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A New World
in the Neighboring Country

Seung Woo Park

( Visiting Professor,
Seoul National University, Korea

It is a new world that I have learned during the past three
months at Kyoto University. Having had several visits to Ja-
pan, including the latest short stay in Kyoto last March, I
thought the three month exchange program would be a good
opportunity to closely work with my host, Professor Aoyama
and his colleagues at the one of the best universities in the
world. Yes, I was right. And it has been a lot more than just
that. It is a new world that I have found here. The rich tradi-
tion, heritage, and culture that the city of Kyoto offers are one
kind, and the pleasant surprise comes from every corner of
the streets where I have been.

Professor Aoyama kindly offered me a few field trips to rural
areas, agricultural water facilities, and water resources man-
aging offices. As some of you may know, the scenes in rural
Japan are similar to those in Korea. I thought I knew Japa-
nese agriculture well. The more I learned, the more different
I saw. I had less understood Japan agriculture before. It has
been a whole new world in the neighboring country.

Our research works have been related to better understanding
of the multi-functional roles of paddy farming. We have been
fortunate to get to a point where we may be able to justify the
concepts in a watershed basis. Another topic was to apply the

remote sensing techniques for spatially extrapolating the water
quality monitoring data over the entire areas at a Korea estu-
ary dam under construction. The initial results from the efforts
also appear promising for such applications. I don't recall any
previous experiences to explore new subject matters this far in
a short period of time. Thanks to great helps from my collea-
gues whom I have worked with, it has been a fruitful visit.

My wife, Mijin, and 1 have enjoyed our Kyoto lives very
much. We spent sticky warm days to visit many temples and
shrines. We found ourselves among early morning walkers at
the ‘Road of philosophy’ . We tried different kinds of foods
from student's favorite restaurants to ‘Kyoto’ style to west-
ern style ones. The ‘no English’ menu was of course a big
enemy to find ones we liked. We had to overcome the mo-
ments of embarrassments and disappointments, and now have
the lists of meals of our favorite. I think Japanese foods would
be our choice next to ‘kimuchi’ . ‘A lonely planet in the
world’ is the phrase which many foreigners often put to de-
scribe their lives in Japan. And it has been more of the same
to me in many instances. When otfice hours were over, it was
often the beginning of a new journey of wonder. Problems
popped out here and there. Cars came to the other way so
many times. My taxi drivers surprised me by driving onto a
wrong way. I felt bad about myself when I could not learn
simple things for weeks. Now, even such memory of lonliness
and experiences of embarrassments has become something en-
joyable. And I would recall them for a long time for good.

I would like to thank those of you who have made my stay
here enjoyable, and especially Professor Aoyama for allowing
me the privilege of working for the great university. I sincere-
ly hope to continue our academic cooperation between the
neighboring countries in years to come.
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My Guest Professorship
at Kyoto University

Vilas M. Salokhe

Visiting Professor,
Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand

During my last year's visit, Professor Akira Oida informed
me that if T could spare time he would like to invite me for
three months to work as a Guest Professor at Kyoto Universi-
ty. I was intrigued by the idea and confirmed my willingness
to accept his invitation. Being at one place working for years
within the same environment, this was an exciting opportuni-
ty for me to work at one of the most outstanding university in
Japan.

During the initial weeks with my wife Shobha, in addition to
regular duties in the department, I did explore Japanese cul-
ture and traditions. Our visits to various shrines and temples
gave us insight into how close the Japanese and Indian cul-
tures are. This may be due to amalgamation of Buddhism, an
off-shoot of Hinduism, in the local culture. Many traditions
and customs, including the respect for elders and respect for
nature, are similar to what we have at back home. This really
made our stay comfortable in Kyoto. My wife through her
voluntary Yoga classes added some new friends from Japan
to her network of friends. We feel that Japanese people are
the most disciplined people in this part of the world.

Academic exchange for fellow professionals is a key to de-
velopment of one's ideas, innovations, widened knowledge
and understanding. From the academic side, the question is

what I have given to Kyoto University and what I have
learned here. Honestly, overall, I learned more than what I
had imagined. I was engaged in active research on a special
topic with my host Professor, delivered special seminars to
students and staff, actively participated in student research ac-
tivities in addition to attending some conferences in other
parts of Japan. It was exciting experience to share knowledge
and experience at this prestigious institute. From my side,
coming from an international postgraduate institute located in
Thailand, where students are coming from over 70 countries
all around the world, there was much to share about teaching
and research at the postgraduate level. The working and
thinking there is quite different from what I have experienced
here. Students here are hardworking, sincere but shy too.
Though the normal students here are not so much eager to
talk to outsiders, the students I came across in our laboratory
were very enthusiastic and willing to talk and listen to me. It's
also remarkable to know that, after my host professor in-
formed that they have to speak in English when I am in their
seminars, all the students sincerely tried to speak in English.
That certainly made me very comfortable and enabled me to
exchange my ideas with the colleagues and students in my
laboratory.

I am also quite impressed by the facilities and type of research
being carried out at the university. The quality of basic re-
search conducted here is outstanding and due to this no won-
der why Kyoto University should be called as a home of No-
bel laureates. I am proud to be associated with this university.

I am especially grateful to my host, Professor Akira Oida, his
colleagues and students of Agricultural Systems Engineering
Laboratory for giving me this wonderful opportunity to learn
and share more about the teaching, research and specially
Kyoto traditions during my and my wife's stay here. It's worth
experience to cherish life long.
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