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Moira Moeliono
Visiting Professor

Lab of Forest Resources and Society, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science
September 16 to December 16, 2019

When in early 2019, Dr Daisuke Naito asked whether I was
available for an exchange visit to Kyoto University I did not
think twice. Another adventure, a different country. Although I
had been to Japan before when joining the IASC conference in
Kitafuji in 2012 and visited Kyoto in 2018 and 2019, these visits
were short visits of one week. A longer exchange visit prom-
ised immersion in a different culture.

To me, Japan always seemed remote and exotic, a place from
which my great-grandfather had brought a samurai sword and a
dainty ivory carving of a geisha, a place as yet unknown.

I arrived mid August 2019, at
the end of summer, very hot but a
few weeks later it had become
cooler. The weeks after that was
one of the most beautiful time I
ever experienced. For someone
from a tropical country with only
dry or wet seasons, with green
dominating, autumn coloring the
hills around Kyoto in bright reds
and yellow was a pleasure to be-
hold. Behind my lodgings were
several small temples with beau-
tiful gardens to observe this sea-
sonal change.

But adjustment was less easy
than I thought. One main chal-
lenge was language and the fact
that all signs were in kanji. I had
lived in the USA during graduate
study and spend some months in
the Netherlands, but the language
was familiar and the street signs
legible. I also visited Vietnam and
Thailand where the languages are
tonal, foreign and the street signs
were not legible. But, that were
short visits accompanied by people who guided and translated.
In Japan, I also had guides and translators helping me sort nec-
essary stuff when needed, but I was more on my own, an alien
not understanding anything, blindly stumbling around in a for-
eign culture.

On the other hand, public transport was so easy for foreign-
ers (even though it must be upsetting for Kyoto residents that
so many tourists filled up their busses and trains). Bus stops
especially were very useful because not only were the signs
legible it included maps and an overview of the route. And most
useful many had free internet. While it was easy to take the bus
and train, it was not always easy to find the correct address. I
could not read the street signs and on arrival had no internet ac-
cess. People would pass by without a second glance, such a re-
lief in comparison to crowded cities in Indonesia, but daunting if
you are lost. Yet, when asked, people are more than helpful.
The phone would come out and google translated and showed
its maps to show the address. Sometimes they were extremely

Japan culture .
tranquility

(Senior Associate, Center for International Forestry Research, Indonesia)

My Kyoto Adventure

kind and walked me all the way to the address even when it was
out of their way.

3 months is actually too short, especially when interrupted
with travel. One month to properly settle in and find places to
go and how to get there. Meet people and get to know them.
One month for serious work and then the final month is already
preparing to leave. It remained an adventure of discovery, of
experiences.

I discovered that soy sauce comes in numerous kinds and
forms. So are noodles and instant noodles, and mushrooms.
And many kinds of miso. I learned there is much more to Japa-
nese food than sashimi and ramen.

I observed the way waste disposal was organized. The differ-
ent plastic bags for different waste to be dropped on different
days to the street corner, placed under netting ready for pick up.
Where does it go? There is so much plastic waste but unlike in
Indonesia, roads and waterways were clear and clean, no visible
debris laying around.

I discovered that the stories about hard working people in Ja-
pan appeared to be true. Everybody was always busy in their
offices, no hanging around in corridors. No communal coffee
machine in the halls. But everybody had their own tea ceremo-
nies in their office.

I regret that interaction with colleagues remained limited to the
seminars and meetings. If I were a more outgoing person, per-
haps I would have talked to more people but as it was, the weekly
seminars became exciting events and my own seminar series a
welcome task. Teaching is always learning and interaction with
the students was one of the highlights.

A highlight was joining the
field trip with students to
Kawakami. I learned about Japan
landscape, about traditional for-
est management and traditional
beliefs governing the visible and
invisible landscape. I learned
about the outmigration and the
rural landscapes emptying. I
learned about people going back
to these landscapes and working
to revive life.

Kawakami field trip learning
I thank Kyoto University, es- about Japanese forestry
pecially Professor Kanzaki and

Dr Daisuke Naito for this learning experience.

IR :
Field trip lecture in Kawakami
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October 2017 - present

I'm writing this amidst the COVID-19

global pandemic that continues to spread and

impact almost every level of society in this world. By now, many of

. us have become used to a “new” sense of normal as we have
learned to detach from our previous routines and concepts of time-
space. Despite the many uncertainties we all have faced in 2020,
I'm extremely grateful to be studying and doing my research in
Japan as a masters and now doctoral student. One of the main rea-

sons why I chose Kyoto University and specifically the Lab of Phi-

losophy of Agricultural Science (Division of Natural Resource Eco-
nomics) was to be in an environment that fostered critical thinking
concerning sustainable agriculture and local food systems. Having
grown up in the United States and worked in regions where people
do not have access to healthy food or close connections to farmers,
I was eager to learn from Japan’s food systems that centered and
uplifted the value of small-scale farmers.

Over the past 3 years, I have learned so much from
rural Japan and local cultures within the Kansai region.
Before coming to Japan, my exposure to Japanese cul-
ture was primarily through my two parents and the Jap-
anese American community in Los Angeles. Compared
to other international students I thought I had a leg up

Kyoio’Anoiher Place '-o CCI" Home............................

Chika Kondo Lab of Philosophy of Agricultural Science
Division of Natural Resource Economics

This uncertainty we are living through now is, unfortunately, not
going to return back to “normal”. I recently realized that since I
was born (circa 1991), our global society has contributed at least
50% of the fossil fuel emissions we see today. For someone who is
85 years old, they have witnessed more than 90% of today’s fossil
fuel emissions occur in their lifetime. The problems we face today
are far more complex than previous generations but I see my time
at Kyoto University as a great chance to continue working along-
side many incredible thoughtful leaders who are dedicated to shift-
ing our thinking about deep, transformative social and ecological
change. It is a critical time for scholars like myself to serve as
connectors in sharing information and building bridges.

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/all-the-worlds-carbon-emis-
sions-in-one-chart/

on cultural understanding but, I was blown away with
how little I understood about the many unique differ-
ences that exist within a region, a city, a ward, or a
hamlet. I'am extremely grateful to many people in my
research lab and my professor, Akitsu Sensei, who
have not only been generous in sharing their knowl-
edge but have gone out of their way for me to experi-
ence deeper insights pertaining to my field of study.

I am very lucky that my research allows for me to
meet so many farmers (new and older), artisans, local
government officials, mothers, young adults, entrepre-
neurs in various rural areas. While I have yet to visit all
47 prefectures, I'm extremely lucky to have been invit-
“ed into so many homes of at least 15 or so prefectures.
The stories, laughs, and cultural exchanges made are
memories I will cherish for a lifetime. Some of my fa-
vorite include becoming friends with the madams at the
public bathhouse where they spout many words of com-
ical wisdom. Learning from rural communities of Japan,
especially ones that are working diligently to preserve
local knowledge and traditions is critical for our future
and putting into practice solutions for sustainability.

| did a 1 year home-stay with my
senpais on their farm in Keihoku for
during my masters and experienced
a full growing season of rice. Farm-
ers only get 20-50 times to grow rice
in their lifetime which makes it a very
profound experience to be able to
grow rice from seed to rice cooker.

,l N

At the start of the year, this hamlet
in Keihoku located in Northern
Kyoto start a fire with rice husks
and bamboo in order to ward off
any evil spirits that might try to en-
ter ones home. We are also cooking
mochi to celebrate the new year.

This is in Hamada, Shimane
Prefecture where these ladies
work for one of only 5 families
left that produce Sekishu Washi
(Japanese hand paper with
Kudzu they grow in partnership
with the farmers cooperative).

&

Hanging out near Kamo river
where international students
gather to share tips on living in
Japan for new comers!
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@ BAVGHFE \Visiting Researchers €.

Pierre Gasselin: October 1* — December 31*, 2020

TOT 4=V 7TV AEEEREISE R (75 A)  Profile: Researcher
Engineer, French National Institute of Agricultural Research, France
LW TR RSB B R EETNVOIAFEF —T T VA
DRFEETNVEDILESHT—] Joint research title: “The
Coexistence and Confrontation of Agricultural Models in
Kyoto:Comparative Analysis with Models in France”

Z A Y EIRREF S EE NS #I% Host: Prof. Hid-

eyuki Tsujimura, Division of Natural Resource Economics

Philip Howard: November1®, 2020 — January 31°°2021
TATA =N I VI REFHERIZ (7 A1) Profile: Associ-
ate Professor, Michigan State University, USA

LRI e TR B R B E AR OfKE ESE | Joint re-
search title: “Ethical consumption and the beverage indus-
try in Japan”

ZAI AW B IR EY FEOESEE  Host: Prof.

Motoki AKkitsu, Division of Natural Resource Economics

Enny Sudarmonowati: November 1*, 2020 — April 19, 2021
TUT4—=N: A YRRV TR % Profile: Professor, Indo-
nesian Institute of Sciences

FLEWFFERAE: A VA 7 REAG IR AT OB AR & B 3 5 10F
721 Joint research title: “Population Genetic Study of
Endangered Species in Indonesia”

A FAEEE Y M %% Host: Prof. Yuji Isagi,
Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

October 2020 - March 2021

Daniel Monterescu: December 1%, 2020 — August 31%, 2021
Ta74— )V =y SREEEHIZ (N ) =) Profile:
Associate Professor, Central European University, Hungary
LRI FEE T T4 Ve ES - a—ay X7 VT OB O Ty —
JV] Joint research title: “Wine and Borders: Transnational
Terroir Across Territory in Europe and Asia”

Z A AR IFREFE A H I Hart Nadav Feuer $5 & i i
Host: Dr. Hart Nadav Feuer, Division of Natural Resource
Economics

Fatiha Fort: March 20" — June 30", 2021
TaT4 =) BRI 27O (T R)
sor, Montpellier SupAgro, France
L FE [ A B 70 LNV TO I ZERICE DY
INF VRO T O e HIA L EIC X533 | Joint research
title: “The governance of Geographical Indications at the
meso and macro levels: A comparison of Japan and France”
Z A ARG R FEIL Hart Nadav Feuer $552# il Host:
Dr. Hart Nadav Feuer, Division of Natural Resource Economics

Profile: Profes-

2020 EERIHATTEE " Events (First Semester,52020)
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BEDTEOREICDVTIEIRETIN. 1BTERKESTAETR CHENTERDZEERIAERAY v I—RBREULH U
TWET, BEDTEICDVTIF ARZBICBEDITDF V. BEIAER—LNR—I, BRUFacebookX—I(CTHE

58ULEI,

We decided to cancel all the events scheduled in the first semester of 2020 to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus. Instead of holding guidance for new international students and tutors, we uploaded handouts online
in order for the students to be able to access information without gathering at the venue and for those who could
not come to Japan in April could have access to information in their home countries as well.

We have yet to make a decision about most of the events in the second semester, but we are looking forward
to seeing you all soon. Information about events in the second semester will be available in flyers, on our website,

and our Facebook page.

2020 '$F [E & HA{ T35 € /4Event scheduleY(econd Semester $2020)

REHAERXIEB/ BN

AT
ERHIR - BRRERSORE

&s5 (075)753-6320, 6298

B¢ / Date 172 / Event =18 / Venue
==]] Fa1—4— FAEATIYRREDN T 41— EWHERES Y S Y TREFE
Canceled Guidance for New International Handouts to be uploaded online
Students and Tutors & \Welcome Party
KE BIRDRZE= KIE
One-Day Study Trip To be announced
rE FoZOhhozx KE
International Café Meeting To be announced
Japanese Tea Ceremony International Exchange Section
KE DRy £o Ve RN N BERE
Recycle Event International Exchange Section
RE E5DFKRE 2SEBERZEE
Mochitsuki (Rice Cake Making) Empty lot next to the Graduate
School of Agriculture Bldg. 2
KE B BERE
Setsubun International Exchange Section
KE ESCEES KE

Japanese Calligraphy

To be announced

e-mail: agri-ies@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp
http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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