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Memorable and fruitful stay at Kyoto University
Anastasiya Shtaltovna (Researcher, Montreal Centre for International Studies (CERIUM), University of

Montreal, Canada)
Visiting Associate Professor

Lab of Philosophy of Agricultural Science, Division of Natural Resource Economics
September 13 to December 13, 2018

In 2018 I was privileged to be a visiting associate professor at
the Graduate School of Agriculture at Kyoto University. I am
deeply grateful to Kyoto University for having given me this
unique opportunity. A special thank goes to my former PhD col-
league who invited me to come, Dr. Hart N. Feuer, Junior Asso-
ciate Professor at the Philosophy of Agricultural Science labora-
tory, Division of Natural Resource Economics, Graduate School
of Agriculture.

Despite a big intercultural difference between Japan and Eu-
rope or North America (Germany and Canada where I have lived
and worked), settling down in Japan was very smooth and easy
thanks to the well-functioning and efficient work of the Interna-
tional Exchange Section at the Faculty and Graduate School of
Agriculture. Finalizing formalities such as all kind registration
with the governmental institutions and University administra-
tion was so prompt that on the second day after my arrival to Ja-
pan I had everything to start my work at Kyoto University.

I was in Japan for just three months but every day was fulfill-
ing. My activities consisted of teaching qualitative research
methods, working on a scientific publications, conducting desk
and field research, attending scientific conferences and giving a
number of public lectures. Es-
pecially pleasurable was to in-
teract with a group of interna-
tional students I was teaching.
Their English was very good,
$O0 communication was very
easy. Overall, they were very
smart younger people and ea-
ger to learn. I am sure they
will achieve their goals.

In the classroom with
international students

Another exceptional experience I would like to recall is conduct-
ing fieldwork in Japan. Qualitative research fieldwork allows one to
emerge oneself into the situation being studied, to see research
problems with one’s own eyes, and to talk to a range of people and
ask their opinion about their situations. So, as part of the research
project carried out by my host, “The Potential of Geographical In-
dications as an Instrument for Regional Agricultural Development
in Asia: A Comparison between Japan and Cambodia’ I made two
field trips. These were to Nagano and Ishikawa prefectures. To-
gether with Dr. Feuer, we conducted participant observations in
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Wang Lei ( £ ): June 1* — August 31%, 2020
Tu74—)v: FERINRF R B HIE (FE)  Profile:
Professor, Soochow University, China
LA - [ RAT HIg oD S Bl A L BRI A B 5 AH
R ILEEAIFZE | Joint research title: “A Comparative Study on
Rural Landscape and Environmental Conservation”

S MO B R Y IR #d%  Host: Prof. Satoshi
Hoshino, Division of Environmental Science and Technology

Etti Or: June 1 -September 15", 2020
TU74=) A A7 TV R ED e B R (127 10)
Profile: Senior Scientist, Agricultural Research Organization, Israel
JEFBFZERE « [ BRBERIBR SN IF A F AN A0 E e
AT Bl B EW DO F DOIRIRIA 7§ 2 3L FIFSE
Joint research title: “Coordination of fruit tree bud dormancy
cycle by natural environmental cues and abiotic stresses”
A PREE Y HRHKIE #3%  Host: Prof. Ryutaro
Tao, Division of Agronomy and Horticultural Science

Karen Ann Kainer: July 1%, 2020 — April 30", 2021
TaT4—=) T T RKEEESE (7 AYY)  Profile: Professor,
University of Florida, USA
LRI EAE ¢ [ B ST IC BT 2 BN 2 SRR E BRIC B
57 ] Joint research title: “Challenges to satoyama-type
forest management in tropical and temperate regions”
T A EY LB Hd%  Host: Prof. Kaoru
Kitajima, Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science

the local markets and interviewed farmers, shopkeepers, and co-
operative members. Among these experiences, we had a number
of interesting interviews with the farmers growing kaki persim-
mons using geographical indication in Japan. This experience has
enriched my understanding of the heritage products in Japan and
their chance for wider promotion in the world.

To this end, being interested in the topic of traditional food
and building on my previous research experience, I wrote joint-
ly with my host a book chapter. The paper is entitled ‘Modern
resilience of Georgian wine: geographical indications and inter-
national exposure’ and it contributes to the volume ‘Geographi-
cal Indication and Global Agri-Food Development and Democra-
tization’ (edited by Alessandro Bonanno, Kae Sekine, Aichi
Gakuin University, Japan and Hart N. Feuer, University of Bonn,
Germany). The goal of my paper is to shed light on tradition of
Georgian wine. It has experienced around 8,000 vintages, boasts
at least 525 endemic varieties of grapes, features distinctive
production techniques centered on the use of clay vessels,
qvevri, and has an enviable reputation for hospitality involving
lavish and lengthy feasts. Wine plays an important role in ev-
eryday life in modern Georgia but is also embedded deeply in
the physical landscape and economic livelihoods. Having gone
through the conventional sort of social, military and economic
upheavals, we analyse how geographical indication (GI) can be
used as a tool for local and socio-economic development and de-
mocratization of Georgian wine. I hope that my humble interna-
tional experience on Georgian wine can contribute to inform the
Asian research work on heritage and other agri-foods.

Apart from the rewarding work, I took time to appreciate his-
torical richness of Japanese culture, particularly in Kyoto. By
strolling or taking bikes with my
family, we explored temples, parks,
playgrounds, exhibitions, museums
and festivals. It was all new and ex-
citing. The autumn was generous
with its warmth and colours. My
Japanese experience was wonderful.
I thank to all who made it possible.
And I hope to be able to return.

(srossmg Kam iver in Kyoto
April - September 2020

Philip Howard: September 1 - December 20", 2020
T 4= IVH N RFEUEEIZ (T AYA)  Profile:
Associate Professor, Michigan State University, USA
SLIR 7 A [ B 208 B L H AR O O 3 | Joint
research title: “Ethical consumption and the beverage
industry in Japan”
A AW IRREE R BT %% Host: Prof.
Motoki Akitsu, Division of Natural Resource Economics
Daniel Monterescu: September 1%, 2020 — August 31%, 2021
Ta74—=): I —ay S KREEHEHIE (N A=) Profile:
Associate Professor, Central European University, Hungary
HFFZEREE : (74 Ve EBE—a—ay LT VT OBSEOT T
77—V | Joint research title: “Wine and Borders: Transnational
Terroir Across Territory in Europe and Asia”
Z A W B IR E I Hart Feuer 4% %€ # i Host:
Junior Associate Prof. Hart Feuer, Division of Natural
Resource Economics
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Kyoto: City of Nature, Culture, and Agriculture

Rajesh Jha, DVM, PhD (Associate Professor of Animal Nutrition, University of Hawaii at Manoa)
Visiting Associate Professor
Lab of Nutritional Sciences of Animals, Division of Applied Biosciences
May 15 to August 15, 2019

I had heard about Kyoto University (KU) as a globally
well-recognized institution for its cutting-edge research for a
long. But it was not under my professional radar until 2015
when a graduate student of Associate Prof. Masayuki Funaba
joined my lab as a visiting researcher. In December 2017, I vis-
ited Funaba Sensei for a short meeting and got very impressed
with his professionalism. Also, nature and culture I observed in
Kyoto attracted me and thought to re-visit, but for a little longer
period. Funaba Sensei sensed my interest and invited me as a
Visiting Associate Professor, which I graciously accepted and
came to Kyoto again in 2019.

Before arrival, I explored the KU to understand the potential
of collaborative research works that can be developed between
my lab and my counterpart there. I was thinking about how I
can learn something while being at KU and share my expertise
there. Upon arrival, the International exchange section (IES)
and Lab of Nutritional Sciences of Animals received me with a
warm welcome and facilitated all the way to make my stay com-
fortable and meaningful. I extend my sincere thanks to all there,
especially Funaba Sensei and Ms. Sakiko Imaeda. I have trav-
eled widely around the world, but I started experiencing differ-
ent in Kyoto from day 1, mostly positive.

I believe in a work-life balance. So, I planned to give the best
in the lab while enjoying my personal life at the most in the giv-
en time. Thanks to Funaba Sensei and team, they organized a
barbeque picnic in the very first week I came; what an opportu-
nity to know each other and give a good start to my stay there. It
was a great work environment in the lab; all members were so
admiring and friendly, sharing and helping each other. I attended
lab meetings regularly and interacted with lab members fre-
quently for both formal and informal reasons. I learned a lot from
them and enjoyed sharing my thoughts and experiences with
them as well. Also, I offered a
3-days intensive course on “Sus-
tainable Poultry Production” and
presented a talk on “Dietary fiber
as a substrate to modulate gut
health of poultry” there. Both the
course and talk were well re-
ceived by the participants and I
felt good for being able to share
some of my expertise there.

I have faith in religion and spirituality and have a profound

In lab W|th host
professor and others

love for Nature. For that reason, I felt Kyoto is one of the best
places to spend some quality time. I was accompanied full time
with my wife and partly with both our son and daughter in Kyo-
to. We all simply loved going around and enjoying nature and
culture there. I came to know that Kyoto has around 2000 reli-
gious and spiritual places, besides having so many historic plac-
es and other attractions. It was not possible to visit all the plac-
es, but we went to most of the famous places. We also went to
some of the famous places in Nara, Osaka and other towns
around. We used to go almost every day for an evemng Walk to
one of the nearby shrines, tem- .
ples, or natural places from our
residence in Shugakuin, a great
way to complete our day with
peace of mind. Being a hobby pho-
tographer, I also captured some
amazing moments and scenes
around for enjoying the memory
later in life.

Another fascinating aspect of Kyoto I felt was massive urban
agriculture. We always think of producing enough and safe food
for people, but it is generally focused on the countryside or rural
area. Honestly, we were concerned about getting fresh vegetables
for our kitchen. But, to our surprise, we were able to get locally
grown varieties of fresh vegetables regularly at the nearby stores.

Apart from my research and personal activities, I enjoyed the
events organized by the IES. I joined a “One-day study trip” and
visited the Research Institute of Environment, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Farmer’s market and
Katashimo Winery. Visit the Winery
was not just an opportunity to know
the winemaking process, but also the
tradition and culture involved in it.
Besides, we got to see a unique cen-
tury-old Japanese family house which
was my first experience of this kind.

Overall, my visit to Kyoto university
was very successful, fulfilling my research objectives, experiencing
Japanese cultures and traditions, and enjoying nature around. Thank
you, Kyoto University, for the opportunity and all who helped direct-
ly or indirectly to make our stay productive and enjoyable. It was a
memorable trip that I will cherish in the future as well.

Domo arigatogozaimasu, Jikai au made sayonara- -

Enjoying sightseein
with wife and daughter

In a vineyard durihg
the study trip

& BAVHRE 45588 Special Lectures|by Visiting Researchers' 4.

@Prof. Moira Moeliono
(Center for International
Forestry Research, Indonesia)
“Changing landscapes in Borneo:
drivers, actors and politics”

December 11%, 2019 —
Prof. Moira

@ Prof. Md. Abdul Karim
(Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Agricultural University,
Bangladesh)

“Char Lands Agriculture:
Bangladesh Perspective”
December 23", 2019

Prof. Karim

@ Prof. Pierre Chollet
(University of Montpellier,
France)

“The quest for Sustainable
Development: extra-financial
information disclosure in the
agro-food sector”

January 14™, 2020

ra - f
Prof. Chollet

@Prof. Md. Kamruzzaman
(Khulna University, Bangladesh)

“Phenological traits, Biomass,
and NPP of the tropical and
subtropical mangroves”

th
February 57, 2020 Prof. Kamruzzaman
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Nina Gracel Bayla Dimaano : Study on the metabolism-based resistance
in a multiple herbicide resistant line of Echinochloa phyllopogon (Stapf) Koss.
(AR ZOLHIEHUE RSB BB LA IHUE BRI B 3 200158 )

Fakhrul Islam Monshi : Studies on the diversity of seed storage pro-
teins for development of hypoallergenic common buckwheat (Fagopy-
rum esculentum Moench) (X7 LIVA LV INE RO 70 Dfl- Iy
ST DEREEC T B8 )

M EIY

Yayan Wahyu Candra Kusuma : Ecological and genetic studies of en-
dangered plant species, Vatica bantamensis and Rafflesia spp., for de-
veloping optimal conservation strategies in Indonesia ( f >F% 712
B DM IHAE Vatica bantamensis & Rafflesia I8 Hily o &8 4 4=
RS DT-D DA TR BIORIRFIIZE )

Subir Kumar Biswas: Optically Transparent Nanocellulose-Rein-
forced Composites via Pickering Emulsification (¥y#) 7 <)L=
NZ&DHF e a— 2 HiRERA )

Shu-Ping Tseng: Evolutionary history of a global invasive ant, Paratre-
china longicornis (12 W& 44k A 747 24 a7 (Paratrechina
longicornis) DE{LH )

¥ B : Strong Cellulose Nanofiber Composite Hydrogels via Interface Tai-
loring (LVHE—RAF ) T7AN—H 2R EB AT VORI T V)

Min Zar Ni Aung: Landscape Evaluation of Bagan Cultural Heritage
Site in Myanmar ( 3>~ —0/ 34 230 b IS B0 2 5 BLEE )
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Chen Chen: Studies on Selective Protein Loading onto Extracellular
Membrane Vesicles of a Novel Cold-Adapted Bacterium, Shewanella
vesiculosa HM13 ( ¥ 7 H Shewanella vesiculosa HM13 Ol
AN OBEIRIY & 2737 B i 242 B 5 BRFSE )

Andri Fadillah Martin: Studies on lignocellulose supramolecular
structures and deconstruction properties in lignin-altered rice mu-
tants (V7 =V EWELIARERKICBIT )7/ va— 20 5T
3 & o3 IR PR B 9 AHF 28 )

#% %M : Design of Phosphate Ion Sensors and an All-Solid pH Sen-
sor and Construction of an Automatic Nutrient Solution Management
System for Hydroponics (V) ¥4 % vt o4& [EK pH W DB 5
e OTR B T 28 53U BE F B A5 B S 27 L DR )

S FEMEFFI

Ayumi Kosaka : Studies on postinvasive resistance of Arabidopsis
thaliana against multiple fungal pathogens ( # £ D¥ JFRIRBNIIH 5
%304 XFAF O AL 3 5015 )
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Khaliduzzaman : Non-destructive Classification of Chick Embryos
Based on Heartbeat, Body Motility and Growth Using Signal Process-
ing of Near-infrared Light ( T 7RAVEOME 5 LBLA V72,0411, JH )
PEB I RIZIEDHIR DI %)

Dimas Firmanda Al Riza: Potato surface defect detection using ma-
chine vision systems based on spectral reflection and fluorescence
characteristics in the UV-NIR region ( 3745 HiL aRAMEI D 5556 K
B BIOHBIFTEICIE DW= Y VI NI LAYy L EREDOK
Fatseit )

Njane Stephen Njehia: Precise Fish Volume Estimation Using Under-
water Helmholtz Resonance ( ZKHI NIV ARV S0 HI W 72 M AR R
DFGEHEE )

Peng Yingqi: Japanese Black Cattle Behavior Pattern Classification
Based on Neural Networks Using Inertial Sensors and Magnetic Di-
rection Sensor ([HE A OTFT =5 E V= a—
TN AT =2 SR BRRDITE) 5 — > D58

Md Syduzzaman: Non-destructive Estimation of Broiler Egg Yolk
Content and Its Relationship with Hatching Time ( 704 5 —Ji# &
H i OIEREIIHE 2 2 SN LR & D BIAR )

Athuman Juma Mahinda: Soil Water and Nutrient Management for
Improving Sorghum Performance in Dryland Areas of Tanzania ( ¥~
YT BV VA LA E I B2 B L 72 T3k G HLo
HEST)

Yi-Ting Tseng: Development of deterministic and stochastic models
for predicting annual airborne pollen — integrating the recursive prop-
erties of masting ( ¥ AT A ¥ 7 OFIFEFEEAL A L7 4E AL AR HL
P WO7-DDOPE TN BLOHERRET VORI )

Koch Michael Conrad: Inverse analysis in geomechanical problems
using Hamiltonian Monte Carlo (Hamiltonian Monte Carlo % H 272

H T N BV D30 AT )

EYEFEEFFH
F P BUUPENCB 2 a8 R R Lo AdiF RS EEEHI T2
WP - RGO TR 2 BN E L72TLERE - LA RAT B A5 -
Bl 33 PIEDVNZE R E M 23507 B EORR B3 Al B <2 BE D Rl 2R B OFF
L B B 0F7E— LU SR 1 5 AR ey e SE sy el L T—

BREYEIFSK

Ana Yuliana: Study on the regulatory mechanism for Uncoupling pro-
tein 1 (Ucpl) expression in beige adipocytes ( N— =i il i
iz 2378 1 SEBIRET BRI 3 A00F%8 )

Retirement of/|IESStaff/ Members 4

Two of the staff members of the International Exchange
Section, Associate Prof. Miki Akamatsu and Ms. Yoko Ya-
mamoto, will be retiring at the end of March 2020. They
led us at our events with great attention to details. IES
staff wholeheartedly thank them for their many years of
hard work and great contributions. On April 1%, Ms. Yoko
Sakade will take over Ms. Yamamoto’s post.

TAREIDEZRUBN S DXy Z—J Message from Associate Prof. MikilAkamatsu

ERRREZRZELFT |
1996 £ 12 BICHEERMABLECEY, BFE
BEEHE U CEBRRAE (HFBREE) DLE
ERIEITDRICEOTHS. 23 FERINESFUR
u . TD3IBRTEFEHTIDT. BEIRER
RETDHEICRIFRUIZ, ZDE. BEEICHT DER. 1NV
~DERE. BEBROLUFE 2 OERPHEBOBRDEIFE
DIFETEIFTRERRRDAEICEIND>TEFUIc, BETESE
ENSDTBHEVNBRICIZUEUERSfE . SIEFEDBEFGRTH
LECIFIFELRD, BR24E%R 258 3 HOKRITICENTITE. ZD
5T 2 BDBRZEMKTFITEY, BLEfelEbdhlFELR. (=
L. BREEDAHNSEBHELTIN, TEBEEBFLUR) LI
BHESEBOTFENUVWEBNWETI U KEEofeTERD EUD D
EBVWHEDANIT>ELNTYT, TNET. ZLOHEBMEDH L.
PHEIAEBICEETRERBRVIEESHEEICRUELIEZEITD
KRB, SBRERFLEAZHELUEZE - BEZMREDEREIRR

M EBLTOLLKCEETRVELETD,

| will graduate from International Exchange Section!

As | will retire at the end of March of this year, | will
graduate from International Exchange Section of Graduate
School/Faculty of Agriculture (IES)! More than twenty-three
years have passed since | started to work at IES. | have giv-
en lectures for international students and have been in-
volved in many events for international students, research-
ers, and professors. | have a lot of wonderful memories
with them. | greatly appreciate their kindness as well as
advices and help of professors and staff members of Kyoto
University. | pray for further development of international
exchange at Graduate School/Faculty of Agriculture.

RS RALE - ERSTRE EEIR  FRMASER

Laboratory of Comparative Agricultural Science/International Ex-
change Section

Associate Professor Miki Akamatsu
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I first arrived in Kyoto, in the afternoon of Sep 28, 2015 after staying
for a few days in Kansai International Center, Kobe. I was privileged to
be granted a scholarship by Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), to pursue my master’s degree in the Laboratory of Crop Science,
Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University.

Being away from home in a completely different environment and experi-
encing some difficulties at the beginning of this journey, I was expecting hard-
ships in my new life, unaware of the fact that life in Japan is more fun than
worries. After being introduced to my roont in Missasagi International House
(dorm hereinafter), I found it very small and uncomfortable to live in. For a
while, T was looking at the beauty of the city skirts through the window, but
the room suddenly recalled my attention and prevented me from enjoying it.
All T could imagine was how I will survive the two and a half years of my stay
in Japan. I decided to go shopping and buy something to cook if that could help
relieve my stress. I went to the front desk and asked for a map of a nearby su-
permarket. The map was, in fact, a few simple lines but a bit difficult to under-
stand. I located the supermarket; however, I somehow lost my way upon my
return. Funny enough, I only understood two Japanese words, “ Z A 12 % I&
and ) A& ) TEWFE T 7, sol was hesitated how to ask my way back.
Luckily, I came across a man who was standing by the roadside with his
road-survey camera. As I had no choice but to ask, I slowly approached him

- and started my English conversation with the Jap-
anese greeting word of Konnichiwa. Although his
English was just like my Japanese, he understood
that I had lost my way and was asking for direc-
tions. He showed me the street using gestures
and poorly constructed English words, but the in-
formation was good enough to help me relocate
the street that led to the dorm. When turning
right on the street, the man said “Yes, that”. I was
surprised when I noticed that the man was follow-

-
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Dinner party at Dr. Shiraiwa’s
(with Mrs. Shiraiwa)

Howmypassion Ied mefojapan.....................

Saliza'Bono Doctoral course student from Malaysia :
Lab. of Fisheries and Environmental Oceanography, Division of Applied

Bioscience
October 2018 — Present

At the start of age 10 was when I became pas-
sionate about marine mammals. I have had just
.y seen the first dolphin in my life, and that
was when [ knew I wanted to learn more
about these fascinating animals and become
a marine biologist. My passion about marine
mammals brought me all around the globe,
seizing opportunities to learn from some of
the best marine scientists in the world.
From-doing my Bachelor’s in James Cook
University, Australia to doing my Masters in
the Lighthouse Field Station, University of
Aberdeen, Scotland with internship opportunities in Husavik, University
of Iceland, Iceland. It was during my Bachelors’, when I knew the exact
field in marine mammals’ research I want to study, which was bioacous-
tics. The one fact that got me extremely interested in acoustics was that
“different populations of orcas, also known as killer whales, have different
dialects”! We, humans, are so much more in common with marine mam-
mals than we thought! Thus, I knew I wanted to do bioacoustics related
research for my masters. I studied the effects of offshore wind farm con-
struction on harbor porpoises in Scotland using acoustic devices under
the supervision of Prof Paul Thompson, who is one of the kindest and
most knowledgeable person I've ever met. I learnt so much from being in
the researeh station in Scotland from fellow researchers. After my Mas-
ters, I thought “hey, I'd love to study about dolphin acoustics’ in my home
country, Malaysia”. Which then led me here, to Kyoto University.

Learning how to use acoustic device
from supervisor, Dr Kotaro Ichikawa

Why Kyoto University?

So I wanted to further my studies and research on the dolphins acous-
tics in Malaysia. However, there is currently not a single dolphin acousti-
cian in Malaysia that could supervise my research. I have been involved
with the MareCet Research Organisation, an NGO in Malaysia focusing
on marine mammal research and conservation and after discussion with
Dr Louisa Ponnampalam, the co-founder of MareCet (now, my PhD Ma-
laysian co-supervisor) about my passion to study Malaysian dolphin
acoustics, she suggested that I work with one of her fellow scientist, Dr
Satoko Kimura. Dr Satoko has been involved with previous dolphin acous-
-tic research in Malaysia back in 2012 alongside Dr Louisa and thus she

Life in leoio: a professional add-in and a nice
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@‘ @@¢ Mohammad Jan Shamim Doctoral course student from Afghanistan

Lab. of Crop Science, Division of Agronomy and
Horticultural Science
October 2015 — Present

ing me to redirect me if, in case, I lose my way again. It was a moment in
which his behavior became a great turning point for my stay in Kyoto.

My academic life in Japan, especially in Kyoto has brought a lot of
changes to my career and social status. Since most Japanese universities
offer research-based degrees, I found it to be one of the best systems for
producing career-ready graduates. Unlike other countries where one be-
comes partially engaged in a research project, the Japanese University
System expects students to come up with a research idea, design and im-
plement it, write a resulting report and wrap up their projects which be-
comes not only multidisciplinary but also a great help in sorting out the
real world’s problems. A great deal of cooperation and exchange of infor-
mation exists between members of the Laboratory which makes it ideal
to know about almost all disciplines the laboratory is concerned with. The
professors are very cooperative, kind and responsive. If one comes with
an interesting idea, it is well heard and taken into consideration immedi-
ately. In this regard, it is an honor to say that my host professor, Dr. Tat-
suhiko Shiraiwa treated us not less than his children. No matter how busy
he is, if he finds out we are struggling with some issues, he would invite
us to his office, let us spill out the problem and then he would immediate-
ly act to resolve the issue. In general, taking intensive classes and con-
ducting robust research provided me with enough expertise, techniques
and skills to work in a challenging attitude and great efficiency. A student
with little or no experience of field research will hopefully be returning to
the labor market as a crop scientist and a data analyst.

To end with, my stay in Japan has provided me with a lot of amazing
experiences that will take endless numbers of pages to write, but to wrap
up this piece, I would like to proudly note that Kyoto’s life is a huge turn-
ing point in my professional life and social status. These experiences and
heart-touching encounters will hopefully serve as portfolios and will go
through generations not as simple stories but as a framework in which life
becomes more enjoyable.

would be the perfect person to learn more about
acoustic application in Malaysia. Which is why I'm
here, in Kyoto University. I was also ap-
pointed to have Dr Kotaro Ichikawa as an-
other co-supervisor, who also studies du-
gong acoustics in Malaysia. It’s been such an
honor to have them as my mentors and I
have been learning so much from both Dr
Satoko and Dr Kotaro in the Fisheries and
Environmental Oceanography Lab in the
past year and I truly inspired by these - - -
acoustic experts! Their.guidance in Japan  Out at fieldwork in Langkawi,
has assisted me on how to apply this acous-  Malaysia looking for dolphins!
tic knowledge and the technical skills to study the dolphin in Malaysia.
And in the past year, I have successfully carried out two fieldwork in Ma-
laysia studying both the Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin and Irrawaddy
dolphin acoustics with an aim to carry out more fieldwork in the future. It
is ever so thrilling to be out at sea, watching wild dolphins swimming but
also able to hear them underwater using an acoustic device.

Life in Japan

Living previously in Australia, Scotland and Iceland definitely did not
prepare me for the extreme difference in Japanese culture. Since arriving
in October 2018, I have learnt so much about Japan’s rich culture, heritage
and history. [-am ever so grateful to be living in Japan’s ancient capital in
Kyoto as it is such a beautiful and an inspirational place to live in. The nu-
merous amount of temples and shrines are
just astonishing and makes my weekend
filled with just exploring this ancient town.
In the past year, I've met more international
students in Kyoto University compared to
my five years of studying abroad in Australia
and Scotland. Thus far, my PhD has been
challenging and exciting at the same time, as
I have learnt to adapt to the Japanese culture
and learn a new language whilst doing my
acoustic research and I cannot wait to see
what the future holds for me!

One of my study species, the
Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin. This
photo was taken during my fieldwork
in June 2019 in Langkawi, Malaysia.
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