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Unforgettable memory

Pradya Somboon

Guest Professor

( Chiang Mai University, Faculty of Medicine)
Thailand

My first experience in Kyoto was seven years ago when I and
my wife made a brief trip to visit Mrs. Iwaki san, the wife of late
Professor Misao Iwaki of Kyoto Women University. He was one
of my Japanese best friends and had been in Chiang Mai several
times mostly for mosquito researches. That time I was a visiting
professor of Nagasaki University where I spent a whole year
working with lovely staff and students of the Department of En-
tomology, Institute of Tropical Medicine. I had a wish to be able
to come to Japan again and my dream came through eventually.

I came to Kyoto as a guest professor of Graduate School of
Agriculture on the first March for a period of six months. With-
out the kind invitation and encouragement of Professor Akio
Takafuji, it was not possible for me to have an excellent oppor-
tunity to learn the culture of the world heritage city and to work
in Kyoto University, one of the well-known academic institutes
of Japan. “Not so much change” , I told myself when I approa-
ched the city by a MK taxi (it is easy for me to remember as it
sounds like MK Suki, a popular Thai-style sukiyaki restaurant in
Thailand, but I think it is closer to a famous Japanese food Shabu
Shabu). It was cold for me when I arrived because my hometown
was the beginning of summer, but this was relieved by a warm
welcome by Dr. Susumu Yazawa, the Dean, and Dr. Takashi
Endo, the Vice Dean of Graduate School of Agriculture. I lived
in Kyoto University Seifu Kaikan Guest House for a month. It
was relatively cheap compared with other business hotels and not
far from the university. However, I do not recommend for a long-
stay because there are no facilities such as kitchen and refrigera-
tor. I moved to Shugakuin International House and stayed there
until the end of my period. It was so great, safe and very conve-
nient with high speed internet in the room, and most importantly
unbelievable cheap. There were many stores and restaurants
nearby. Two good-looking Japanese ladies working as staff there
were very kind. However, it was a bit strength that there was no
TV even in the common room.

Before I came, most of my friends in my office in Chiang Mai
University often asked me what I would do in Kyoto University
particularly in agricultural fields, because we are all working in
subjects related to public health problems on tropical diseases. I
told them that although we are not involved directly on agricul-
ture practices, most agriculture activities and products have sig-
nificant impacts on epidemiology, ecology and socio-economic
of several diseases such as parasitic and arthropod-borne disea-
ses. I think graduate students on agriculture should have broad
knowledge not only on their majors but also on some related
fields. I was responsible for a class teaching graduate students on
insect ecology of infectious diseases as a select topic. Although it
is an international course, a few students had difficulties in listen-
ing and speaking English. To cope with these problems, I tried to

speak slowly and write down more details on my slide presenta-
tions. Like Thai students, most of them appeared to have no ques-
tions after lectures. Since there was no evaluation, it is difficult to
know how much knowledge they have gained.

I had a small research project in Kyoto Municipal Zoo. Al-
though it is much smaller than Chiang Mai Zoo, some animals
and exhibitions are interesting. Twice a month, I went to collect
mosquitoes by using traps to investigate transmission of avian
malaria parasites in the zoo. I very appreciate the encouragement
of Dr. H. Sakamoto and the staff of the zoo. Also, I had an oppor-
tunity to give a lecture on avian malaria held at Tennouji Zoo to a
group of the vets working in the zoos in Kansai. The subject was
new to them and they seemed not aware of the disease which has
been one of the cause of death of penguins occasionally occurred
in Japan. I am happy that they satisfied with my lecture.

I had a chance to visit a Sumitomo research center on chemicals
near Osaka by the introduction of Prof. Takafuji. It was my first
experience to visit such the big private company that I knew only
by name and its products for a long time. I very appreciated the
hospitality of staff. They gave me an introduction to the center
and took me around the labs including insect rearing rooms. Al-
though I am familiar with bioassay tests of insects, I was so exci-
ted and have learned some useful techniques. This visit was very
impressive.

It is not difficult for me to live in Kyoto, although I know Japa-
nese language very little. The city is beautiful and classic with in-
teresting of cultures and festivals. Unfortunately, I will miss the
autumn atmosphere in which most Momiji trees become red. I
like most of Japanese foods although none of them are spicy and
they are expensive compared with Thai foods in my country. It is
safe and convenient to cycle in Kyoto city. I very appreciate the
discipline of car and bus drivers in Japan. I have traveled to many
countries in Europe and Asia, but I can say that Japanese people
are the best of traffic discipline. In addition, the public transporta-
tion in Japan is extremely excellent.

Iwaki san kindly gave me several things including clothing,
cooking materials and a bike that I often used for my transporta-
tion around the city. During the weekends, in addition, she often
took me by her mini car to several attractive places, restaurants
and music shows. I couldn't believe that she gave me two front-
seat tickets for the Gion festival too. Most people said it was very
difficult to get the tickets. I really appreciate her kindness. I was
told that it is the custom of Kyoto people because I helped her
husband a lot whenever he visited Thailand. It may be true in part
but I think what I have received is more than enough. “We are
the same family” she said. A part of Professor Iwaki's ash has
been deposited in a temple of my hometown. And I and my wife
go to pray for our deep admiration every Thai new-year festival.
No way that we will forget our family here.

Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Prof. Susu-
mu Yazawa, Dean of Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto Uni-
versity for inviting me to be a guest professor. I cannot forget to
thank Prof. Akio Takafuji, Laboratory of Ecological Information,
Graduate School of Agriculture, for his kind support and encour-
agement of my visit. Many thanks also to Mrs. Katsuko Morita
for her arrangement and administration, and to all staff and stu-
dents for their kind co-operations.
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Experiencing the life in Kyoto -
my most precious memory

Ke-Sheng Cheng

Guest Professor

National Taiwan University, Taiwan, R.O.C.

On September 1, 2006 I arrived at the Kansai International Air-
port and began my 6-month visit at the Kyoto University as a
guest professor, thanks to the generous invitation of Professor
Mitsuno and Dr. Torii. I was not a stranger to Kyoto since this is
my second visit to the Kyoto University (my first visit was in
2003). It was like coming home again and I was emotionally
moved the moment the taxi exited highway and entered Kyoto
City. As the taxi moved from south toward the campus of Kyoto
University the sense of coming home became stronger and stron-
ger. The streets, the Kamogawa, the temples, and the campus
buildings were so familiar. My memory from the first visit all be-
came alive and I knew I am back again.

As a guest professor, I wanted to exchange research ideas and
findings with my Japanese colleagues and also interact with
graduate students. Upon discussing with Professor Mitsuno, I de-
cided to offer an informal course in Stochastic Hydrology. A ser-
ies of 12-week lectures was given and I had students from differ-
ent disciplines. At first it was difficult for me to prepare suitable
course material for students with different backgrounds. Fortu-
nately, the students are quite smart and have high anxiety in
learning stochastic hydrology. I managed to establish a website
for storage and distribution of my course material priori to class
time and most students did download and study the material in
advance. Stochastic hydrology is a subject involving high level
of statistics and random processes. I am deeply impressed by
some of my Japanese students. They attended all lectures even
though it was not a formal course, and showed great patience in
my sometimes fast progressing and boring lectures. In addition to
teaching Stochastic Hydrology, I also had many fruitful and in-
spirational discussions with my Japanese colleagues. In particu-
lar, Dr. Torii introduced me to a wide range of satellite remote
sensing images owned by JAXA (Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency) and a request for research proposal by the same insti-
tute. Based on those information I was able to submit a research

proposal for landcover pattern analysis in different regions in Tai-
wan and Japan using JAXAAfs ALOS satellite images.

During the 6-month visit my activities and work schedule were
completely free of bureaucratic obligations and I had opportuni-
ties to attend conferences and visit colleagues in many places in-
cluding Sendai University, Hyogo Prefectural University, Hirosh-
ima University, and Awaji Island. During such visits I also got to
see the natural sceneries and abundant cultural heritages of Japan.
It was amazing and introspectional to me that how and what Japa-
nese have done to preserve their rich cultural heritages.

I lived in an apartment conveniently located near the campus. It
takes less than 5 minutes by walk to my office and both the Tetsu-
gaku no Michi (Path of Philosophy) and Ginkakuji are within 10
minutes walking distance. In early morning I could take a walk
through Tetsugaku no Michi to enjoy the fresh air and silent
peace along the river bank. I also spent a lot of time reading and
writing in a coffee shop by Kamogawa. From the window I could
see flowers waving in the wind, docks drifting in the river, and
birds low-flying in the sky. They all became parts of my precious
memory of Kyoto.

In order for myself to have a better appreciation of the rich Jap-
anese heritages, I also read a few books about Japanese history
and culture, and had quite a few discussions with Dr. Torii about
Japanese history and geography. Knowing the historical back-
ground of many events helped me to feel the happiness and sad-
ness of many figures in history. It also made my visits to many
temples (such as Kodaiji, Byodoin, Ginkakuji, Kinkakuji, Myosh-
inji, etc.) more insightful.

I also enjoyed visiting local shops during the weekend. Kyoto is
a city full of traditions and there are many shops of over a century
history. From bakery, kimono, nishijinori, to home-used tools,
they all are made with deliberate carefulness. The kind of careful-
ness in every detail from the beginning to the finishing touch is
absolutely awesome. I was often amazed by the kind of persever-
ance and clinging to high quality work and traditions with great
patience of Japanese craftsmen.

It was not until very late that I realized my six-month stay was
too short. I tried to live like ordinary Kyoto residents ? biking on
streets, shopping at Daikokuya and Nishikikoji food market, eat-
ing karaage ramen (fried chicken noodles), tasting tukemono, and
going to izakaya taverns for dinner occasionally. In a certain
sense, Kyoto is my home away from home and I feel deeply at-
tached to this beautiful and immense charming city. As the day of
my departure draws near, instead of saying good bye, I like to
say: See you in near future, Kyoto.
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