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New discovery on Slow Life in Kyoto

Apichaya Lilavanichakul

Visiting Scholar

Lab. of Farm Managerial Information and Accounting,
Division of Natural Resource Economics

July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020

In 2018, I got an invitation from Dr. Iba Haruhiko to visit Kyoto
and explore Japanese agricultural system for 1 week. During that
time, I learnt different agricultural marketing systems, especially
Japanese agricultural cooperatives, farmer markets and wholesale
markets. From these experiences, I turned myself to explore
more on these fields and when the chance occurred in the mid of
2019, I did not hesitate to go back to Kyoto again. I got
opportunities to live in Japan for 1 year to work on my research
and learn more on Japanese agricultural farming system. I arrived
in Kyoto in early July 2019, which was -
midsummer season in Japan. Surprisingly,
it was incredibly hot and humid, even
though I came from a tropical country.
Thus, one of Japanese word that I learnt
was ‘mushiatsui”. Fortunately, it was
Hydrangea blooming period, which made
my feeling cool down after seeing this
lovely flower.

My first few weeks were quite challenges to settle down.
One of challenges was language, which pushed me a lot of
efforts to learn Japanese language and speak with the natives.
When I went to the stores or restaurants, many local staff were
friendly and helpful, even though some local staff spoke only
Japanese language. Another challenge was separating garbage
bin, which it came as no surprise to me that the road, river, and
all pubic areas were very clean and tidy.

The route map for train and bus in Japan were one of the most
complex that I had ever experienced. However, the transportation
system and signs were well organized and easy to understand.
Thanks to the technology, especially Google map, it became very
important tool when I travelled in Kyoto. The staff at the station
were very helpful and welcomed my questions with my little poor
Japanese language. One impression to me was that the schedule
was always punctual. Although I could not read Japanese sign at
the platform, but I looked at the time instead.

My great memory for Kyoto is simple, sophisticated,
charming, and socially responsible culture. Living in Kyoto, I
usually walked, used the bus, and rode a bicycle, which was
totally different from my hectic lifestyle in Bangkok. I
discovered new way of life with the nature and social respect. I
often see teenagers or adults who gave up their seat on the bus
to elderly or handicapped person. Another situation was that I
saw elderly person volunteering to be a crossing guard and
helping kids cross the road. On the way that I walked to the
university, I saw Japanese people were cleaning up the
pedestrian path covered by fallen leaves, which was very
impressive to me.

Kyoto is full of gorgeous nature and spiritual historical places. I

Hydrangea blossom

(Assistant Professor, Department of Agro-Industrial Technology, Faculty of
Agro-Industry, Kasetsart University, Thailand)
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had new experiences on walking trail at
Takaragaike park and hiking trail at Mount
Daimonji-yama, Mount Kurama, and Mount
Hiei. When I arrived at the top of the
mountain, it made me feel free, refreshing,
and enchanted with the power of nature, fresh
air and beautiful scenes. Moreover, I had a
great opportunity for two best seasons in
Kyoto, which are autumn with coloring leaves
and ginkgo hiloba, and spring with
cherry blossom. I stayed in Kyoto
during the covid-19 pandemic
which brought me a luck during
this serious situation. With the
lockdown restriction, I could gently
enjoy the gorgeous cherry blossom
at the Philosopher’s path and
Kamo-gawa.

I explored on field trips with Dr. Iba and his students. We went
to Kitanaka farm, which produces cucumber. This farm business
mainly considers community-based initiatives and provides part-
time jobs to local handicapped people. This is a good role for agri-
business model to support local economy and community.
Another trip was rice farmland in Noza area, Yabu city that
introduces the agricultural
reforms to cope with aging
farmers and the spread of
abandoned farmland. I was
really impressed with elderly
local farmers in this area that
had full spirits on farming, as
well as were willing to change
their farming business and
collaborate with corporations.

I express my grateful thanks to Dr.
Iba Haruhiko and Kyoto University for
giving me this opportunity to learn
new experiences and discover slow life
in Kyoto, which bacame a meaningful
trip for me. In addition, I thank faculty
members and students of Division of
Natural Resource Economics for warm
welcome and spending time to share
knowledge and Japanese culture with

The top of Mount
Hiei with Lake Biwa

-l
Cherry blossom at the
Philosopher’s path

Rice farmland in Noza area,
Yabu city

Kitanaka farm, Shiga

me. I would like to thank the staff of Graduate School of
Agriculture for doing good jobs at organizing the documents and
supporting works, especially during the covid-19 situation.
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Daniel Monterescu: April 1* — October 31%, 2021
TaT74—=)  ptE—ay SRR (VA1) —) Profile:
Associate Professor, Central European University, Hungary
SRR - [ 74 VL ESE—a -y ET VT OO T
17—V ] Joint research title: “Wine and Borders: Transnational
Terroir Across Territory in Europe and Asia”

TR AW B RS %I Hart Nadav Feuer 4552 i il
Host: Junior Associate Prof. Hart Nadav Feuer, Division of
Natural Resource Economics

Wang Lei ( £ ): June 1* — August 31%, 2021
TaT 4= FEM KPR EREEIZ (P E) Profile:
Professor, Soochow University, China
LRI ZEERE - [ R MO S BIH R BRIGIR I 5 %H
R LE#E A 92 | Joint research title: “A Comparative Study on
Rural Landscape and Environmental Conservation”
ZAN: MR ERE R Y AL AR #3%  Host: Prof.
Satoshi Hoshino, Division of Environmental Science and
Technology

Lin Chung-Ping (# {1°F-) : July 1 - September 30", 2021
Ta74 =) B AREMERFEIE (BE) Profile:
Professor, National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan
JEFFEREE [ Ak B HUE ORI O 5 Wi b 5FE 55k
G2 BB B A4 M B2 S8 ] Joint research title:
“The biogeographic study on the speciation of forest insects
through population fragmentation”

SR MISERBE R A K ek dEHIR Host:
Associate Prof. Naoya Osawa, Division of Environmental
Science and Technology

Thomas John Kenneth Strang: September 1* - November
30", 2021
Ta7 4= HFFEN AL RO ZE R LIERIRE (0
F%") Profile: Senior Conservation Scientist, Canadian
Conservation Institute, Department of Canadian Heritage,
Federal Government, Canada
LR R ¢ [ B A R R BN S X B S A o A 45
1t i+ 3 12 B 3 % W 42 ] Joint research title: “Study on
conservation of wooden historical properties using
humidified warm air treatment”
TN B R I A ZIZ Host: Prof.

Yoshihisa Fujii, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

April - September 2021

Karen Ann Kainer: September 1%, 2021 - June 30", 2022
TUT 4= s TN FREFEIE (7 AUH) Profile: Professor,
University of Florida, USA
JLFEWFFEREE - TGS IRAT IS 2 I AR E I B
F 5 | Joint research title: “Challenges to satoyama-type
forest management in tropical and temperate regions”
TR HMBEER LB #I%  Host: Prof. Kaoru
Kitajima, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

Fatiha Fort: September 4" — December 117, 2021
TUTA4—=): BEYNRY I - AT UHEE (752 R) Profile:
Professor, Montpellier SupAgro, France
JEFEIBFZERRAE : [ AV BLU 7Ol TOHEL E R
DBITINF LV ZIZOWTOMTE AL IS H0E | Joint
research title: “The governance of Geographical Indications
at the meso and macro levels: A comparison of Japan and
France”

TR AW E RS %I Hart Nadav Feuer 4552 i# il
Host: Junior Associate Prof. Hart Nadav Feuer, Division of
Natural Resource Economics

Chen Suming ( Fii #£4% ): September 16", 2021- September
15", 2022
Ta74—=)v: FEN.HBERFEIZ (B ) Profile: Professor,
National Taiwan University, Taiwan
JLFFFEERRE - [ EKEW ORI W E T — 5 R— I T
532 ] Joint research title: “Database of Fluorescence
Substances in Agricultural, Livestock, and Aquacultural
Products”
Z A HIRERBERLE B TS #3%  Host: Prof. Naoshi
Kondo, Division of Environmental Science and Technology

& 1BAVIHFRE F5pIE8/E  Special Lectures by Visiting/Researchers, 4.

@ Dr. Pierre Gasselin
(The French National Institute for Agriculture, France)

“What do our research friends say about the coexistence
and confrontation of agricultural and food models?”

December 24™, 2020

Dr. Gasselin

@Prof. Enny Sudarmonowati
(Indonesian Institute of Sciences, Indonesia)

“Have we done enough to halt biodiversity loss?”

December 117, 2020

Prof. Sudarmonowati
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Rehenuma Tabassum: Studies on the chalky grain mutant floury
endosperm11-2 (flol11-2) of rice (Oryza sativa L.) (A 3 (Oryza sativa L.)
DERBZE AR floury endosperm1I-2 (flo11-2) (2B HAFSE )

Lin Taiyu: A Study on Yield, Growth and Physiological Response of
Soybean to High Night Temperature ( &R 5554 XD,
HEE BIOEY A BSOS B 3 5158 )

Jiraporn Sirison: Studies on functional properties of soy lipophilic
protein and its potential for food applications (K& BAIMES >3
2B ORERERE L B R T RETEZ B 3 A1 5%)

Ho Hsin Hsuan: Fruit powders as a natural emulsifying agent:
The importance of powder-added phase ( S92 H KOS K FLLH : 7
A2 )

MELFTIY
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Pham Duy Long: Ecological studies on dispersal flight and host
selection of the ambrosia beetle Platypus quercivorus (Murayama) (7
TIFHFIA LY ORI E BRI 3 HERFNF5E)

Akari Phyu Phyu Thet: The Study of Shifting Cultivation in the Bago
Mountains, Myanmar : Traditional Knowledge, Influences on Soil
Properties and Vegetation, and Local People’s Perceptions ( I ¥ ¥
= AT BT BB ARFSE s AL, TR B X
A A Z 9 R B L M IR O 73%)

I LSRR I

Brian King Himm Mo: Biochemical analysis and genetic engineering
of oleaginous fungi for the production of eicosapentaenoic acid and
free fatty acid derivatives ( A 9% T ERE b EENRIT R B 1k
HFED T2 DOIFR SRR DA AL RN Ll 5 T T4 )

ISFEYRIFEI

Neng Tanty Sofyana: Studies on novel food functions of microbial
metabolites and constituents ( H24E M DA #E W & B 45D 3 B £
BERETE BT 3 20F5E )

Hsu Hung Wei: The host-pathogen interaction and its pest
management implication: dicistroviruses and invasive ants as a model
(T - WWEAA B OFFHT : VT ANIIANAEI KT ERET IV
EL7-EIE RIS § AF5E)

¥ WZIE : Studies on biological activities of low dose of phenethylamine
from hot water extract of Chlorella pyrenoidosa (2L KAy
DT AFNT IV OB R CTOEYH 3 20 %8)

Lee Chih Chi: Population genomics of the yellow crazy ant and its
intracellular microorganisms ( 7 ¥4 F 7VEZ OHMIL I Dk
175777 W8T )

HISIRIBEIF HI

Nguyen Xuan Dong: Analyses of cis-elements for the fundamental
transcription in basidiomycetes ( {1 WO AR IZEIZ D ST A
ILAVNDOIFHT )

Afzal Rahman: Noninvasive Preincubation Sex Determination and
Monitoring of Sex-Specific Early Embryonic Growth Rate in Chicken
Eggs Using Longitudinal Visible Transmission Spectroscopy ( £#ill /7
[T #3562 7oA ¥ R — Y a Ui O IR SR R
EVERF RN IR R R D=8 7))

Mohammad Abdul Kader: Effectiveness of various types of mulching
on soil moisture and temperature regimes under rainfed soybean
cultivation (ZWVF ¥ 795 A ZARKIEFENTBITF 5 1B K5 - IREEBR
BUZRATTRH)

Huang Zichen: A Passive Spread Spectrum Sound-Based Local
Positioning System for Robots in a Greenhouse ( 7V —> /"7 AN T
RIMDIZOOZEYF AT WAL B 2T L)

Li Yang: Scene Recognition and Collision Avoidance System for Robotic
Combine Harvesters Based on Deep Learning ({#)& 7 #2300
RYPILINA VN—=RAF DF2DD Y — Bk B IO ZE S 27 2 )

Baobab Kibet Kimengich: Application of SWAT and Development of
a Water Quality Predictive Model for Water Resources Management
in Rural Basins (RATIIBICIHT 2K EIRE B D7D SWAT Dl
HEREFHETVOBZE)

Wu Hongli: Characterization of Pleurotus ostreatus mutants defective
in lignin degradation using reverse genetic and comparative
transcriptomic analyses (W fZF BLOIKNT ¥ 2 21) 7' h— L
M N2 T 5 ) 7 = G AN A28 SRR DRV RTA )

Khin Nilar Swe: Agrarian Transitions in Swidden Cultivation in
Myanmar : Case Studies in Bago Mountains and Southern Shan
Highlands (3>~ —|IB1F 2B BHFOZE NI — e v V5
JERE I B AF)

I BEMA : Temperature and Dietary Effects on UV Damage to Spider
Mites and Phytoseiid Mites (IRJE&ERINT =Lh TV T = DA}
eI N A E e )

@ HIFZRER I Y TIRBDSHSHE  IES Staff Member Retirement: Announcement; 4

T 3FE3IFARZH LT, BAVWHEEBIRY v T DEE
MRSANBREBINE T, JOFHEOREEDBN T, TMBE
EXACPE 2T ECDKUREHBLLEIFET. 4B 128K
WESRREFSADER / BRI VEBEINE T,

At the end of March 2021, Ms. Kirie Watanabe, a staff
member in charge of supporting visiting researchers, will
be retiring. We express our sincerest gratitude to her for
supporting the exchange program amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Ms. Sakiko Imaeda will be back from maternity
/ childcare leave on April 12",

HULEESHR=ESHEDNHF S H New Faculty/ Announcement:/International [ Exchange!Section

T 2 F 3 BICRB S NIRRT EDRE
ELTHUALFERRNBESNE LT,

2020 % 10 B 1 BICHEEEMHBED & UEER
DRBHEBRE UCEERLF Ulc. FFIEREE
EET. AFOEBYPEDOER P T RUDERREREREZ
RET D ZRAHEMDEEGHICEB UTHRZEDTEF L
oo SHIFINSORBHIEERET DRERFADA N XL
ZROSNCUL. RANEERUEVWEERZTHEVFET, —7.
FXIREDEIHEE UT, HRABEDOBZEPEBEBHEED
REBTCORREFNRNLEDBDICRDLDIBDIVNEZRT
BUVFET. £BULTHEEDESEVBL EFERT,

Dr. Ayako Katayama has been appointed as an Associ-
ate Professor. She will be succeeding Dr. Miki Akamatsu,
who retired March 2020.

| have been appointed as an Associate Professor of
Comparative Agricultural Science and the International
Exchange Section (IES) as of October 1, 2020. My field of
study is in pomology and horticulture, with a focus on the
biosynthesis of secondary metabolites that significantly
influence fruit quality, such as the accumulation of tannins
in persimmons and the coloring of grapes. | will be con-
tinuing this research to determine the mechanisms of
metabolic regulation underlying fruit ripening and devel-
op those results for application in the field. On the other
hand, as a new member of the IES, | hope to support in-
ternational students and visiting researchers from various
countries so that their research will be fruitful here in
Kyoto. | appreciate your guidance and support.
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I grew up in a fairly small village on the Nile banks in Upper
Egypt and I had a dream. The dream of an eight-years child’s
prospective who was watching Japanese animations and was
dreaming of traveling from the land of the Pharaohs to the land of
the Samurai.

After more than twenty years, I have obtained a scholarship
from the Egypt Japan Education Partnership (EJEP) to conduct
my Ph.D research in Japan.

I arrived in Japan in late March 2019. The sense of arrival at
Narita airport was immensely. The first breath, the premises and
the animation ads significantly influenced my level of anticipation
and ultimately the enjoyment. My childhood dream was triggered
through my veins realizing that it is REAL. Serendipitous, down
in the city the sakura trees’ blooming (HANA ME) was late that
year, and I was able to see them in their full beauty and glamor.
The green hills in Kyoto astonished me with its perfectly
textured, autumn coloring it in bright reds and yellow was a
pleasure to be-hold. :

Travelling to Japan was actually my first time overseas and also
the furthest I'd been from home. The period before my travelling,
my mind was rife with worries, ranging from how I would
navigate living in Kyoto, to how I would make friends and fit in a
new society to what it would be like being away from my
homeland for a whole three or four years and how this would
affect my friendships. Surprisingly, the Japanese culture and the
system have helped to settle quickly. In light of my lack of
knowledge of the Japanese language, acclimatization was initially

My Professors at the Annual Reunion 2019.
From the left, Nakagawa sensei, Miyagawa
- sensei, me and Miyashita sensei

The daily lunch for lab members.

Kyoi'o- Could‘n'fAskforMore......................

Alhussin Mohamed Abdelhakeem Doctoral course student from Egypt

Lab. of Bioregulation Chemistry,
Division of Applied Life Sciences
March 2019- Present

tricky. Still, people of Kyoto are very kind and helpful, whenever
possible.

Wihtin the campus of Kyoto University, I have seen how
diverse the international students are. The university provided all
the students’ needs to feel the utmost stability. As example the
well-functioning and efficient work of the International Exchange
Section at the Faculty and Graduate School of Agriculture to
support the international student through any possible way.

My laboratory staff was expecting my culture and religious
difference and they were ready to cope up with these difference
in term of what kind of food, drinks, prayers.

I started my studies straight away with great vigor and
determination. I am trying to find out the biological acitivity of
scorpion and spider toxins. My outmost outcome is to utilize the
active compounds with theses toxins as insecticides,
antibacterials, or perhaps as a treatment for humans.

It was very comfortable and stable environment for living and
studying. Thus, I decided that my wife and daughter would come
to complete the family lifestyle. Still, after a short period, the
news began to escalate dramatically about the viral infection of
Covid 19 and the possibility of its spread and is a global pandemic,
so I decided that my wife and daughter would return to Egypt to
be next to the family there under these difficult circumstances.

Now the lifestyle may have changed for all the world due to
this pandemic, and it has dramatically affected my plans. But I
was and still thankful for the opportunity to study and live in
Japan, the place I have always been dreamed of.

Barbecue with lab members.

My family enjoying Kyoto Zoo.
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Japanese Calligraphy
BRRAE
International Exchange Section
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One-Day Study Trip
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Horyu-ji Temple and Mt. Shigi, Nara
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International Exchange Section

International Exchange Section

2020 ' & i AR LE {7 38 7 Canceled EventsY(Second Semester$2020)!

[T T )T Tevevevreneeneenennes
International Café Meeting

W T0ZZKE e eevenennenennenennnn
Room W 102

B3 speaker : Khadija Kaffar - «veveeeee
Topic PEOVIIOVWTRIZS | 77
AANDANI D ceeeeerennnnnnnnnn

Let’s Discover Morocco! Morocco: a
gateway to Africa

B1¢ / Date 17 / Event
108 Fa1-9— FNEAMIVRRBDN—FT1— HAIYREREF VT RTHRIE
October  Guidance & Welcome Party for New International  Guidance Material distributed on
Students and Tutors demand
18 HBBDIZTKR
January Mochitsuki (Rice Cake Making)
38 FEH=E
March Japanese Tea Ceremony
L . N REBHARXILH) B2 H] ;
202 1 15F BRI HATT 3537 R ZEvent schedule{(First'Semester$2021) AL Chas

BETRA  BEHERhE

&s5 (075)753-6320, 6298
e-mail: agri-ies@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp
http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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B1{d/Date 17%/Event =15 / Venue
XE Fa1—F9— -FAEHTIVR KE
TBD Guidance for New International To be announced
Students and Tutors
#l) (—7 « —(&P1E
\Welcome Party to be canceled
58278 BRHEZ= ERE - PHESRE
May 27t One-Day Study Trip Experimental Farm and Jyoruriji-
Temple
KE [(EFo>ZDOAhDzx BRRE
TBD International Café Meeting International Exchange Section
RXE UDA2IARY BERE
TBD Recycle Event International Exchange Section
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