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My Learning of Freedom of Thinking and Ningen Kankei

Md. Abdul Karim Visiting Professor

Lab. of Tropical Agriculture, Division of Environmental Science and Technology
April 1, 2016 — March 31, 2017
(Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University, Bangladesh)

My first talk to a Japanese was in 1983 when Kazuo Ando san,
the then-JOCV volunteer and current Associate Professor of
Kyoto University, came to Bangladesh Agricultural University
where I was doing my Master’s in Agronomy. It was a bit funny
as he started to talk first with us in Bangla with local Noakhali
accent! Many times, we asked him so many things about Japan in
English, but his answer was in Noakhali Bangla. That was the
start to get an image of Japan and Japanese. Later on, a senior
friend of mine Dr. Mofazzal Hossain, who is now a Professor of
Horticulture of my university, went to Kyoto University for his
PhD. I had a regular communication with him. He inspired me to
study at Kyoto University. Prof. Hossain introduced me to
Professor Dr Sh0]1 Shlgenaga who kindly accepted me as his
PhD student. When Shigenaga
sensei sent Dr. Eiji Nawata, the
then-Lecturer and current Dean
of the Faculty and the Graduate
School of Agriculture of Kyoto
University, to Bangladesh for his
research works vis-a-vis to see
me in 1989, my appetite to see
Japan in my eyes increased much
after several days’ close discussion
with him. I met Dr. Nawata in Dhaka at the Project Office of Ando
san. He joined by that time as a Project Manager of a Japanese
Government funded project in Bangladesh. I noticed that Ando
san had a very spacious office, expensive car and several office
staff. I thought as Japan is a very rich country, Japanese scientists
maintain luxury office for their works. When I came to Kyoto
University with MONBUSHO scholarship in 1990, I met again
Ando san in his laboratory. He was sitting, alas, in front of a small
desk at the South East Asian Center. I asked him why he had
only a small desk and one chair, and whether he had any office
vehicle and personal staff! He was laughing at me. Then I realized
how Japan found the right track to regain its position as one of
the most reverend countries in the world; as for them, work is
important and not the comfort!

My respect also increased manifold for Japanese when I met
first time Dr. Naoki Utsunomiya, the then-Associate Professor of
my Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture, in front of a glasshouse
wearing a white apron and preparing himself pot soils for his
experiment. Before going to Kyoto, I was working as a Scientific
Officer at the Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI). Usually we had several field technicians, worker and
supporting staff in every Division of BARI who helped in doing
our experiments. We, the Scientists, never prepared our soils by
mixing sand and compost by ourselves. Before meeting
Utsunomiya sensei, I couldn’t even imagine that an Associate
Professor of Kyoto University could prepare soil by himself
without any supporting staff! That opened my eyes to walk
through the path of becoming independent in my works. I
prepared almost 1400 pots by myself to grow my plants in Kyoto
University in one season.

A few days after my arrival at
Kyoto University, I had meetings
with Shigenaga sensei regarding
my research proposal. In the first
meeting, Shigenaga sensei
discussed various directions of
research that were being carried
out in his Laboratory. He suggested
me to think of my research topic by myself. The next week, we
had a meeting again. I was having a really hard time to find a
suitable topic. Shigenaga sensei told me at that time that finding
an appropriate topic was something like scratching an itch; one
can’t stop scratching an itch until he is satisfied! I selected the
stress physiology as my research area. Though I got physical and
mental support in carrying my study from the teachers and
students of the laboratory, I became independent in thinking and
expression of my research ideas. Even after my PhD from Kyoto

With my PhD supervisor
Prof. Shoji Shigenaga

Me and my student
conducting experiment

University, [ was invited as a Guest Scientist at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology, Zurich (ETHZ) and Post-Doctoral
Research Fellow at the Japan International Research Center for
Agricultural Sciences, Ishigaki (JIRCAS), where I used my
freedom of thinking and expression in developing research
program on Environmental Stress Physiology that I learned from
Kyoto University.

Nonetheless, another important practice, ‘ningen kankei’
(human relationship) that I also learned, is as important and
valuable practice as freedom of thinking and expression in
Japanese society. My realization on the importance of ningen
kankei helped in making close friendship with many Japanese
Scientists. I also got benefit out of that really. As mentioned,
Prof. Eiji Nawata was a Lecturer when I was a PhD student. I
have been maintaining a close friendship not only with him but
also with his family since my student life. He invited me several
times to visit and work at Kyoto University in different positions.
Last year he invited me as a Visiting Professor. I tried to give my
students in Kyoto University the message of maintaining
‘freedom of thinking and expression’ as well as ‘ningen kankei’ in
my class on Ecosystem Agriculture. I have another friend, Dr.
Tetsushi Hidaka whom I met at the JIRCAS, Ishigaki. I have
become a family friend of Dr. Hidaka. Later on, when he moved
to Kagoshima University, he invited me as a Visiting Professor
there. Another family friend, Dr. Hirokazu Higuchi, who was a
Master’s student during my PhD student life and now an
Associate Professor, recently visited Bangladesh. He made my
life and work smooth and easy in Japan. In Switzerland, Professor
Peter Stamp also became our family friend and invited me second
time to work as a Guest Scientist at the ETHZ. My honest
confession is that the two mottos as ‘freedom of thinking and
expression’ and ‘ningen kankei’ that 1 learned from Kyoto are
driving my life so far smoothly.

My message to foreign students is, thus, that you can shape
your life by practicing the two lessons, ‘freedom of thinking and
expression’ and ‘ningen kankei’ that you are experiencing in
Kyoto University.

OBAVHRE $55I5EE  Special Llecturesby/Visiting Researchers 4.

@Prof. Laurent Torregrosa
(Montpellier SupAgro, France)

“How to Promote Cooperation
in Research and Education in
Agriculture between Graduate
School of Agriculture at Kyoto
University and Montpellier
SupAgro?”

2017/6/19, 13:00- at Lecture Room W520

@ Associate Prof. Ferruccio Giametta
(University of Molise, Italy)
“Olive Harvesting in the Med-
iterranean Basin”

2017/9/1, 13:00- at Lecture Room
W102

@ Associate Prof. Dimitar Antonov
(Bulgarian Academy of Science, Bulgarla)

“Evaluation of Arsenic Transport
in Variably-Saturated Profiles of
Ogosta River Floodplain by
Using HYDRUS-1D Models”

2017/9/25, 16:00- at Lecture
Room W102




®BAVRE Visiting/Researchers @
October 2017 - March 2018

Dyah Iswantini (2017/10/1 - 2018/3/31)

AV RERYT - KT VEERFHIE  Professor,
Bogor Agricultural University, Indonesia

AV FAYTONBREEREEFIA e
INA F X Y oOf# ] “Construction of Nanobiosensors
Using Indonesian Thermophilic Enzymes and
Indonesian Zeolites”

AR REC I EEIEdZ 2 A Hosted by

Prof. Kenji Kano, Division of Applied Life Sciences

#% %77 I.Fang Sun (2017/12/1 - 2018/2/28)

- B - BEENLREERSHIZ  Professor, National
Dong Hwa University, Taiwan
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“Comparative Regeneration Ecology of Tree Species in

Tropical and Temperate Warm Evergreen Forests”

- BMELFER JLE M A Hosted by Prof.
Kaoru Kitajima, Division of Forest and Biomaterials
Science

@EED

\ @)
HELL
in Japan on the night of April 3, 2016. I was

picked up by my sensei, Dr. Tohru Tominaga, at the airport and
from there we travelled to Kyoto by bullet train. Then, arriving at
Kyoto Station, I set my eyes on the famous and dazzling Kyoto
Tower. That night, the spring cold breeze and the night sight of
cherry blossoms were all magnificent that all my tiredness from
the long trip was immediately replaced by immense excitement for
the new adventures that await me.
The following day, I entered Kyoto University where I was warmly
welcomed by all members of Weed
Science laboratory. They even set
up a welcome party for me, with
‘sake’ and delicious ‘takoyaki’.
After that, I attended a couple of
other welcome parties for
international students and for
MEXT scholars. So, to summarize
my first week in Kyoto, it was a
fun-filled week of welcome parties
and new friendships.
Meeting many friends is the highlight of my stay in Kyoto. [ met
many friends at Satsuki Dormitory where I first stayed. New
friends from different countries, all very smart and kind. We had
parties, movie marathon, cooking sessions, volunteer work in
Japanese elementary school, sports events, mountain hiking,
gathering with the local families, and many other fun activities.
These new friends help me cope up easily with my new life in a
new country. More so, the sharing of diverse cultures, the
exchanges of ideas from different study fields, and the genuine
concern and encouragements to one another all made my stay in
Kyoto interesting, enjoyable and worthwhile.
I also found new friends from
the Kyoto Association of Pinoy
Scholars’ (KAPS). Together we
celebrate birthdays, Philippines’
Independence Day, Valentine’s
Day, Christmas, New Year,
welcome and farewell parties, and
~ many other events. We are helping

~each other with some troubles,
encouraging one another when

I vividly remember the first time I set foot

Welcome party at Weed
Science Laboratory

Cooking Romanian and Slovenian
food at Satsuki Dormitory

My Life in Kyoio.............................

Nina Gracel Dimaano Docoral Student, Filipino
Lab. of Weed Science Laboratory, Division
of Agronomy ‘and Horticultural Science

Prlyanka Ghosh (2017/12/15 - 2018/6/14)
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Associate Professor, Indian Institute of Technology
Kanpur, India

=% Iﬁlﬂﬁ‘:iii X % BR¥ERAER OB Z B X

g VST ] “Evaluation of Dynamic Safety and

Stability of Agricultural Facilities Using Data
Assimilation Method”

- MIERERL R I A R WEIE A Hosted by
Prof. Akira Murakami, Division of Environmental
Science and Technology

i %731 Soon-Yeol Soh (2018/3/1 - 2018/8/31)

- HEE - 2 KFREIZE Professor, The Chon-Buk
National University, South Korea

- THERHENEEIC BT 2 AR OFEMEBRICET S
FREFE—H 7 ¥ 7 B FEBOR O IR ZE 12 15 T
— | “Empirical Research on the Rural Development
of “Fuji Farm Village” in the Colonial Chosun: A
Comparative History of Agricultural Development
Policy in East Asia”

- EWPE RS ELL BN FEHIR % A Hosted by
Prof. Yoshihiro Adachi, Division of Natural Resource
Economics

academic life gets tough,
lending a hand in moving out/in
to new apartments, having a regular Thursday dinner and get-
together, singing out loud in karaoke, having picnics at the Kamogawa
river, preparing Filipino food for international events, and a lot more.
These people made me feel at home and became my family away
from home.

Another highlight of my stay in
Kyoto is to experience the four
seasons, since I came from a
country where it’s just summer all
year round. Spring and autumn are
definitely my favorites. But as
they say, weather condition in
Kyoto is very extreme, very hot in
summer and very cold in winter;
and I got to experience it firsthand.

Definitely, my life in Kyoto is never dull as there are numerous
activities to do and beautiful places to visit in this city. Topping my
list are Fushimi Inari Shrine, Kinkakuji Temple, Kiyomizu-dera
Temple, Sanju-sangendo Temple and Kyoto Station. During
weekends, I usually stroll at the Imperial Palace or Kamogawa
River to relax and enjoy the view. Kyoto is also the best place for
food adventures as you can find here countless restaurants offering
the best ramen, sushi, soba, udon, yakisoba, takoyakl and many
other Japanese foods. There are also many impressive and
astonishing festivals to witness including Aoi Matsuri and Gion
Matsuri. Kyoto is superb in terms of cleanliness and safety. As for
thelocal people, theyare very kind, considerate and accommodating.

Presently, I am a doctoral (D1) student and mostly spend my
time in the laboratory doing experiments. I am working on the
molecular  basis of herbicide resistance. Academic life is
challenging. But my friends and family here in Kyoto make
everything easier and a lot more fun! What’s more, all my sensei
and laboratory-mates never fail to motivate and support me to
work harder and persevere in achieving my goals.

Within just a year, [ already have countless memories to treasure
about Kyoto. But this is just the begmnlng of my exciting journey
in the land of the rising sun. Being given the chance to study here
and experience the Japanese culture is once in a life time .
opportunity, so I am very thankful and I'm definitely making the
most of it!

'Hanami' with the members of Kyoto
Association of Pinoy Scholars (KAPS)
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Guidance and Welcome Party for New
International Students and Tutors

Co-op 2™ floor
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One-Day Study Trip
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Kyoto University Experimental
Farm, Fukujuen CHA Yu-gaku ParkJ
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Recycle Event

International Exchange Section

F-CNA7zx----
International Café Meeting

5123 HEe .
Lecture Room S128

2017, 5F [ HATTE T £ 7 Event Schedule((Second [Semester $2017))

Bf{d/Date 175 /Event 127f/Place
Oct. 5, 2017 Fa1—49— - FAEH1I Y RRED—FT 71— REE - LEEREE2MEZ B
Guidance for New International —JU
Students and Tutors & Welcome Party  Meeting Room & Co-op 2™ floor
Nov. 21 BRIRDOEZER PR RERBIELRE
One-Day Study Trip Kwasan Observatory, Graduate
School of Science, Kyoto University
XE FoZhhozx RE
International Café Meeting To be announced
XE UBA0IARY K BERE
Recycle Event International Exchange Section
Jan. 2018 HBEDOEKR= 2SEBRZEE M
Mochitsuki Event Empty lot next to the Graduate
School of Agriculture Bldg. 2
Feb. &% BERRE
Setsubun International Exchange Section
rE BEH=E BRRE

Japanese Calligraphy

International Exchange Section
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