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Essay by a visiting researcher will be published on the next issue.
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At the International Exchange Section, we organize events
and offer support for international students and researchers
throughout the year.

< 4R/ -10A8 /April and October >
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Orientations for New International Students and
Tutors & Welcome Party
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We give orientations for new international students where we
talk about important procedures and support systems. We also
give orientations for tutors who help international students. Af-
ter the orientations, we host a welcome party where interna-
tional students, their supervisors, and tutors can get to know
each other.

<5H-9A. 1MA-38/
May-September and November-March >
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One-Day Study Trip: We take inter-
national students and researchers
to places where they can learn about Japanese agriculture,
technology, history, and culture.
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International Café Meeting: International students give casual
presentations about their home countries. The audience lis-
tens to the speaker’s talk about history, culture, agriculture,
etc. of their home countries while enjoying coffee and snacks.
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Recycle Event: We collect donated items from faculty and staff
members, and give them away for free to international stu-
dents. You will see various items from clothes, daily supplies,
eating utensils, to items for babies and kids.
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We enjoy eating mochi with soup
and toppings to celebrate the new
year. This is the most popular
events of ours.

<ZDfth /Others >

O@FEFER Japanese Tea Ceremony
O@=EH=E Japanese Calligraphy Lessons
@7 K= Origami Lessons  %&&  and more
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As part of the Japanese language class, we offer opportunities
to experience Japanese culture. At Japanese Tea Ceremony, stu-
dents make match themselves and enjoy it with traditional
sweets, and at Japanese Calligraphy Lessons, students try to
write their favorite Japanese phrases with calligraphy brushes.
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% Aside from these events, we are always available to provide
consultation for international students and researchers.
Please feel free to stop by our office!

& B~ VEHFE Visiting Researcher;, €
Second Semester, 2024

Mostafa Abdelrahman: January 1%, 2025 — March 31%, 2025
TR A TR KRR (7 A1) /1) Research Scientist,
Texas Tech University, USA
JERIWFZE A [ 2 LR Z A 55 2 B /R OB 7
Joint research title: “Development of prebreeding mate-
rials that confer salt resistance to wheat”

AT RFHT RN B #%
Host: Prof. Shuhei Nasuda, Division of Agronomy and
Horticultural Science
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I often tell people that the most important moments of my life so
far have happened purely by coincidence, and the same can be said
about my journey to Kyoto University. If anyone were to ask me at
the start of my undergraduate university schooling what [ wanted
to pursue as a career in the future, I would not have been able to
give a straight answer. Although I have always been interested in
certain topics such as environmentalism, science, and design, [ had
no idea about how to pursue these interests. However, deep down
I always knew that someday the answers [ needed would arrive.

The first important point in this story is about how I started my

journey to learning Japanese. As a young child, T had always .

dreamed of learning more languages, but I never quite took the
opportunity to try. However, just before the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, my father had planned a family trip to Japan for the sum-
mer. He spoke about wanting to learn some Japanese to help us on
our trip. Although our trip got cancelled, I decided to take the op-
portunity to learn Japanese regardless. [ wanted to stick to my goal
* of learning a new language, even

if it was just for fun.
As I started my undergraduate

na and katakana in my spare time.
About a month into my under-
graduate studies, I encountered
thefirst moment that formed my
path. While looking for an empty
seat in the library courtyard, I
-came across a woman who hap-
pened to be the director of the
Japanese language department at
my university. As I watched her
teach a shodo class to her stu-
dents, I eventually gained the
courage to ask her some ques-
tions. We had a nice conversation,
and she eventually persuaded me to sign up for the Japanese lan-
guage classes that were provided by my school, which I attended
for about two years. I often think about how this moment changed
the trajectory of my life. I wonder where I would be today if I had
turned left instead of right when looking for a seat, or if I hadn’t
been paying attention to my surroundings in that moment.

As a result of attending these Japanese classes at my university,
I was provided with the second opportunity that formed my cur-
rent path: a trip to study Japanese language for one month at Rit-

A beautiful cherry
blossom tree at Kodai-ji
Temple here in Kyoto.

One Lifeiime’ One Encounier......._..................

Brianna Nadine Santiago Master’s Student from USA
3 Lab of Landscape Architecture

Division of Forest and Biomaterials Science
April 2024 - present

degree, I would self-study hiraga-

sumeikan University in June of 2023. I had just graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in Sustainability and the Environment with a
desire to pursue a career in landscape architecture. At this point, I
was starting to take interest in Japanese garden culture and histo-
ry, as well as modern practices in urban greenery and landscaping.

I was looking to attend gradu-

ate school to further my stud-
ies, but I was still unsure of
where I would end up. My fam-
ily and friends asked me if I
ever considered studying in Ja-
pan, which I honestly had not.
It felt like a goal that™1 would
never be able to reach, there-
fore I did not want to get at-

tached to the idea of it.

When I arrived in Kyoto for !
my study abroad program how- = e
ever, it only took me two days ]

to realize that this was the
place that [ had been looking for
all along. Throughout my trip, I
could start to see the pieces of
the puzzle fitting together. Liv-
ing and studying in Kyoto would allow me to pursue all my pas-
sions at once and live the life I always wanted. After visiting Kyoto
University and discovering the Landscape Architecture program, I
decided to take a leap of faith and apply, and to my surprise, I was
accepted. I think of this time in my
life as my [—/#1—4 ] or ‘one
lifetime, one encounter’ moment.

Since my arrival at Kyoto Univer-
sity, I am grateful every day for the
people who helped me get here and
for the endless opportunities that I
have been given. I feel incredibly
lucky to be here, and I will do my
best to not take a single moment for
granted.  _

A view from a bench at
Kyoto Imperial Palace,
where | started to realize
my dreams for the future.

A hanging scroll with
the phrase —#—% from
a tea ceremony house
on the Kyoto Imperial
Palace grounds.

@ 1B VWIHAF ELSRISEE Special Lecture by Visiting Researchers' €

@Prof. Rampathige Indika Ruwan Prasanna
(Rajarata University of Sri | il
Lanka)

“Unraveling Sri Lanka’s
Organic Farming Initiative:
Dispelling Myths and
Understanding Realities”

April 18", 2024

@Prof. Peter Schausberger
(University of Vienna, Austria)
“Targeting environmentally-
induced behavioral changes in
predatory mites to advance
biological control”

September 25", 2024
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Japanese Tea Ceremony
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Star Festival 23" International Café Meeting: “Agri
[EEES R v everennnnerennnneenns ‘cultural’ exchange: how four different
International Exchange Section cultural perspectives shape their

respective and mutual agricultural scene”
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Lounge in the Former Head Office of Forest
Research Station
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Japanese Calligraphy
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Bft / Date 3% / Event 215 / Venue Japanese Class
October 4" 2024 FIABZRAE - F1—5—N1I VA BEBEMEOBAREE - [BEBMEHS
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Orientations for New International Meeting Room, Agriculture Main -
Students and Tutors & Welcome Bldg. and Lounge in the Former Head
Party Office of Forest Research Station REHERXILB EDH]
October 301" BROHEZE EAITIVEBRTS - BiShH REPRZF
One-Day Study Trip Higashimaru Soy Sauce Factory EFMEL - EFBERSRE
& Himeji Castle 55 (075)753-6320, 6298
January 2025 £15@8FDE K=/ 15" Mochitsuki BRI RE 2 SEREHZE S e-mail: agri-ies@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Lot next to the Graduate School http://www.fsao.kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
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RE [FolDANTxT RE R—ICIBHELTVET.
TBA International Café Meeting TBA [Facebookl#Z55] »
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TBA Recycle Event International Exchange Section InternationalExchangeSection
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TBA Japanese Tea Ceremon International Exchange Section . . .
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TBA Japanese Calligraphy Japanese Class

4




