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From Kyoto University,
With Love

Hugh J. Barclay

x| Visiting Professor, Pacific Forestry
Centre, Canadian Forestry Service, Canada

About two years ago Professor Hiroshi Takeda invited me
to come to Kyoto as a visiting professor for a period of one
year. The work was to consist of research, teaching and cor-
recting the English on manuscripts. Receiving an invitation to
come and work at Kyoto University is akin to receiving an in-
vitation to work at Harvard or Oxford, so I jumped at the
chance. I got a year’s leave-of-absence from my job as a
research scientist with the Canadian Forest Service and came
to Kyoto in the fall of 2001 to work in the Laboratory of Forest
Ecology with Dr. Takeda. One of the more interesting ac-
tivities that I have done here is to teach a course in
mathematical modeling of biology to the students in the
Graduate School of Agriculture. This brought me into contact
with the students, many of whom were exceptional.

Dr. Takeda has a thriving research program underway,
looking at similarities and differences in patterns of decom-
position between temperate and tropical forest soils. His pro-
ject is truly international, with collaborators from Thailand,
Malaysia, China and Japan. He kindly took me to Thailand in
January to participate in a workshop aimed at collecting the
results from these diverse studies into a single package.

In an effort to improve my Japanese conversation, I
enlisted the help of several graduate students on the
understanding that we would converse in both English and
Japanese, and thus help both sides. Unfortunately their
English was much better than my Japanese and these sessions
have degenerated into English-only sessions. However, they
allowed me to get to know the students in a manner that
would have been impossible otherwise.

Since my wife, Masami, grew up in Japan, she already
knew the good spots for visiting and we have been seeing the
sights almost every weekend. There has been lots to see
(there are 1500 shrines and temples in Kyoto alone) and we
have been in most areas of southwestern Japan. One of our
forays was to AmanoHasidate on the Japan Sea coast, reputed-
ly one of the most beautiful places in Japan. There was a wed-
ding in progress in our hotel restaurant, so we had to eat out.
On returning to the hotel after dinner, we heard a jazz band
playing in one of the reception rooms. I went in and found a
quartet playing, and as I passed by, the female vocalist gave
me a huge smile while in the middle of a full throated chorus
of “Why not take all of me”. It was a tempting thought. I cross-
ed the room, which was full of well dressed people, and not
seeing an empty chair I squatted down behind the last of a line
of seated ladies. A few of the patrons looked at me curiously,
as I was the only foreigner in the room. I looked around and
spotted a huge bouquet of roses, yellow tinged with orange,
and it slowly dawned on me that I had crashed the wedding
party. The problem then was how to get out inconspicuously
as after making such a bold entrance. Eventually, a lineup

formed to greet the groom by the doorway. I sidestepped the
lineup and sneaked by, exiting through the door, only to near-
ly collide with the bride who was standing just outside. I stop-
ped and offered her my congratulations and then apologized
for having barged into her wedding party. She beamed at me
and pressed a bouquet of half a dozen bright orange roses and
a small wedding present into my hands. I was completely
defeated. I couldn’t very well refuse them and my Japanese
wasn’t up to further explanation of why I had invaded the
privacy of her party. I took the roses and left, with a stirring
rendition of “Don’t get around much anymore” in the
background.

Having a Japanese wife means instant family when one
comes to Japan. Masami’s family has opened many doors for
us and we have experienced aspects of Japanese life that
would otherwise be closed to us, such as the elevation of a stu-
dent priest to full priest status that we observed down at Mam-
pukuji Zen temple, south of Kyoto, and the memorial service
that was held in Kumamoto for one of Masami’s long deceased
uncles, at which an 84 year old cousin challenged me to an arm
wrestling contest, which he had no trouble winning. It turned
out he had a black belt in judo and still did 50 pushups every
day. :

For a westerner, living in Japan is a bit like reliving ‘Alice
in Wonderland’. So many things are done in ways that are
almost exactly opposite to the way we do them in North
America. Some of these things are relatively trivial and others
are more profound, but I think all of them contribute to feel-
ings at first of amusement and then bewilderment and even
consternation by Japanese and Westerners trying to live in
each other’s societies. Vehicles drive on the left hand side of
the road, and of course the driver sits on the right hand side of
the vehicle, a legacy from Britain. Public transport vehicles
are boarded at the rear and exited at the front. There are no
house numbers (at least in Kyoto) and the mail must be
delivered by a postman who knows the area intimately and
can interpret the postal address. Even turning keys in locks is
generally opposite to the way I am used to, as the bolts appear
to be under the lock mechanism rather than above it. Books
are read from the right-hand-most page to the left. Writing is
usually read from top to bottom, but is also read from left to
right, and occasionally from right to left; disconcerting to say
the least if you see a pile of kanji and kana and don’t know
from which side to begin. The language probably reflects
‘Alice’ more than anything else and I'm sure this accounts in
large part for the difficulties of each side trying to learn the
other’s language. The Japanese phrase “‘Watakushi ga taberu
niku’ (literally ‘I eat meat’) does not mean ‘I eat meat’ but
rather ‘the meat that I eat’. “‘Yamada to iu Nihonjin’ (literally,
‘Yamada called Japanese’) means ‘A Japanese called
Yamada’. I think that these and other ‘Alice’ type features ac-
count for the general level of disorientation and discomfort
that many people feel when transplanted to the other society.

I leave Japan with sadness, as there will be so many things
that I will miss: my new friends, the temples and shrines, the
rivers and graceful white herons, the scarlet maples in
autumn, Higashiyama, the Sanjo market, etc., etc. I would
like to thank everyone who has made my stay here worthwhile
and especially Dr. Takeda for allowing me the privilege of
spending a wonderful year at one of the top universities in
Japan in one of the most interesting cities in the world.
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Md. Zakaria Hossain
Bangladesh

Assistant Professor, Faculty of
Bioresources, Mie University, Japan
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Chuanpis Aroonrungsikul (HUSBREERIFEHER)
Physiological and Biochemical Studies on the Seed Dormancy of
Local Thai Cucumber

Erman Munir (&A% &#2%ER)

A Novel Mechanism for Oxalic Acid Biosynthesis Coordinating
with Energy Generating Systems in the Wood-Rotting
Basidiomycete Fomilopsis palustris

Tri Asmira Damayanti (B4 WRFEE)
Studies on Generation, Amplification, and Packaging of Brome
Mosaic Virus Defective RNAs
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Fajri Jakfar (¥R FEEESEER)

Impacts of timber trade policies on industrial activities in In-
donesia using a CGE model
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Molecular Characterization of Recombinant
Thermophilic
Cyanobacterium, Synechococcus vulcanus, and Effects of Its Ex-

pression on Nitrogen Carbon Metabolism in Arabidopsis thaliana
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Phosphoenolpyruvate Carboxylase from a

B Bt (CRAGREER)
Enzymatic and Chemical Studies on g-Primeverosidase, A Key
Glycosidase in Tea Aroma Formation
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Sofyan Husein Siregar (i&fH4WEl¥ER)

Studies on Epilithic Diatom Communities in the Batang Ayumi
Julu and the Batang Kumal Rivers, Padangsidimpuan, North
Sumatra, Indonesia
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Studies on Novel Neuroactive Peptides Derived Plant Rubisco
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Functional analysis of the genes involved in the formaldehyde ox-
idation pathway in the methylotrophic yeast
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Selina Ahmed (HURBIERIFHEE)

Studies on Photosynthetic Damage by Waterlogging in Mung-
bean (Vigna radiata (L.) Wilczak)

Aklani-Rose Gamboa Delacruz-Hidalgo (&4 &y FH2EHR0)
Biochemical and Applied Studies of Microbial Oxidoreductases
F R (CRAMHEER

Enzymatic Studies on the Glyoxylate and TCA Cycles during
Fruit Body Formation of Wood-Decay Fungi

B OBE (CALS%REFER)

Genetic Study on Natural Populations of East Asian Wild Radish
in Korea and Japan

Subyakto (FRHKEIFEEHT)

Improvement of Fire Retardance of Wood Based Materials Using
Chemical Coating and Carbon Overlaying

Azo Hisidore Gohouzoudjehi (HRFRER S EH )
Geoenvironmental Evaluation of Stabilized Water Plant Sludges
for Mechanistic Design and Application in Construction
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