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Ferruccio Giametta  Visiting Associate Professor

Bio-Sensing Engineering Lab., Division of Environmental Science and Technology

August 1, 2016 - July 31, 2017
(University of Molise, Italy)

I am an associate professor at the Graduate School of
Agriculture of the University of Molise which is located in the
center part of Italy (about 200 km from Rome) and its capital city
is Campobasso.

I have always had the passion for travelling inside and outside
my country for research and for my interest toward different
cultures. Till now I have visited about 40 countries, among them
the United States where I studied for several years. There I had
many precious experiences knowing people from all over the
world, also from Asian countries including Japan, with whom I
had a good friendship. I enjoyed this unexpected happy encounter
with a so different and fascinating culture and I learned to deal
with various perspectives which is very important for a
researcher.

So, when I got the first opportunity to research at the
prestigious Kyoto University for six months in 2011-2012 at the
laboratory of Prof. Naoshi Kondo (funded by the Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science - JSPS), I was pleased. The experience
in Kyoto was important for both my scientific and personal
growth.

In 2016 I have been invited as a Visiting Professor at Kyoto
University for one year, so | was very glad to come back joining
the energetic laboratory of Bio-Sensing Engineering directed by
Prof. Kondo who I thank a lot. Here the best students and
researchers from all over the world are studying and growing up
daily.

During the second semester of 2016 I had the opportunity to
give students a course (“Agricultural Machinery in southern EU
countries”), to attend conferences and to make researches in
several fields; among them experiments on the serum Vitamin A
measurement by machine vision of high marbling scored beef
and fluorescence spectroscopy for extra virgin olive oil
discrimination.

As the topic of my final lecture I chose to talk about the olive
harvesting in the Mediterranean basin since I am pleased to
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know that olive oil, which is one of the essential ingredients of
European cuisine, is rapidly gaining an important role in the
Japanese market and the people get to know its characteristics
and health benefits.

Moreover, the existing agreement between the Graduate
Schools of Agriculture of Kyoto and Molise University for the
exchange of students and researchers has been renewed. I'm
glad to be able to share and endure the relationship between the
two universities for further scientific achievement.

Finally, during the first semester of 2017, a Ph.D. student of
my Italian university joined for a few months the laboratory of
Prof. Iida who kindly supported him a lot.

Although I have been very much interested in Japan for many
years, | learned many new things during my stay. Kyoto is a
wonderful city in which past, present and future coexist in
harmony. There’s no end of knowing her: delicious Kaiseki
cuisine, Matsuri, thousands of fascinating temples and shrines,
breathtaking four seasons and much more. With the eyes of a
citizen, not tourist or visitor, I watched Japan more closely and
profoundly. Getting to know the people I saw how they live in
delicate harmony with nature mixing up tradition and
modernization. Now I love Kyoto even more than before.

History and culture give a Country the profoundness,
originality and wisdom. Japan and Italy have these heritage:
history is long and culture is rich. With this common base I
strongly believe we
could make together
interesting discoveries,
not only in the daily life
but also in the academic
research.

Final lecture at Kyoto University

September 2018 - February 2019

Anastasiya Shtaltovna
E Y MY A = VRFEEE AR
% —Wi3EH  Research Collaborator,
Center for International Studies,
University of Montreal
2018/9/13 - 12/13

[7 V7 L HERIZ BT % IR
FERE (GD 0BRSS 501
7% PERRELGLO 38 AL 5 A ny - #%
My E 2 s ] “Geographical
Indications out of context: The social
and technical challenges of European
models of heritage food certification
in Asia and Eastern Europe”
AW EIRRR S H I Hart Feuerififif
% A Hosted by Lecturer Hart
Nadav Feuer, Division of Natural
Resource Economics

Md. Kamruzzaman

7N KT Hd%
Professor, Forestry and Wood Tech.
Discipline, Khulna University,
Bangladesh
2018/12/1 - 2019/2/28

[NV T TFTVva, Yary¥—nNy
A -y 7u—THRERONGHREE &
peFERE ] “Stand structure and
carbon dynamics of Sundarbans
mangrove ecosystems, Bangladesh”
MBI AR K REE ZA
Hosted by Prof. Akira Osawa,
Division of Forest and Biomaterials
Science

Sunshine Van Bael

KE - 7 2—L— R YERIZ
Associate Professor, Tulane
University, USA
2019/2/1 - 4/30

[ BRI BE 4R 12 BT B B KEREIE
B EBENWBEREOMMR] “Leaf
traits and fungal endophytes in a
tropical forest plant community”
BB S LB EER ZA
Hosted by Prof. Kaoru Kitajima,
Division of Forest and Biomaterials
Science
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It was September 5, 2015 that I began the maiden intercontinental
~ journey out of Kenya. Like everyone else in such occasions, my mind
was overwhelmed by mixed thoughts and reactions. The anxiety of
leaving behind my family to an “unknown” place far away and for a long
period was growing faster than expected. However, this moment was
special for two things — the destination and the reason!
Land of the Rising Sun
Generally, Africans cannot discern individuals of Asian descent, not
Chinese from Japanese nor other Asians — to “us” they are all Chinese!
Please forgive them. Anyway, one thing sets apart Nippon in people’s
minds: innovative technology! So when an opportunity availed itself,
choosing Japan among options was the easiest. And here I am! The
whole journey from Kenya took about 18 hours but in my mind we
landed at Narita Airport after a century. Instantly, the beauty of this
amazing country struck and left my eyes goggling in astonishment. The
spotlessly clean port, humility, diseipline with which order is maintained
everywhere - in escalators and even religious loyalty to particular
restaurants! Amazing country and people! Tokyo welcomed me well.
Two weeks later, I relocated to Kyoto city: the old capital, epicenter
of Japanese culture and home to temples. These, I bumped into while
snooping around the internet. I enjoyed the
nostalgia; Amanohashidate, Imperial Palace,
Kinkakuji, Gion Matsuri, Daimonji festival
among others. The Kenyan community here is
big and we met regularly for nothing but
sharing burdens and happiness. Every day was
a unique experience of the Nihon no bunka!
Now, I'm more self-disciplined, humble and
easily bow, all unparalleled Japanese persona.
In 2016 when I visited Kenya, I often bowed
subconsciously to everyone ‘- they thought [
was crazy, haha! I am going back home a
reformed man!
Kyoto University: Graduate School of Agriculture
Life at Kyodai was the peak, as it opened my eyes to a whole new
world of realities. My two years at this prestigious university, harbor
for academic freedom, autonomy, self-reliance and self-respect, was all
explorative learning. Taught classes are up-to-date with excellent
research approaches. I realized why Kyoto University is revered by
the Japanese. Prof. Fujihara, my sensei and research advisor Dr. Unami
- were the best any student could ask for, always there to support with
any problems, be it personal or academic. I met and chatted with the
university president Prof. Yamagiwa. Awesome moment it was.
I was privileged to have in same lab, my Kenyan brother Kibet and
the smile-faced Cambodian deskie, Sovanna who would both die of my

The Amanohashidate
tradition

< Japan’ Love at FirsiVis"-!............................

Ndede Elizaphan Otieno Ex-Master Course Student, Kenyan
Laboratory of Water Resources Engineering

Division of Environmental Science and Technology
April 2016 - March 2018

silly jokes. These kept our minds off the
thought of missing home! In our lab,
happiest moments were occasioned by
numerous fun-filled parties. Here,
Japanese couldn’t fathom how I drank
only water or juice not sake — I'm weak
BUT look stronger, so they said.

Besides, the programs and events
orchestrated by the wonderful staffs of
IES office made GSA a warm home to us,
gaijin. The informal Japanese language class by Mari-sense: was much
fun and offered the free platform to mingle with other foreigners. This
class impart in me the only few Japanese words I remember. I cannot
forget the awesome “One Day Trips” for out-of-classroom experiences.
The trip to the Kyoto University new Experimental Farm in Kizugawa
is memorable — “Farm-Oriented Enhancing Aquatic Systems (FOEAS)”,
a new irrigation technique that exists only in Japan gripped my
attention. My career perspective as an Irrigation Engineer began to
take a new twist. I'm in its pursuit!

Kanazawa city: New home, a step farther!

Life in Kanazawa has not been any different. I learnt that it is
nicknamed the Little Kyoto because it also embodies some serious
Japanese traditions. I was privileged to visit Noto Peninsula, Tateyama
Snow walls, Omicho Fish Market, among other interesting sites. The
most mind-blowing part of being here is the infamous special Kanazawa
grape popularly known as Ruby Roman grape. Just a handful of the
grapes auctions at over ¥1,000,000. Damn it! How do you buy so little
for so much? Well, this is Japan and stakes are high, so lanes please!

Sorry, I was not in Kanazawa as a tourist though. I work with this
amazing company, Meiwa Co., Ltd (https://www.meiwa-ind.co.jp/en/) as
a Research Consultant on matters drought-resilient agriculture. In the
process, I have learnt so much in the BIOCHAR production technology
and accomplished what I believe will promote Kenya’s agenda for
Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA). The Japanese working environment
is simply lovable, the daily routine morning meetings and exercises help
one to stay focused the whole day.

After this, I can say that Japanese civilization
is all the world needs to remain productive and
peaceful and I'm glad to have experienced it! 3
Yes, [ said it! On that note, Ndede-san left. My E
loooong stay in Nihon ends this September.

<5

Kibet, Sovanna and | at
Lake Biwa Museum

- (just singing). No, I'm neither happy nor sad ‘
leaving Japan! Sayonara Nippon, I will be back! Meiwa Co., Ltd's offices
Ahsante sana! in Kanazawa city

@ BAVWHFRKRE 45558 ;E Special Lectures by, Visiting Researchers: 4

@Prof. Sisir Kumar Mitra
(Government of West
Bengal, India)
“Sustainable Horticulture
and Nutritional Security”

2018/5/18, 10:30- at Seminar
Room 1, Agriculture &
Biostudies Bldg.

@ Associate Prof. Priyanka
Ghosh
(Indian Institute of
Technology Kanpur, India)

“Plastic Equilibrium in Soil”

2018/6/7, 13:00- at Lecture
Room W514

@Prof. Soon-yeol Soh
(Chonbuk National
University, South Korea)

“The Transformation of
Modern Agricultural
Technology in Korea:
Acceptance and Transfer”

2018/7/11, 14:45- at Lecture
Room W106

Prof. Soh (center)
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Guidance and Welcome Party for New

International Students and Tutors

Meeting Room & Co-op 2" floor

One-Day Study Trip

FRA LR BFNEERER -
Institute for Integrated Radiation and
Nuclear Science, Kyoto University
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2018 June 26, 27
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Recycle Event

2018 July 17
b 10 %

International Café
Meeting

International
Exchange Section

International Exchan

ge Section
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by: Md. Abdul Kader, Saha Khokan Kumar, Md. Lamiur Raihan - - - -

/V//7‘5%:/:LL:'DL\7'3—"55‘:) ..........................
Let's Discover Bangladesh

2018 FE & HI{TEFE” Event schedule((Second Semester$2018))

Bfi/Date 17%/Event 15PR/Place
2018 Oct. 9 Fa1—9— MAEATI VAN —FT1— AREE - IBEHRE2BEZEHR—IU
Guidance for New International Students  Meeting Room & Co-op 2™ floor
and Tutors & Welcome Party
Oct. 30 BROHEZ= JAAARS A ALY 59— BEKI\ES. finE
One-Day Study Trip JA Kitakawachi Rice Center, lwashimizu
Hachimangu, Nagarebashi Bridge
Nov. U121~ BERAE
Recycle Event International Exchange Section
Nov. ZFhEHE BRAE
Japanese Tea Ceremony International Exchange Section
Dec. Fo>ZDOhhHhozx KIE
International Café Meeting To be announced
2019 Jan. BBEDOETKAR 2SEBERZEE
Mochitsuki: Rice Cake Making Empty lot next to the Graduate School of Agriculture Bldg. 2
Jan. Z:EH=E BERE
Japanese Calligraphy International Exchange Section
Feb. &% BERE
Setsubun International Exchange Section

REHAERXIEB/ BN ET
REKRE

=FMIR - REEERTRE
855 (075)753-6320, 6298
e-mail fsao@kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp
http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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