the staff are helpful and cordial and the loca-
tion is most convenient.

Finally, I would like to thank Prof. Shiraishi for the invitation
to come to Kyoto University. My wife and I are especially in-
debted to Professor Nakatsubo, professor Minato and everyone in
their laboratory. They have been such a wonderful host for us that
make our life in Kyoto forever in our memory. We are also very
pleased to have the opportunity to enjoy the friendship of many
old friends in Japan, especially those in Kyoto area.
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Breaking the ice

— Letter from a Friendship
Ambassador —

P ¥

Henry Y. Lejukole
\‘ '\
%}‘ (Division of Biosciences, Sudan)

Now you may want to ask; what is this thing about Friendship
Ambassadorship? Well, true to the meaning of the words, it is
about being an emissary of friendship or put in other words, a
bridge of friendship linking the people of Kyoto and my country,
Sudan (the Sudanese). Thanks to the press, Sudan has been much
in the news recently for reasons [ would rather not get into here;
suffice it to say I won’t send anyone scrambling for a world map or
something, except for those least in keeping with current events.

It all started in 1974 for me, when I among others was sworn
into office, so to speak, as honorary friendship Ambassador (meiyo
yuko taishi) for Kyoto prefecture, with a mission to foster mutual
understanding and friendship between the people of Kyoto and
my country. Since then I have traveled the length and breadth of
Kyoto prefecture; been involved in citizens exchange forums/
meetings; participated in many school and college activities;
spoken in women’s association meetings; etc. These activities
have put me in touch with a broad spectrum of the people of
Kyoto in terms of age, sex, and geographical spread, and has
broadened my knowledge about Kyoto, perhaps much more than
that of the average residents, and definitely more than that of the
casual visitor in town.

More often than not, to many foreigners and locals alike,
Kyoto just means Kyoto city. Of course, I would say Kyoto city
definitely offers a lot of the cultural and natural heritage of Japan
such as temples and shrines, imperial villas, gardens, traditional
cuisine, scenic seasonal colors of spring and autumn, and the
pomp and merry making that comes along with the festivals of the
year, and so on. The truth however is, there is much more to
Kyoto than just what is within the confines of the city. It takes a
ride out of the city, meandering in between the hills to enjoy the
beauty and serenity of nature bestowed to Kyoto and Japan in its
abundance. Many have yet to walk the ‘romantic road of Maizuru’
that would take you through nature, history, festivities, market,
and amusement among other attractions. Museums of the like of
‘Red Brick’, and ‘Memorial for War Returnees’ are out there
waiting for you. You should go see the unique tombs of the kings
(kofun koen), and lend a hand to the traditional art of paper making
in Ayabe. As you head further north to behold the natural splen-
dor of Amanohashidate at the Japan sea (said to be one of the best
three sites of nature in Japan), a visit to the grass thatched roof
village in Miyama-cho will be worth while, and while there if the
opportunity lends itself, take it easy and join the natives fishing
ayu.

Talking of fishing brings up the main recipe of my letter, that
is, the need for social interaction with the local people where we
are, our hosts and neighbors. Come to think of it, anyone can get
to enjoy all the beautiful tourists attractions in town without ever
delving into the realm of personal relationship with anybody at all,
no matter whether one is a long term resident here or just on a
short visit. Friendship cannot be harvested instantly by the eye

but takes an effort to break the communication barrier and ex-
press ones feelings, opinions, and appreciation of the things about
others, as a show of our good disposition towards them. Friend-
ship knows no boundaries and to trade information about
ourselves, our people or countries not only widens our circle of
friends but rids the society around us of any misconceptions, suspi-
cion, stereotypes, or utter ignorance about us. For me, I have
been hosted, accommodated, and entertained out there by many
good families that I did not know before getting to enjoy their
kind favors. I have participated in rice harvesting (ine kar); gone
out fishing with the local folks; taken part in games like kendama,
take-tombo, origami, etc. with school children; rattled some por-
table shrines (Omikoshi) in local festivals, yelling out yoi-sho, yoi-
sho; pounded away rice cake (omoch?); and gotten into all sorts of
fun with both kids and adults.

My better days in Kyoto have yet to come to an end, and
while the opportunity is still here, as a way encouraging others to
enjoy their stay in this country, I wish to commend the people
Kyoto as being considerate, kind, and truly concerned about the
welfare of foreigners in their midst. In forums I have attended on
town building (machi zukur?), they have always sought suggestion
on ways to make their cities or towns more accommodating to
foreigners. Special bazaars, home stay programs, tours, and many
other functions are at the top of the agenda of local communities
to help foreigners feel at home away from home. The challenge is
for the Gaijin to favorably respond to these kind gestures of good
will and reward the local communities by building bonds of friend-
ship. I have heard it said ‘if Mohammed does not go to the moun-
tain, the mountain comes to Mohammed’; so sometimes we should
be prepared to take the initiative to break the ice and reach out to
our surrounding. I would therefore like to encourage the foreign
students and scholars to cultivate and pursue the gems of friend-
ship that will bind us to the people of Kyoto even after returning
to our home countries. It is needless to feel lonely and come down
with stress when you could enjoy your stay here and feel very
much at home.
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Utilization of hypoxia-responsive enhancer for production of
recombinant proteins in animal cells
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Structure, Function and Regulation of Glutamate Racemase
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Enzymological Studies of Lipases from Psychrotrophic Bacteria
Amaury Martin Arzate Fernandez (fFH1%)

In vitro Culture for Propagation and Breeding of Lily (Lilium
spp.)

Untung Budi Santosa (P2 I)

Experimental Study on The Deposition and Erosion Processes in
Sand Pockets

Wawan Harmawan (R #I2ERTY)

Study on The Movable Lug Wheel

Raynold Crispin Mfungahema (##[i22dirg)

Studies on Significance of Population Potential in Land Use and
Regional Planning

Ahdin Gassa ([EH4WFHIN)

Studies on Chemicals Affecting Insect Behavior: Cuticular
Hydrocarbons of Termites, Rice Plant Constituents, and
Rotenoids from Yam Beam

3 B E (S

Identification of New Genes Conferring Resistance to Blast
(Pyricularia grisea Sacc.) in the Chinese and Indian Native
Cultivars of Rice (Oyrza sativa L.)

Pamela Chavaz Crooker (KpEZH 1K)

Studies on Extremely Heat-stable Proteases from the Hyperther-
mophilic Archaeon Aeropyrum pernix Kl.

Seca Gandaseca (HZHIN)

Ergonomic Evaluations of Industrial Forest Plantation Work and
Workers in East Kalimantan
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Community Analysis of Obligately Oligotrophic Bacteria in Rela-
tion to Changes of Phytoplankton Communities in Lake Biwa
(Japan) by a Molecular Approach

S.M. Lutfor Rahman (MSEISEE )

Eco-Physiological Study On Tomato Drought Tolerance
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Decomposition of litter in a subalpine coniferous forest

Md. Zakaria Hossain CHfBESE2E %)

New Approach to Modeling for Mechanical Behavior of Ferroce-
ment and Its Application to Structural Design
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Mechanisms of Glutamate Reception in Mouse Taste Cells
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Study on The Establishment of Bovine Embryonic Stem Cells
a BB OKESHA)

Phylogenetic Relationships of Skates (Chondrichthyes, Rajoidei)
with Description of a New Genus
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Studies on Phosphoenolpyruvate Carboxylase in C, Plants:
Molecular Structure, Function and Gene Expression
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Henry Young Lejukole (#E¥E1%)

Genetic Inprovement of Beef Cattle through Performance Test
Procedure
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Enzymological Studies of Bacterial DL- 2-Halo Acid
Dehalogenases
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Increase in swimming endurance capacity of mice by capsaicin
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Catalytic Mechanism of L-2-Haloacid Dehalogenase from
Pseudomonas sp. YL
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Fuzzy Rule-Based Relaxation Schemes in Groundwater Frow
Computations
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Basuki Sumawinata (##; 5 H )

Pedological Studies on The Reclamation of Brackish Sediments in
South Kalimantan, Indonesia

I Wayan Budiastra (JR¥¥T¥H1k)

Optical Methods for Quality Evaluation of Fruits
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