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Blending Passion in Plant Threatened Species Research and Establishing
“Extended Research Family” in Kyoto - My Second Hometown

Enny Sudarmonowati Senior Researcher, Research Center for Biotechnology, Indonesian Institute of

Sciences (LIPI), Indonesia
Visiting Professor

Laboratory of Forest Biology, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

November 1, 2020 — April 19, 2021

Is Kyoto my second hometown? Yes, as I have been visiting
this education and historical city many times since 1992 when I
first visited the city spending my “me time" weekend from
Osaka during my first exchange scientist program funded by
JSPS. “Love in the first sight” is not just a jargon and not just to
human being, as I have experienced it myself. Yes, I fell in love
with the city and deep in my heart hoping to be able to come
back again conducting research collaboration with the famous
Kyoto University. Another miracle came, several years after my
wish, my dream came true, a collaboration on Genetic Improve-
ment of Tropical Forest Trees was established with Research
Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere known as RISH (former
name was Wood Research Institute, known as WRI) Kyoto Uni-
versity which made me visiting Kyoto many times since then.
Coming back to Kyoto, I have the same feeling as going to my
hometown in Indonesia which is Solo (Surakarta) in Central
Java — a neighbour of Yogyakarta which is a sister city of Kyoto,
a place where I always long for. Kyoto University is a university
that I have been missing to jointly work on tropical forest trees.
I was very blessed to have the opportunity to be a Visiting Pro-
fessor at the Graduate School of Agriculture (GSA) for almost
six months conducting research of endangered tropical (specifi-
cally Indonesia) forest tree species in the laboratory led by Prof.
Yuji Isagi in collaboration with Prof. Yoshihisa Suyama of Tohoku
University, delivering lectures for M.Sc. students and an open
seminar for broader audience, broadening networking with oth-
er laboratories of the school as well as other schools of Kyoto
University involving private sectors. All
% lectures were conducted online, but I ex-
perienced one lecture which I delivered
#= offline in the last monthly seminar for
the Forest Biology Laboratory member
‘B when the Covid-19 status improved in

“ the 1st week of April 2021. The M.Sc.

Working in the Forest gty dents joined my lecture which are
Biology Lab with Prof. Yuji g

Isagi and Dr. Kazuki Kurita 1t0m Japan, Cambodia, Myanmar, Indone-

sia, Bangladesh, Taiwan, China, Kenya,

South Africa were very smart, full of enthusiastic and active

which energized me and made me optimistic with younger gen-

eration.

Due to the worsened Covid-19 pan-
demic condition, my longer stay in Japan
this time could not explore Japan outside
of Kyoto as the movement has been re-
§ stricted. However, when the status of
{ emergency was lifted, I had the chance
" to visit several places related to biodi-
versity and forest i.e. Kyoto Botanical
Gardens, Bamboo Collection in Rakusai
Bamboo Park and Ashiu Education For-
est of Kyoto University as well as a col-
lection of native Kyoto ceremonial plants by Shimadzu at its
Headquarters Office in Kyoto which I have never visited before.
I had a privilege accompanied by Prof. Mamoru Kanzaki of GSA
and Dr. ML.I. Ishihara, The Director of Ashiu Education Forest in
a day field trip to Ashiu Forest which coverage area is 4200
hectares. Many issues discussed during the visit, there are pos-
sibilities to collaborate among parties and lesson learned such
as the establishment of museum in the sites such as in the
Bamboo Park and Aishu Forest to strengthen the environment
education function. I also made an effort to visit Indonesia Em-
bassy Office to meet the Ambassador and two Attaches i.e. Ag-
riculture and of Education and Culture. There are many poten-
tial collaborations to be developed to be facilitated by the
Ambassador such as on functional food utilizing local resources

Delivering an offline
lecture when the state of
emergency in Kyoto has

been lifted

to involve Indonesia and Japanese industries.

My schedule was very tight to meet qguymme
the targets I have set, conducted popula-
tion genetic study of four threatened
species of tropical species jointly con-
ducted between Indonesian Institute of
Sciences (LIPI) — Kyoto University - To- &
hoku University using a relatively new = : . e
NGS-based technology i.e. MIG-Seq de- g@g"ﬂgﬁi’;’%ﬁgﬂ;ﬁ%’l
veloped by Prof. Yoshihisa Suyama and 1. jshihara) accompanied
the team. I am glad to utilize this tech- by Prof. Dr. Mamoru Kanzaki
nology as this one does not require high
quality DNA and it costs lower than other techniques. The oth-
er two species i.e. wild Durio species was analysed using WGS
to obtain population demography and the prediction of biodiver-
sity in the future as compared to the past, dated back million
years ago so that the pattern of population demography is
known. Genes regulating potential traits such as flesh thickness
and odour would also be detected. The economic potential value
of wild durian as the commercial fruit supported by genetic
study would speed up the This would be the first one in the
world concerning wild durian as the only draft genome of Durio
species has been reported is the commercial durian i.e. Durio
zibethinus which is known as “the king of fruit” . All species
chosen are threatened species in Indonesia and several are en-
dangered based on IUCN (International Union Conservation for
Nature) Red List.

By extending networking to other laboratories and other
schools such as Graduate School of Biostudies and RISH of dif-
ferent laboratory, I even felt more at home as I have many more
colleagues and friends in Kyoto. One thing I regretted that I
could not visit more temples or shrines during my weekends
which I wish I could as only visit four temples which I have not
visited before and no museums were visited. This made me
have a new wish that one day I will be back to Kyoto again.

My stay this time was different from the
previous ones as this was the first time I could
witness the charm of Sakura blossoms which I
was really fortunate and pleased although
there was no big festive of “Hanami” due to
Covid-19 pandemic. In the past, I have visited
in winter or autumn and left Kyoto or Japan
just before the Sakura season. In the week-
end, strolling by Kamogawa (River Kamo) full
with blossoming Sakura trees and watching
people sitting under the trees and enjoying
Sakura blossoms was an unforgettable mo-
ment which made me feel grateful. I also learned another cul-
ture from the laboratory’s member that is in fact a universal one
namely “scissors, paper and stone”
(“Jankenpon”) when the laboratory had a
farewell event for me at the back yard of
the main building of GSA of the universi-
ty. I just realized that this game is all
round the world as we in Indonesia also
have the same one. I really enjoyed the = .
working atmosphere in the Forest Biolo- +/2mkenpon game to compete

for the remaining delicious
gy Laboratory of GSA as well as the cake made by one
“family bound” relationship as all mem-  indonesian society member
bers of the laboratory are very friendly inKyoto at my farewell “party”
and helpful.

It is hard to leave Kyoto - which is surrounded with three
mountains which makes it a romantic city and the famous Kyoto
University, but then came the time that I had to leave Kyoto for
Indonesia- -+ Kyoto, I will come back soon!!!

Enjoying the
precious moment
of Sakura blossoms
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I still remember when I was asked by my lecturer why I chose
Japan as my study destination. I didn’t explain from an academic
_ perspective; instead, I simply answered that I admire all about Ja-
pan: the culture, the cuisine, the nature and the uniqueness. I
thought that if I liked every little thing in Japan, it would help me

survive longer if I had a hard time studying there.
In 2020, T got a scholarship to continue my study in Japan. I

chose Kyoto University since this campus has an excellent reputa-

tion and is ranked among the top 10 Asian universities globally.
Kyoto University is also one of the best research universities in
Asia, and many alumni received the Nobel Prize in science. I was
also interested in Kyoto University Programs for Future Interna-
tional Leaders (KU PROFILE), Kyoto University’s educational
initiative under the Japanese government’s “Global 30” Project.
This program facilitates the acceptance of overseas students and
the language used for lecturers and research guidance in English.

Long story short, I arrived in Kyoto after previously applying for
a study postponement due to the pandemic. I felt a little bit sad
because there may be many things that will not be according to my
expectations. For instance, some events were canceled (the en-
trance ceremony, welcoming party) since Japan was taking precau-
tions to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Moreover, the first
two weeks after arriving in Kyoto, I had to do quarantine, so there
wasn’t much I could do at that time.

After finishing the quarantine, I tried to explore everything in
Kyoto. That was my first time coming to Japan, but I felt very fa-
miliar with the buildings, streets, and atmosphere. I supposed I
watch too many anime and Japanese dramas before coming to Ja-
pan. What’s more, I love this city because mountains and rivers
surround it and the conditions are not too crowded and noisy, so
it’s very supportive of a place to study. I don’t know if the pandem-
ic caused conditions in Kyoto to be less crowded or if this is how
the city is every day. I'm wondering if there was no pandemic,
would there be more people and tourists because as far as [ know,
Kyoto is one of the famous tourist destinations in Japan.

After that, I began to go through a period of adaptation to aca-
demic and lab life in Japan that I had never felt before. Because of
this pandemic, I think a little tricky because the way of teaching
‘and learning is totally changed. Furthermore, I haven’t been in-
volved in academic activities or working in a laboratory for two
years. Fortunately, the lecturers here are able to deliver lecture
material well, and they do their best to adapt online learning meth-

ods so that students can receive them well. Then for activities in .

the laboratory, [ was greatly helped by the presence of seniors and
other lab members because they tried their best to teach new
members like me about all things related to research.

At first, I felt confused and a little depressed because I saw how
the other lab members work from early morning until late at night,

Enjoying Study in Kyoto During the Pandemic - - --

Gendro Indri Wahyuningsih Master’s Course Student from Indonesia
Lab. of Soil Science, Division of Environmental
Science and Technology
October 2020 - Present

even working on weekends.
There wasn’t much I could
do because I hadn’t started
my research yet, and I felt a
little embarrassed when I
wanted to leave the lab first.
But then my friend explained
that I would experience this
later after I started the re-
search, so if, for example, i J
there was nothing that could Group photo with sensei and all
be done in the lab, I didn’t the lab members

have to hesitate to go home first. And sure enough, as time goes
by, I start to have a lot of busyness in the lab, and I often go back
home late. Even though it feels heavy, one thing that makes me
relieved is that lab members always ask about my condition and
often offer to help me when I have a difficult situation.

L~ Y 3%

Despite the challenging and exhausting
academic life, I can do many fun things to
relieve stress. I tried many new things
- and got to know more about Japan, from
the culture to the food. There are many
festivals in Japan, and one of the Japanese
customs that I've participated in was
Hanami. Hanami, which means “flower
viewing” in Japanese, is the traditional
custom of enjoying the beauty of cherry
blossoms. It is similar to public picnics,
friends, and families huddling down under
the trees with food and drink. I even did
Hanami more than once because there were many beautiful spots in
Kyoto when the cherry fully blossoms. And the most unforgettable
experience is I went to the Gion district to enjoy the scenery while
wearing kimono with my friends. Although it was not my first time
wearing a kimono, it was completely different because I had to walk
quite far. I was amazed because Japanese people can do it all day
while I've already felt tired and my feet hurt by wearing it for three
hours. Another fascinating activity is I enjoyed a one-day study trip
organized by IES to visit Farmer’s market. I love this place because
I am a green tea lover, and I finally learned about the matcha busi-
ness and how they develop it in Japan. :

To sum up, my experience of studying in Kyeto so far was enjoy-
able. However, there were many things that I wouldn’t be able to
experience if I started my studies under normal conditions. Thank
you, Kyoto University, for the chance and all who helped directly or -
indirectly to make my stay to be productive and pleasant. It will be
a memorable experience that I will cherish in the future as well.

Enjoying Hanami with
Indonesian friends
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@ BAVGHFE \Visiting Researchers ¢

Karen Ann Kainer: November 1%, 2021 — June 30", 2022
70) ¥RFEHIE (7 A1) #1) Professor, University of
Florida, USA

JE[RIBFZE R (8T & IR IS B 2 IR 2 ARSI BT
VoSl

Joint research title: “Challenges to satoyama-type forest
management in tropical and temperate regions”

T AHE: HFHE SR LR 20T

Host: Prof. Kaoru Kitajima, Division of Forest and Biomate-
rials Science

October 2021 - March 2022

Thomas Strang: January 1% — March 31%, 2022

H F & EN AL R ZERT LERFSER (15 %)  Senior Con-
servation Scientist, Canadian Conservation Institute, Depart-
ment of Canadian Heritage, Federal Government, Canada
JLE A ZE R [l R AL B & % S ki o A 5 bt
KB B 095

Joint research title: “Study on conservation of wooden

historical properties using humidified warm air treatment”
T AR R R IR A #i%

Host: Prof. Yoshihisa Fujii, Division of Forest and Biomateri-

als Science
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Guidance for New International Students
and Tutors

TG AEREA ST —RY LT
NG|
Guidance materials made available online
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July 15"
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One-Day Study Trip

EARFAEHIRELE -
TxAHEL DA
Kyoto University Experimental Farm and Farmer’s
Market “Minami Yamashiro-mura”

HORFENFHAH
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We decided to cancel most of the events scheduled in the first semester of 2021 to prevent the spread of
Covid-19. Instead of holding a guidance session for new international students and tutors, we uploaded the
handouts online. We hosted the One-Day Study Trip while taking infection prevention measures after a state of
emergency in Kyoto had been lifted.

2021 FEE FE (& AT 355 € J4Event schedulelin thetsecond 'semester $2021

8 7% E=3 ]
Date Event Venue
Fa1—9— - FAEATI VR HAIVREREA VS —RY NET
Guidance for New International 7358
Students and Tutors Guidance materials made available
)\ —F 1 —(FPLE online
Welcome Party to be canceled
KE BIRDRZE= KiE
8D One-Day Study Trip To be announced
KE Fo>ZDOhhox BRAE
8D International Café Meeting International Exchange Section
KE Dhy e o) Ve RANWA N BERE
8D Recycle Event International Exchange Section
KE E5DEFAE EFMRE2SE
8D Mochitsuki (Rice-cake making) Agriculture Bldg. No.2
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