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Parental Experience in Japan

Elmira Raheemovna
Karbozova

(Division of Environmental Science)
and Technology, Kazakhstan

Usually foreign students supposed to write about their
academic experience. There are number of foreign
students and researchers who is living with their families
in Kyoto. And I think I can share my parental experience
in Japan.

I remember, when I was an elementary school student
I had read a story about Japanese school written by a
Japanese writer which gave me a strong impression that
Japan is different from the country I live in many ways. It
was fascinating to imagine the people living in island
where tsunami and earthquakes are common things,
where fish and rice are eaten with chopsticks and women
wearing famous kimono with a fan.

Many years had passed since that time and I had a
chance to enjoy all those wonderful things together with
my son Ilias. In Japan I had been having tight schedule, so
on the third day after arriving Kyoto Ilias had to go to or-
dinary Japanese public school. It took not long for him to
make new friends. But at the beginning he had some
misunderstandings with elder boys of the school. I think it
become like a rule in every country, that boy’s attitude to
newcomers is suspicious. They try to challenge a
newcomer in order to test him. The rules have not been
changed for Ilias. And as a matter of the fact Ilias proved
himself to be socially easy-going and extended his friend-
ship with schoolmates.

Few months passed when I suddenly realized that my
son speaks and understands Japanese better than I do. In
fact he often did translation for me whenever I couldn’t
use my English. He was very busy with his social life and I
was delighted to see him happy with his new friends and
his new schoolteachers. There are many opinions about
elementary educational system in Japan among foreign
parents. As a foreigner I can’t principally evaluate the
local educational system because what is acceptable for us
wouldn’t necessarily be acceptable for Japanese and vise
versa. What I can say is that there are points that I used to
like, and points that were sometimes strange and
sometimes unfamiliar to me. But for certain I would say
that my son was lucky to be accepted in Shugakuin
Elementray School.

What surprised me was that one class consists of
about 40 students. Elementary school students easily loose
their concentration and attention. I think it isn’t easy for
one teacher to control and educate forty kids. Another
point, which looked strange to me, is that younger
students consider their teacher rather as a friend than as a
teacher. Therefore students used to move and talk almost
freely during classes.

What I liked most in Japanese elementary school is
that there are many hours concerning life sciences. The
class used to go to neighborhood mountainous area to
study nature, to collect insects and plants. So we used to
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have a big family here in Japan: frogs, “suzumushi”,
“kabutomushi“, and hamster living together with us. In
our home country we could never imagine buying special
cases, foods and toys for beetles. But this is how kids learn
to love nature. At school every student had to take care of
some plant. Once Ilias came home very excitedly and pro-
udly. He gave me few small red tomatoes and asked me to
eat most delicious tomatoes in the world. He did grow
them by himself! There is also much attention paid for
physical education. Before Ilias didn’t like much physical
efforts. That is in Shugakuin elementary school where he
learnt how to swim and swimming becomes his favorite
sport.

I think criteria for evaluation of a society is different
between adults and kids. However results might agree.
We both spent pleasant time in Japan and best compliment
for the Kyoto society is that the only place where Ilias
wants to live, except his hometown, is Kyoto.
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Hendrayanto (ZEHkflzE )

Analyses on Spatial Variability in Hydraulic Properties of Forest
Soils
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The Charge-Relay System in Enzyme Catalysis: Construction and
Function of Active Site Residues in Carboxypeptidase Y
Yunden Jinsmaa (R&SIHEHEK)

Designing of Novel Neuropeptides Improving Learning Perfor-
mance
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Md. Abul Fazal (sFREEflssn)

Managing Groundwater Aquifers With Simulation/Optimization
Models

Muhammad Munir Babar (MRERIFER)

Near-field Identification and Simulation Models of Spillway Flows
Wahyu Dwianto (ZHEIEHK)

Mechanism of Permanent Fixation of Radial Compressive Defor-
mation of Wood by Heat or Steam Treatment

Bambang Hero Saharjo (F#cEl#H1R0)

Study on Forest Fire Prevention for Fastgrowing Tree Species
Acacta mangium Plantation in South Sumatra, Indonesia

Fauzi Febrianto (F#EIEHER)

Preparation and Properties Enhancement of Moldable Wood-
Biodegradable Polymer Composites

Zaw Lwin Tun (#sFiss s s54)

Mechanistic Approach to Multiphase Porous Media Modeling
with Application of New Stress Principle

Frnan Rustiadi (tgFael%E7%0)

Spatial Analysis on Suburbanization Process

Mireille Dumoulin ([:FE{b¥E 1)

High Pressure-Induced Cold Denaturation of Proteins: Structural
and Functional Study of Wild Type and Unglycosylated Carbox-
ypeptidase Y
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Wong Ee Ding (Zpkfl¥HEk)

Density Profile: Its Formation and Effects on the Properties of
particleboard and Fiberboard

Kamen Stoyanov Tsvetkov ([ H4AMHIFEEIR)
Introduction of Rye Chromosomal Segments Into Common Wheat
by Means of Genetic Genome Rearrangement

FH OB CHAGREERO

Enzymatic production of optically active acetylenic alcohols and
a, S-diastereomeric amino acids

Sugeng Santoso (ILAAMREE )

Experimental Studies on the Density-Dependent Variations in
Body Color and Dispersal Activity of the Three Rice Leafhoppers,
Nephotettix Cincticeps, N. Nigropictus and N. Virescens
(Homoptera: Cicadellidae)
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Food Factors Inhibiting Nitric Oxide Generation in Macrophages:
Screening of Vegetables and Fruits, and Inhibitors from Avocado
Fruit

! XY (CHA4AMEEER0

Evaluation of the nutritional status of Japanese flounder
Paralichthys olivaceus larvae and juveniles, and its application to
the wild fish
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