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Academic Exchange

Bruce Auld

( Visiting Professor,)
Orange Agricultural Institute, Australia

Academic exchange is a stimulating exercise, not just for
those directly involved but also for others around them. On a prac-
tical level, the person taking a break from his normal post leaves
his colleagues coping without him and those receiving the visitor
have to deal with a stranger within their gates. While for some,
change is simply disrupting, most scientists welcome change as it
is often the mother of invention and new ideas are the currency of
science. The visiting academic may bring some fresh seeds of
ideas and ask some strange questions. Some of these could
stimulate a fertile mind and bear fruit. In exchange, he will also ex-
port with him ideas and wisdom from his new colleagues.

International academic exchange is especially refreshing for
the visitor. Leaving his usual commitments an ocean away and
with everything new around him, he can think freely and widely
again. To live in another country for more than a few weeks is

in itself an education. To be involved in international collaboration
is very satisfying. In agricultural research, it helps to break down
national and cultural constraints and to bring sharper focus on
more widely relevant scientific issues.

The visitor is provided with the luxury of time for more con-
templation. This is important in any field of endeavour. In using
this time, the visitor will hopefully develop ideas to a degree of
maturity that would not be possible in such a relatively short
period at home. From these developing ideas and through discus-
sions with host colleagues new directions and collaboration are
formed.

During my time at Kyoto University I have become intrigued
by the invasive flora in Japan and how many species there are in
common with the invasive flora of eastern Australia: more than 200 species.
Although both countries stretch across similar latitudes, they
have vastly different physiographies and histories of human oc-
cupation. Conversely, why are certain exotic species widespread
in one country and not in the other? There are many interesting
scientific questions within both the generality and detail of these
comparisons and practical implications in terms of quarantine.

I have also learnt about a range of projects in the Graduate
School of Agriculture which have broadened my horizons in terms
of subject matter and scientifically. As a scientist but coming from
an applied agricultural research laboratory, it is a pleasure to be in
a University environment where projects may be pursued for their
intrinsic scientific value.
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Teaching experience
in tropical soil management
research at Kyoto University

Marc Latham

( Visiting Professor,)
CNEARC!, Montpellier, France

When Dr Ueru Tanaka sent me a message in France asking if
I would come for some time in Kyoto, I was intrigued, interested,
and eager to discover Japan and Japanese culture. I was intrigued
as I was not sure how I could be of any help to the Graduate
School of Agriculture, Kyoto University but my interest primed. I
therefore warmly accepted the invitation.

As regards to my place in the system, I could rapidly see
where 1 could fit. Foreign students, here like in France or
elsewhere need a listening ear to their research problems and an
opportunity for these discussions to occur. Eleven lectures on
Tropical Soil Management Research were the opportunities for
some of these exchanges. Others took place in my office.

Tropical rural development studies in France —at CNEARC
in Montpellier but also at the “Institut National Agronomique” in
Paris— are mostly based on the understanding of farming
systems, of farmers’ practices and on the process of diffusion of
the innovation. This. approach implies an understanding of
technical but also of economical and social aspects of the rural
development. It means that interdisciplinary studies are at the
core of the formation. It means also that problem-solving ap-
proaches are preferred to disciplinary ones. In didactic terms, it

implies that an interactive approach is taken. This choice does not
go without difficulties. Scientific disciplinary departments in
universities tend to reject this orientation at the doctorate level,
leaving geographers as our main interlocutors. Professors have
the daunting task to deepen the study of their discipline and to
open up on other disciplines to answer their questions. Yet,
research in complex rural development systems in the tropics is at
that price.

Coming to Kyoto University, I tried to apply some of these
principles during my lectures. I first tried to have them speak and
we agreed with the students that they would read, each week, a
scientific paper related to the subject of the lecture. The paper
was then discussed as an introduction to the subject. This exer-
cise gave us some very interesting exchanges of ideas. Many of
these foreign students, having already some field experiences,
could bring their experience in the discussion. The Japanese
students attending could share their own views on the subject.

These students being essentially in Masters or Doctorate
courses, rather than giving them only technical knowledge, I tried
to help them to organize their knowledge for their research. I in-
sisted on social and economic aspects of soil management, which
were not covered in their previous studies. We discussed the role
of research but also of NGOs and of the civil society in practical
rural development issues. At the same time I insisted on field ac-
tivities and on research practicalities. Not surprisingly, during the
final evaluation of the course by the students, besides their mark
of interest in the experience, came also their request for field ac-
tivities in Japan.

I Centre National d’Etudes Agronomiques en Regions Chaudes
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B¥%E HUGH JOHN BARCLAY ##%
(Pacific Forestry Center, Canadian Forestry
Service, Canada)
%  The Distribution of Leaf Angles in Conifers
BEF 200246 A268 (GK) 13:30~15:00

¥#%  MARC DANIEL LATHAM ##

(CNEARC, France)
¥  Sustainable Land Management in the Tropics
HEF 200246 H268 (K) 15:30~17:00
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Pre-counseling room for Foreign Students

If you have any problems on your research and life or feel
loneliness, please come to the foreign student advisor’s office,
Faculty of Agriculture. We started a pre-counseling room from Oc-
tober. Although Foreign Student Division & Center for Student
Exchange in the main campus already have a counseling office,
the object of our pre-counseling room is to release your pressure
and to alleviate your loneliness before you have serious problems.
Ms. Kazuyo Fukumoto (Japanese teacher) stays at the following
time and place.

Time & Place: Every week, Wednesday, 1 : 00~3 : 00

pm (Common Room of the foreign student ad-
visor’s office)
Staff: Ms. Kazuyo Fukumoto
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