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Will Poland become a second Japan?

Beata Zagorska-Marek

<Visiting Professor, Director of Plant Biology
Institute of Wroclaw University, Poland

Poland is a country with painful history, full of indepen-
dent thinkers. Individuality and reluctance to follow the rules
helped to survive at difficult (especially during past 200 years)
times of oppressive, foreign and lately, unfortunately, also do-
mestic regimes. But at present, this former virtue becomes a
very obstacle in the country’s ways to development and de-
mocracy revisited after so many years of not being in practice.
Peace Nobel Prize Winner Lech Walesa, while leading glori-
ous Solidarity movement, that in the end of XX-th century
brought freedom not only to Poland but to many other Central
European Countries, including Germany being subsequently
reunited, said once: “When we are finally free, Poland will
become a second Japan”. What was the meaning of this proud,
self-confident statement? I came here wondering what is the
secret of Japanese success here at the bottom of the society.
What lesson should we take from you to follow your footsteps,
to make Walesa's words come true?

Like Japan, proud of its history, its culture and tradition,
Poland is still aware of its glorious past: freely elected kings
at the times of absolute monarchies elsewhere in Europe,
federate state (with Lithuania) well before first dreams about
European Union, religious tolerance, the requirement of vot-
ing unanimously in the Parliament, which meant talking to
each other until the consensus was reached, human rights in
practice (eminem captivabimus right) sworn by the king to
respect them and follow before the whole nation. An old anec-
dote says that the French candidate to the Polish throne, Hen-
ry de Valois, asking before the election what would happen if
he did not, afterwards, swear to these rights, got in response
from the Polish noblemen such words — “Then, my lord, you
would not become a king!” Later the state collapsed under

the pressure of foreign military powers. Intellectuals and art-
ists like Chopin, and later Sklodowska-Curie emigrated or
busied themselves in preserving national consciousness and
identity by their patriotic writings, as did the Nobel Prize Win-
ner in literature Sienkiewicz, and paintings (Matejko, Kossak,
Mehoffer, Wyspianski). Even in my days, those before Soli-
darity, the only areas of personal freedom were science and
art, small domains of independence, from which one could be
recognized by the world community purely on the base of his
(her) merits. No wonder that Poland today has the best classic
music composers in the world: Penderecki, Lutoslawski, Kilar,
Gorecki — just to name the few most prominent.

The response to the questions nurturing me I have found
in a wonderful atmosphere of my laboratory, here at Kyoto
University. It is a teamwork, loyalty and cooperation, friendly,
patient attitude toward those new and learning, sharing the
knowledge — not being in a competitive mood. I have experi-
enced all this myself — you can imagine an enthusiastic Eu-
ropean scientist entering Japanese laboratory, so wonderfully
equipped with everything you can only dream of — with all
the manuals and labels on chemicals written in Kanji! Without
my colleague’s patience, for which I am sincerely grateful, I
would simply perish!!! I hope that this is the message I will
take with me home when my time of departure will come: let’
s have a little less of individualism and more of cooperation. Is
this enough for Poland in her present struggles? May be not,
but it is a very good starting point.
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A snow sport experience

Thanomsak Boonphakdee

e

“ (Division of Applied Biosciences, Thailand)

For a foreigner who comes from a warm country like me,
Thailand, experiencing snow on the slopes is magnificent.

In February 1996, I first came to Kyoto for 50 days in a
JSPS Exchange Scientist Program in the Fisheries and Envi-
ronmental Oceanography laboratory. It was not only academic
knowledge that I gained a great deal of, but also an unforget-

table experience on the snow.

After having spent a hard working period in the labora-
tory, our laboratory members agreed to organize a one-day
ski trip. They kindly asked me to join them. At first, [ was re-
luctant to go because I knew nothing about the winter sport.
They encouraged me to join and promised to advise me on
how to ski as well as allowing me to use their ski equipment.
They finally convinced me to go with them. My first ski trip
was to a place called Okuibuki, in Shiga Prefecture. It took 3
hours by car from Kyoto.

At the night before my ski trip I was so worried about
skiing that I could not sleep well. I had heard that skiing could
cause serious injuries, and in contrast, this could be a great
experience. At four thirty in the morning, my friends came to
pick me up and we drove to the ski resort. Instead of driving
on the Meishin highway we drove along Lake Biwa in order
to save the toll fee. It was wonderful to see scenery of Lake
Biwa in early morning. While we came close to the Ibukiyama




range, I was very excited at what I saw. It was my first time
to see snowy land. Everything was covered by snow and com-
pletely in white. I requested to make a few brief stops to take
some photos. Fortunately, it was a fine day.

We reached our destination, and my friends taught me
the basics of skiing, how to get use to the skis. Of course,
I fell several times even though I was at the bottom of the
slope. I had to spend an hour on learning these basic skills.
After I got used to balancing my body weight and how to con-
trol my speed, we decided to go up the slope by a chair lift. It
is very important to know how to control my speed and direc-
tion when getting off the lift.

When I was at the top of the slope I looked down and told
myself that I would die if I skied down. At that moment I had
a cold sweat and I could feel my face become pale. My friends
encouraged me to go down and showed me how to do it. All
of my friends are good skiers. They made me feel more confi-
dent. I felt like a snowman that day because I fell down so often.
I learned well how to fall down without getting hurt. As Tam a
soccer player [ know well how to fall, and so I slow downed on
the slopes by falling.

After lunch, we went up to higher slopes. I skied better
than in the morning but I still fell down to stop myself. Once,
1 crashed into a group of people, similar to making a strike in
bowling. In the late afternoon we went to the highest slope,
from which the view was magnificent, but it was so steep and
the course was so narrow that I didn’t feel that I make it
down alone alive. We decided to ski down in a line like a train
to increase my chances of success and survival, and I was at

the end of the line. It was very safe because we went down
at a slow speed and it was well controlled. However, half way
down the slope my friends left me and let me ski down alone.
I was very frighten and panicked. Following my survival in-
stincts, I rolled down the slope like a ball and stopped safely at
the course fence, this fence prevented me from falling into a
deep valley. Surprisingly, it made me laugh and got a lot of fun.
Back in Kyoto I was in pain. My legs were so heavy and so
hard to move, this was due to not having skied correctly.

My skiing experience in Japan was excellent. It is impos-
sible to enjoy any winter sports in Thailand. We should make
good use of our time in Japan, not only academic but also other
experiences are worth having when we are in abroad. Certain
experiences cannot be had when our time here is over.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the for-
eign student advisor’s office, Graduate School of Agriculture
for giving me the opportunity to recount this memorable ex-
perience through this newsletter.
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Ali Masoudi-Nejad (GH4: ¥ EHE#H 2O
Molecular Genetics and Genomics Studies Using Gametocidal
Chromosomes

Eakhlas Uddin Ahmed (f#35:#10)

Development of Micro-Propagation Procedure in Caladium
bicolor Plants-True-Type-Plant Propagation and a New
Simplified Tissue Culture Method

Alok Kumar (HUSEREIE 820
Optimum Allocation Discharged Pollutant Loads from
Nonpoint Sources in a Watershed using GIS

Muin Musrizal (FRARFFF£EI)
Alternative Approach to the Preservative Treatment of Wood-
Based Composites Using Supercritical Carbon Dioxide

Balram Kumar Bhatta (MuisiBRsiflerging)
Effects of Soil Condition on the Decomposition Process of
Japanese Black Pine Needle in a Pine Plantation Forest
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Studies on Thermostable Cellulase from Fungi
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Dvelopment of Transgenic Rice Accumulating Soy Glycinin
at High Level and Design of Glycinin with Improved
Physiological Functions
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Toxicological and Molecular Biological Study on the Toxic
Dinoflagellate Genus Alexandrium

Iskandar Lubis (45:317)

Genotypic Variation in Rice Yield under Optimal and Sub-
Optimal Nitrogen Supply in Reference to Sink and Source
Formations

Yanni Sudiyani (FR#ElE0)
Characterization of Untreated and Chemically Modified Wood
after Outdoor Exposure

Muhjidin Mawardi (Mg BRSFF ¥ 150)
Irrigated Agricultural System in Java, Indonesia: Profile and
Prospects in the Future

Syaiful Anwar (HUBIRESRL % 140)
Characterization and Classification of Tropical Peat Soils
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Cytogenetic Analysis of the Phylogenetic Relationship
between Persimmon (Diospyros Kaki Thunb.) and Several
Wild Relatives (Diospyros spp.)
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