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“Life in Japan: An Overview”

Sandeep Goel

Entre for Conservation of Endangered Species
(LaCONEYS) (India)

It was in November 2004 when I got the news
from the Japanese Consulate that I had been
selected for monbukagakusho scholarship for my
PhD studies in Japan. At the same time, I was also
selected for Commonwealth scholarship for PhD
studies in Canada. However, I decided to go to
Japan. Ever since, not a single day has passed that
makes me proud of the decision that changed my
life forever. Like million others in the world, my
mind also linked development with the western
countries. This opportunity made me change this
notion for good because no other country can
display development better than Japan. Japan
stands out as a beautiful example to the world. I
reached Japan in April 2005 to start my PhD
studies at the prestigious Kyoto University at Prof.
Hiroshi Imai's lab. Prof. Imai is known for his
immense contribution to the field of reproductive
biology. He was the fist person whom I interacted
with after reaching Kyoto and I didn't realise in the
first meeting that I was starting a bond that would
last forever. After my return from Japan in 2008, I
started a collaborative research project with Prof.
Imai through which we are still able to interact and
share our research ideas. By the time I was leaving
Japan, I was much in love with Japan and now
consider it my second home country. Japan is a
difficult country to live where people hardly speak
English and the cultural differences also make the
life arduous. During my stay in Japan, I could not
learn much Japanese due to time limitation for my
doctoral studies nevertheless; my life in the univer-
sity was never restricted because of this shortcom-
ing. The International division of Kyoto made my
stay in Japan more exciting and fulfilling. Interna-
tional division of Agriculture (IDA) was always
willing to offer their help in all facets especially
making life more comfortable. To start with, just
after arriving in Kyoto University, the IDA invited
all the new foreign students for a party to make
them acquainted with the other students and
faculty members. This was extremely useful as I

remember I made couple of friend during this event
itself. Later during the stay, IDA always organized
many small events such as ‘mochi’ making, soccer
games, barbecue parties and many local trips in
and around Kyoto during the year. These were the
opportunities, which helped me interact not only
with foreign students but also Japanese students
from other labs in agriculture faculty. These were
refreshing events that helped me take my mind off
research for a while. I can never forget the varied
experiences like tasting food of different countries
cooked by the foreign students in International
division. One really fascinating thing about Kyoto
University was recycle of goods by the IDA. They
would collect the used yet useful items from old
students and give it to new ones. This would suffice
for the need of most students who are in university
temporarily.

Research in my lab was exciting and I learned
that to do quality research, one not only needs a
good understanding of the subject, but an outlook
that makes one think different from others. It was
really amazing as to how Prof. Imai used to encour-
age new 1deas and concepts for the forever emerg-
ing areas of research. He also encouraged me to
present my work in English rather than Japanese.
By doing so, he used to say that he is benefiting
other students in his lab would have opportunity to
listen and speak English. There was something
more than the research that fascinated me about
Kyoto University and that was its culture. A
culture that drives you to be a leader in whatever
you do. It's a feeling of independence, which was
inculcated, that helps one to think, design and
execute the experiments to answer a scientific
hypothesis. I published several papers in peer
review journals during my stay of merely 3-years.
When I look back at this time of my life, I feel privi-
leged that I have been part of an Institute that I

can be proud of my entire life.
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Effects of a Tree on Hillslope Hydrological Processes
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Study of Seed Production and Stock Enhancement Technologies of the
Black Rockfish Sebastes schlegelii Based on Physiological and Ecological
Characteristics

FOHR (RER)
Influences of Low Temperature and Boron Deficiency at the Booting Stage
on Anther Development in Rice
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sons in Genus Oryza
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Development and Application of Simulation Models for Cattle and Crop
Integrated Farming Systems in the Subtropical Regions
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Neural Networks
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Analysis of Natural Materials and Structures by Non-contact Strain
Measurement Methods
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“My karma with Kyoto University”

Sang Ha Noh
Guest Professor

(Seoul National University, Korea)

Karma between two persons in Buddhism is said to be made
even if their sleeves touch when walking on the street. My
relation with Kyoto University began about 23 years ago from
now. I selected to visit the laboratory of process engineering of
Kyoto University for my eight-month post-doctoral research
work sponsored by the Korean government because I didn't
have any knowledge about Japan even though it is a neighbor-
ing country and I earned my PhD degree in USA.

I don't know why but Professor Yamashita and Associate
Professor Ikeda at that time welcomed my visit to their labora-
tory as a fresh young agricultural engineer educated in USA
and working at Seoul National University. On one of the hottest
days in July 1986, I put my first step in Japan. Such humid and
hot days are still left in my memory. While staying at Kyoto
University, I started to study optical properties of rice grain to
understand the principles of color grain sorting, which is one of
the most advanced agricultural processing machines even now.
Optical property was a new research area to me because my
PhD dissertation was on heat storage for drying farm products.
With help from Professor Yamashita and Professor Ikeda, I
could measure the visible reflectance spectra of rice grain with
a spectrophotometer, which was hard to purchase in Korea
because it was very expensive, and came to understand the
principles of the grain sorting. The spectrum measurement at
that time was a big event for me and it changed my major
research area.

During my first visit to Japan, I felt many things. Among
other things, Japanese professors were working too hard,
bringing two lunch boxes every day, even sometimes on
Sundays (I was wondering if Japanese professors had family or
not). It was also a big surprise to me to watch Professor
Yamashita, an old professor at almost retirement age, who was
taking data measurements with rice samples by himself. I asked
him, "Why don't you ask students to measure the data?" His
answer was 'This is my major research area’ What an
honorable attitude and spirit of an old Japanese professor! The
second impression was that Japan is a very clean country and
Japanese people are very diligent and honest. Wherever I go, it
was hard to find a piece of waste paper on the street, even in
rural area. Every corner of streets was kept very clean and well
maintained. It was hard to find even a weedy area around the
house. I thought that Japanese people were so diligent that they
woke up in the early morning and cleaned their houses and
streets every day. The third thing was that there are a number
of historical sites in Kyoto city, such as Imperial Palace,
Imperial villas, Nijo castle, temples, shrines, etc. Most impres-
sive to me were gardens in those historical places. I didn't have
any knowledge on how to make gardens but every garden
composed with water, trees and rocks gave me calm, clean and

beautiful feelings. Especially pine trees that are not so tall but
have many branches along the stem were impressive to me.
One thing strange to me was that there are many temples, but
it was hard to see Buddha statues and monks in the temples.

After my first visit to Kyoto University, international
exchanges have been more frequent among Korean and
Japanese agricultural machinery engineers. For example, Profes-
sor Ikeda's visit to Korea, invitation of Professor Yamashita and
Professor Yamazaki by the Korean Society of Agricultural
Machinery (KSAM), etc. Another important event was Prof.
Tkeda's initiation of an international colloquium on "Intellectual
Agriculture". He sponsored the first meeting at Kyoto Univer-
sity with about 12 persons representing Japan, Korea and
Taiwan around 1992. After that, this meeting was held in Korea
and Taiwan, and finally led to a joint international conference
sponsored by three academic societies: JSAM (Japanese Society
for Agricultural Machinery, KSAM (Korean Society of Agricul-
tural Machinery) and CIAM (Chinese Institute of Agricultural
Machinery). Today, the conference is held every two years in
each country and very recently, a joint international journal
became published with concerns and cooperations of three
society members. Because of these international activities
during the last 23 years, I have many Japanese and Taiwanese
friends and colleagues, and have several chances to attend
meetings, to collect scientific materials for my researches, and
to enjoy sightseeing in Japan and Taiwan. And, Japanese warm
SAKE became one of my favorite liquors.

After 23 years from my first visit to Kyoto University,
another big fortune was given to me, as a guest professor of
Kyoto University. Three months is not a long period, but this
opportunity brought me another meaning. This time, my lovely
wife could accompany me and I could enjoy some more free
time than 23 years ago, revisiting many historical places with
my wife on weekends. For the three months, I enjoyed seminars,
lunch meetings, discussions with visiting scholars from other
countries, revisiting the historical places and so on, but the most
meaningful thing was the chance to give special lectures on the
principles, instrumentation, data analysis and applications of
near infrared (NIR) technology, which I started to study here in
Kyoto University 23 years ago. As the saying that “teaching is
learning”, I also learned a lot in preparing for the lecture materi-
als. While revisiting the historical places, I saw that many
national treasures were being kept in very good condition and
gardens were maintained very well as they were 23 years ago.
Since then, many of them have been designated as the world
cultural heritage site (17 world heritage sites in Kyoto area). I
also tried to find out a piece of wastepaper on the street, but I
gave up.

I don't know what the real meaning of karma in Buddhism is,
but my sincere appreciation should be given to the persons
concerned with my visit to Kyoto University, Prof. R.
Yamashita, Prof. Y. Ikeda, Prof. N. Kondo, Prof. H. Shimizu,
Assistant Prof. K. Morita and all of the faculty members of
Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University including
Dean Okumura. I hope my karma with Kyoto University will be
continued.

Lastly, but not least, I thank Professor E. S. Runkle, a visiting
scholar from Michigan State University, for his proof reading of
this manuscripts.
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